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DONALD MACINTYRE, 
PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES , 
and HEATHER MILLS. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, was last nightlocked , 
in an unprecedented public 
confrontation with Lord Tfcyfor, 
the Lend Chief Justice, after ah- 
nouncmg draconian measures in 
a new Crime BiH with tougher 
sentences for burglary and vi- ' 
otent crime. 

He delimited the Conserva- 
tive Party conference in Black- 


launches bitter attack 
‘get tough’ crime plan 


for a wide range of repearedvi- 
olem and sexual crimes oh a see- 


Howard's pians 


■ All those corryicted'twioe of 
a serious violent or sexual 
offence that already carries a 
maximum life sentence would 
automatically be given life. 

■ Burglars convicted three 
times would be subject to a 
minimum sentence yet to be 
fixed. 

■ Prisoners saving sentences 
of 12 months or less would 
serve them in fulL Instead of 
automatic early .release of up 
to half a sentence, model 
prisoners would he freed biter 
serving around B5percentof 
their sentence; otherswoidd 
serve tfteir iUU sentences, .• 


oud offence, and minimum 
sentences forthird-time burglars 
and dealers in bard drugs, phis 
a drastic cut in sentence, re: 
mission. But the package was 
swiftly described by LordTfcy- 
krr as “inconsistent with doing 
justice according to the cir- 
cumstances of each case”. 

The angry public demmda- 
tion by Lord Taylor of the 
planned British version of the 
US “three strikes and out" pol- 
icy malted what threatens lobe 
the lowest point in relations be- 
tween the Government and the 
judiciary over penal policy since 
the Conservative government 



Lord TE^ter: ‘Judges must be free to fit the Michael Howard: ‘Put honesty back at the 
punishment to the crime if justice is to toe dprie’ heart of sentencing and help build safer Britain’ 


came to power since 1979^The 
measures will mean a significant 
shift of control over sentencing 
from judges to Parliament. 

TheLord Chief Justice said 
in a statement that the way to 
fight crime was to provide the 
police with greater resources 
and added: “Long sentences, 
sometimes very long sentences, 


are necessary in some cases to 
protect the public. Bnt I do not 
believe that the threat of longer 
and longer periods of impris- 
onment across the board will de- 
ter habitual criminals. 

Lord Tkyior went ore “What 
deters them is the Kbe K ho o dof 
being caught, which at the mo- 
ment is smalL Judges ... must be 


free to-fit the particular pun- 
ishment to the particular crime 
if justice is to be done. Instead 
of limited judicial discretion by 
introducing unnecessary con- 
straints on sentencing, the po- 
lice should be provided with the 
resources they need to bring 
criminals before the courts in 
the first place." 


However, his response was 
dismissed out of hand by Mr 
Howard who said that it was 
Parliament's job to decide the 
law not the judges. 

The measure - which will be 
preceded by a White Paper 
and is designed to have its sec- 
ond reading in the Commons 
before the next general election 


- is also tailor-made to face 
Labour with the unwelcome 
dilemma of whether to bade its 
proposals or risk the electoral 
ground it has recovered on the 
issue crime by opposing it. 

There was no immediate in- 
dication from Labour last night 
of the stance it will take. Jade 
Straw, shadow home secretary. 


said on Channel 4 News last 
night that Labour would take a 
decision when it had examined 
the details of Mr Howard's 
proposals. But ministers are 
confident that the package un- 
veiled by Mr Howard yesterday 
will be electoraJly popular. 
However, Lord Thyior is a pow- 
erful opponent - he was party 


to the mauling Mr Howard’s tost 
Criminal Justice Act received in 
the Lords and his support be- 
came vital to the success of 
some of its more controversial 
clauses, like eroding the unfet- 
tered right to silence. 

Further, Lord Thyior has the 
support of the judiciary and 
many in the criminal justice sys- 
tem who say the plans, wifi lead 
to a huge population explosion 
in the already overcrowded 
jails. Without remission as an 
incentive for good behaviour, 
there were fears of rioting. 

The Home Secretary told 
the conference that the Bill 
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would “send shock waves 
through the crimmal community 
... put honesty back at the 
heart of sentencing and it will 
help build a safer Britain". 

This latest populist law and 
order drive which the govern- 
ment now intends to make a 
centrepiece of Its electoral plat- 
form will be significantly rein- 
forced today when the Prime 
Minister confirms the disclosure 
in the Independent that MI5 will 
now assist the fight against or- 
ganised crime. 

Michael Forsyth, Secretary of 
Slate for Scotland, said in a 
Scottish law and order an- 
nouncement there would be 
“an enhanced role” for the se- 
curity services because “better 
information is crucial if we are 
to target top-level c riminate" 
Mr Major will say today that 
“we will be stepping up the war 
against crime and will hit it 
harder and harder and harder". 


Clarke clears the path to tax cuts 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and PAUL WALLACE 

Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, yesterday 
unmistakably paved the way 
for tax cuts in next month’s Bud- 
get with a promise that he was 
“looking forward to it a lot 
more” than for the last two 
years. 

Mr Clarke, addressing the 
Conservative Party conference 
in Blackpool, pledged that the 
Budget would “address Middle 


England” and would be based 
on “traditional Tbiy values”. 

He said he recognised that 
“after you have loyally sup- 
ported ah the hard wOdMfaat has 
been put in; the time has come 
for some reward in the 'next 
Budget, in the immortal words 
of Francis Urquhart in House cf 
Cards : You may think that -but 
I couldn't possibly anmnenL”. 

But even as Mr Oarfce strove 
to lift the spirits of the confer- 
ence with ine prospect that the 
November Budget would be 


the first m a roOmg programme 
of tax cuts, a shock jump in in- 
flation threw a spanner in his 
budgetary arithmetic and de- 
pressed hopes of an early cut in 
interest rates. Retail price in- 
flation rose in September from 
3.6 per cent to 3.9 per cent, its 
highest since June 1992. 

The RPI increase was partic- 
ularly unwelcome to the Chan- 
cellor because the September 
figure is used to upraie social se- 
curity benefils totals account of 
inflation. According to the De- 


partment of Soda] Security, the 
Government will now have to 
find £2.8bn to finance the infla- 
tion uprating of benefits next fi- 
nancial year, 1996/97, £650m 
more than had been projected 
less than a year a go al the time 
of the last Budget 
The extra expenditure is nec- 
essary because the Treasury 
was unduly optimistic about 
the outlook for inflation when 

plan^ast year. AL the time of 
the last Budget it assumed 


that retail price inflation would 
be 3 per cent this September 
rather than the 3.9 per cent it 
turned out to be. 

Hopes of an early cat in in- 
terest rates also receded in the 
light of the disappointing figure 
for inflation. As recently as 
last week, the City was expect- 
ing almost a quarter per cent cut 
in base rate by December from 
its present level of 6.75 per cenL 

Sources dose to Mr Clarke 
insisted that he was not giving 
any specific hints about the 


next Budget and (hat his abili- 
ty to reduce taxes depended on 
Treasury success in the current 
highly problematic public 
spending round. He repeated 
emphatically that taxes would 
only be cut “when it is in the in- 
terests of the British economy 
to do so”. 

He added that “when we cut 
taxes it will be for keeps. [Tony] 
Blair is terrified that we might 
be able to do it - that we might 
be able to cut taxes.” 

Inflation setback, page 23 


A tale of Flopsy, Mopsy and public enemy No 1 


OUR 

AIR CON 
IS 

NO CON. 


PETER VICTOR 

the Isle of Man's public ene- 
my n um ber one — the rabbit—, 
can breathe easier today. The 
price on its head, or tail, was re- 
voked yesterday amid allega- 
lions of fraud, corruption and 
unscr upulous bounty hunters. 
For 10 years the Manx rab- 


bit has lived under the gun. A 

bounty scheme was brought in - 

in an attempt to eliminate rab-‘ 
bits fromibe island. Local farm- 
ers complained a plague of the 
animate was decimating crops.' 

Myxamytosis, the natural 
check on the rabbhpopulation* 
was on the wane and the Manx 
govdmiMffll ofered a reward of 


35p per rabbit, paid on pre- 
sentation of the animal's tail. 

There is no suggestion that 
this is in any way connected with 
the absence of tails among the 
Isle's cat population. 

" Since the scheme was 
bonded a mountain of stumps, 
up to 800 a week, have been 
handed in to the officers of the 


Department of Agriculture in 
Douglas and rewarcte totalling 
£92300 paid ontl 
But even rabbits could not 

have bred quickly enough to ex- 
plain the mounting tally of kills. 
There were ugly rumours of a 
burgeoning import trade with 
the mainland. People were re- 
ported arriving at island ports 


with sacks full of tails gathered 
from overseas butchers' shops. 
Police were called in when the 
tally of tails hit 264,000. 

Manx agriculture minister 
John Corrin said yesterday that 
one of his rivil servants had been 
dismissed as a result of the 
inquiry and the scheme was be- 
ing, chopped forthwith. “This 


[scheme] was generated in 
response to the fact that there 
were too many rabbits," he 
said. 

“Hard evidence is hard to 
come by but I've heard tales of 
people importing, and even of 
teddy bears bung cut up and 
made to look like rabbit tails," 
be added. 
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ter failing drug tests. South Africa s 
Pierre Grobbelaar tested positive for 
the anabolic steroid nandrotane. 
The New Zealand hooker Syd Em 
had traces of a banned substance and 
Stephana Millet of FVancetesied 
positive for cannabis. ■ Page 32 


Wests ‘sex-obsessed’ 

Sex dominated the household 
at 25 Cromwell Street, with 
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football is looming as rival Rosemary and Frederick west 
bidders lineup to wrest the admitting thar they, lad an 
<mrfs too televised match- open marriage, Winchester 


r-i. foirekik 


me sport's top t elev ised match- open marriage, Winchester 
Erii es from Sky television. At Crown Court was told. Rose- 
and least three groups are ex- maty slept with two male 
sted peeled to take on Rupert lodgers the night they moved 
1 32 Murdoch: Page 8 in, the jury heard. Page 4 

Kipfing meets wMi Itiunph . Ceasefire holds 

.ftoc^Hrilfipding’s^wasvcaed'thena- The Bosnian ceasefire was 
oon’s favourite poem, followed by generally hokfing.alttou^i 
works by Stevie Smith, WB Yeats, there were reports of sen- 
Wbrdswoith and WHAiideu. Shake- ous fighting between Bosn- 
speare tmd tifo b(X)toiakeTS’ other anSeAandMusfixnSwss 
favourites polled less welL pagc3 in the north-west. Page 12 
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Crackdown targets violence 



PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

Michael Howard's proposals, 
outlined to the Tbiy Party con- 
ference yesterday, would see the 
end O'f automatic early release 
for prisoners, a tough new sen- 


, ; w . 

■ O* < 


sex offences and, for the first 
time, minimum sentences for 
burgjars and hard drug dealers. 

lo the longest standing ova- 
tion of the conference so far, the 
Home Secretary declared that 


under White Paper proposals 
covering England and Wiles, to 
be published neat year, “mod- 
el prisoners” would get a little 
time off their sentences for 
good behaviour. 

“Everyone else should serve 
their sentence in full... no more 
half-time sentences for full- 
time crimes,” Mr Howard said. 
The final shape of the crack- 
down will be decided after con- 
sultation on the as yet uncosted 


White Paper, and included m a 
Crime Bill in the parliamentary 
session after next. 

But under radical new pro- 
posals for the sentencing of se- 
rious violent and sexual 
offenders. Mr Howard said 
there was a “strong case” for 
saying that anyone wnvfcted for 
the second time should auto- 
matically receive a life sen- 
tence. These prisoners would 
only be released when they no 
longer posed a risk to the pub- 
lic, Mr Howard said, adding: “If 


they continued to pose a risk, 
life really would mean life.” 

The white Paper will suggest 
that burglars and hard-drug 
dealers be subject to mmmmm 
sentences on a third offence - 
reflecting the American “three 
strikes and you're out” policy. 
Mr Howard said: “Burglary is 
a foul crime. It defiles people’s 
memories.” He added: ‘The 
same is true of dealers in hard 
drugs. They prey on the young, 
the lonely and the vulnerable." 

Mr Howard told last week’s 


Police Superintendents* Asso- 
ciation annual conference that 
he was "surprised” al a survey 
showing that only 10 per cent of 
first-time burglars were jailed by 
magistrates’ courts. In Crown 
Courts the average sentence for 
burglars with 10 or more pre- 
vious convictions was 17.6 
months- A new nxinimuzn is like- 
ly to be several years more. The 
move could bring some lower 
sentences, because of the abo- 
lition of early release and be- 
cause some might sentence at 


Ae minimum. White concsding 
that risk at a briefing for .jour- 
nalists, Mr Howard insisted 
that the overall effect would be 
stiller sentences. At present, the 

rvnly minimum <pnfpr«y»sJiTie.tiie 

mandatory life sentence for 
murder and the one-year auto- 
matic ban for drink-driving. 

The maximum sentence for 
serious violent and sexual 
crimes is life imprisonment. 
But, said Mr Howard, offend- 
ers did not always get life, and 
could offend again. Under the 


Home Secretary’s proposals, 
the net would be spread wide- 
ly, imposing a Hfe sentence for 

. second offences of attempted 
murder, threat or conspiracy to 
reorder, m anslaugh ter, infanti- 
cide, and manslaughter due to 
diminished responsibility. . 

The same. would apply to 
wounding or any other act 
which endangers life, rape, 

going to a crime equipped with 
a weapon, and unlawful sexual 
■ intercourse or incest with a girl 
under 13. 


Under current rules on the 
release of prisoners, offenders 
jailed for less than four years are 
automatically released after 
serving half their sentence. 
Those serving more can be re- 
leased at the half-waypoint and, 
if not. arc automatically re- 
leased on licence at the ; two- 
thirds point. Mr Howard 
proposes to sweep that away, 
replacing it with strictly limited, 
and earned, remission of 15 per 
cent of the sentence for model 
behaviour. 


Portrait of a judge: Controversy has followed the legal chief who sought the common touch 

Liberal 
approach 
of a man 
used to 
courting 
trouble 

JASON BENNETTO 

With nearly 40 years experience 
as a street-wise criminal lawyer 
from the north of England 
Lord Taylor, die Lord Chief Jus- 
tice, is used to confrontation. 

Drawing on his own roots - 
he comes from a Jewish family 
in Newcastle, where his father 
was a doctor -he has tried to dis- 
tance himself from the popular 
view of the judiciary as estab- 
lishment, and therefore con- 
servative, minded. He has 
always thought his Jewish back- 
ground helped make him more 
sympathetic and liberal. Asked 
why he thought he had be- 
come Lord Chief Justice, Lord 
Tfcylor, 66, said: “I would like to 
think that I am not thought to 
be, rightly or wrongly, wholly out 
of touch - that I am in the main- 
stream of life in the country.” 

Peter Ihylor was educated at 
a Newcastle’s Royal Grammar 
school he won a scholarship to 
go to Cambridge University. 

He was called to the Bar in 
1954. and .as abaxtistia, prose- 
cuted some high profile trials in- 
cluding Jjjose of the corrupt 
property developer, Johrf Foul- 
soq, and the former Liberal 
leader, Jeremy Thorpe. • •• 

He became a High Court 
judge in 1980 and an Appeal 
Court judge in 1988 until he be- 
came Lord Chief Justice. He 
headed the inquiry into the 
Hillsborough disaster in 1989. 

A keen supporter of Newcastle's 
rugby and football teams, was 
able to reflect on his own rec- 
ollection of the terraces and fear 
of being hemmed in. 

Since his appointment in 
1992 as the second most pow- 
erful member of the judiciary af- 
ter the Lord Chancellor, he has 
done much to open up his new 



Sitting In judgment: The Lord Chief Justice, Lord Taylor, in Ms London office yesterday 
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post to public scrutiny and has 
allowed unprecedented media 
access. 

Lord Taylor of Gosforth, 
who is also the head of the court 


of criminal appeal, has already 
had a number of public spats 
over government policy. He. 
chided them for their propos- 
als restricting a suspect’s right 
to silence and criticised the de- 
lay in setting up a review body 
for miscarriages of justice. Iron- 
ically it was also Lord Ihylor 
who criticised the “penologists, 
criminologists and bureaucrats 
in government departments”, 
whom he blamed for the Crim- 
inal Justice Act 1991 which 
prevented the judges from 
sending persistent offenders to 
prison. 

Lord Taylor is also robust in 
his calls for the legal profession 
to move with the times. He re- 
cently gave women banisters 
permission lo wear trousers in 
court and is keen for the pro- 
fession to be open to anyone. 

While considered something 


of a Hberal compared to his pre- 
decessor Lend. Lane, he still 
.has a reputejjpn for befog very 
tough and lias been criticised for 
making conservative appoint- 
ments and has refused to 
change the judicial appoint- 
ments' system, which is still 
carried out in secret 
Yesterday be attended the 
memorial service of his wife, 
Irene, who died in July after a 
long illness. He has three 
daughters and one son. 

■ When not wrapped up in the 
rigours of the legal world he en- 
joys playing the piano and un- 
til the age of 17 fostered 
ambitions to become a concert 
pianist. He told one interview- 
er “It enables me to express 
feelings at the keyboard which 
would be quite inap pro priate on 
the Bench, so it’s a contrast, I 
suppose.” 


Lord Taylor’s statement in full 



Rift marks new low in confrontational relationship 


The Lord Chief Justice’s ex- 
traordinary public condemna- 
tion of the Home Secretary's 
latest “lock 'em up” initiative, 
marks an all-time low in their 
relationship. 

Judges guard their indepen- 
dence jealously and it will have 
been Michael Howard’s threat 
of yet more fetters on discretion 
that most upset Lord Ihylor. 

Coming at a time, when 
judges and the Lords are anx- 
ious to abolish the mandatory 
life sentence for murder - say- 
ing it is unfair to sentence a ter- 
rorist to the same penalty as a 
battered wife who tails -it is not 
surprising that Lord Taylor 



spoke out aL the imposition of 
jret more curbs on their scope 
to reflect differences in crime 
through sentencing. 

What is surprising is that be 
cast his critical net far more 
widely to include criminal jus- 
tice policy generally. His was the 
loudest voice, among many, to 
say more resources need spend- 
ing on detection and policing 
rather than incarceration. “I do 
not believe that the threat of 
longer and longer periods of im- 
prisonment across the board will 


deter habitual criminals," he 
said. “What deters them is the 
likelihood of befog caught, 
which at the moment is smalL” 

As the head of the Court of 
Appeal and the country’s most . 
senior professional judgs, he win 
not have been speaking simply 
for himself, when he launched 
his attack. He had taken advice 
from other senior judges and 
been assured of their support. 

Despite Mr Howard’s public 
dismissal of Lord Thylor’s com- 
ments last night, the Home 
Secretary must be worried by 
the ferocity of the attack. Lord 
Thyior is very influential in the 
House of Lora. His support for 


the controversial decision to 
erode the right to silence was 
crucial to the success of last 
year’s Criminal Justice Act. 
But he was also instrumental in 
watering down its impact. 

He is a powerful enemy to 
have made. But he is not the 
first judge to have spoken out 
against Mr Howard’s tough 
criminal justice policy. In 1993, 
Lord Woolf described his last 
law-and-order initiative as short 
sighted and irresponsible. “The 
easy option which has a miser- 
able record of failure is to send 
more and more people to 
prison regardless of the conse- 
quences, including the shocking 


waste of resources which could 
be spent elsewhere.” Seven oth- 
er judges came out in support. 

Mr Howard was stung, but 
dearly not deterred from in- 
curring judicial wrath when 
Lord Ihylor made dear his 
views at an informal meeting 
last week. While suchchajsfee- 
tween judges an cji 'ministers 
have taken. .pfeSe for many 
years, it is only since Lord Thy- 
Jor took office in 1992 that 
judges have so damagjngjy and 
publicly voiced, their views out- 
side court 

Lord Lane, his predecessor, 
was known to have had violent 
disagreements with- previous 


Home Secretaries, but re- 
mained silent:’ . 

The judges’ desire to speak 
out has ;eofodded with their 
char^gfog role as law makers in 
Britain's unwritten constitn- 
'tfon. The “new” judidary are in- 
here asingly called upon, and 
unafraid, to protect the citizen 
against die state. Judicial review 
of government decisions has 
been a big growth area in the 
law. And Michael Howard has 
been forced to amend legislation 
and change government polity 
more than any other minister. 

HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 
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mariaciA wynn davies 

TWo, or three, strikes and you’re 
out-reflecting the American ap- 
proach to repeat o Senders - 
served Michael Howard well 
yesterday, ensuring one of the 
smoothest rides ever for a Home 
Secretary at a Tory conference. 

Delighted representatives 
streamed out of the debate re- 
peatedly declaring that the 
Home Secretary had made a 
“wonderful” speech, with the 
only complaint befog that he 
had not yet introduced com- 
pulsory identity cards. 

One . delegate, Alistair 
Glanville, from Wells, was 
booed by some representatives 
for speaking ont agafoSt them. 
Mr Howard said later that con- 
sultation on the proposal had 
only finished a fortnight ago. 

Yesterday’s announcements 
meanwhile spawned high 
praise. Daniel Walton, from 
Broxbonme, sakfc “It was an im- 
pressive speech. I am disap- 
pointed he didn't mention 
identity cards because that 
would be a tremendous wity for- 
ward. But dm idea Of minimum 
sentences should be extended to 
magistrates’ courts so they are 
consistent nationally, and it 
should be extended to other of- 
fences.” Tjke other 
tativies, Mr/Writon a 


the abolition of automatic ear- 
ly release, adding: "There 
should be corporal punishment 
and -hanging, certainly for 
planned murders.” He added: 
“Wfe have always been tough on 
crime. It is not something vye 
have found as an electoral 
promise, like Tony Blair.” 
Balwant Singh Bahra, from 
Coventry South, said Mr 
Howard had made a “wonder- 
ful speech, promoting law and 
order. Five years should mean ' 
five years,” he said; He was 
' by the criticisms of 
Lord Taylor, flic Lord Chief Jus- 
tice. “The Government has to 
frame the law. The judges fol- 
low the law,” he said. 

But if representatives were in- 
dfoed to ignore. Lord Thyior’s 
call for more money for the po- 
lice to catch criminals, there 
were concerns about the costs 
of a. rising jail population. 
Sophia Tanor, of west Lan- 
cashire, said the speech was 
“wonderful and very neces- 
sary” but added: “How will 
they pay to put them in prison?” 
Barbara Couchman, a JP, 
voiced concerns about a dra- 
matically scaled down remission 
tystem. “There must be hope of 
coining out and incentives to 
good behaviour.” 




mix 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Secretary Michael 
Howard’s latest anti-crime 
package was widely condemned 
by the opposition and virtually 
aim the criminal justice system, 
including judges, lawyers and 
prison staff 

Jack Straw, shadow home 
secretary said Mr Howard's 
speech was “a bizarre mixture” 
of complacency and despera- 
tion. “He was complacent about 
the level of recorded crime, 
which has more than doubled 
under the Tbries, and desperate 
because he knows that the 
Ibries are no longer trusted on 
law and order.” 

Alan Beith, Liberal Democ- 
rat home affairs spokesman 
said Mr Howard’s proposals 
were “merely window-dress- 
ing” for the party faithful Echo- 



fog Lord Ihylor, the Lord Chief 
Justice, he condemned the Gov- 
ernment over the high level of 
crime that was not being cleared 
up. “There was not a word 
about providing more police of- 
ficers to tackle crime and catch 
c riminals .” Mr Beith protested. 

The main criticism was the in- 
herent danger is taking away 
judges powers to fix .sentences 
- thereby denying Sherri foe 
ability to hand out different 
punishments toreflect-lhe dif- 
fering severity of a cxifoe. $ut 
the second was that ihe un- 
posted plans- wouldlead 
massive leap m the prison -j 
illation which, at over 52X 
the highest in ] 
bursting at the sraunql 1 -r 

The end of xefoissrontWas 
likely to lead to ap focrea^etof 
15,000 on a 
clampdown onT 
lead to a further:.,. 

. Research has; -shown that 

pkvrouWonlyl^^to less § m 
a two-per-cent dribpmcriin - 
but the costs pFbufldforfAd 

into billions.: 

' Prison staffwfcrei 
the ending of i 
mean there was j 




Critic: Jack Straw 
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Over 75% of business people 
listen to Commercial Radio. 


Commercial Radio reaches more than 75m 0 t all business people every month. That's around 900.000 of them 
More thgndhe daily business readership of all national broadsheet newspapers put together. 

Commercial Radio. Its time has come. 



For more information about advertising on Commercial Radio, contact your advertising 


agency. 
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Forget Shakespeare and Pam Ayres, Kipling’s poem is chosen as 


IF 


If you can keep your head when all abcwt you . 
Are losmg theirs and blaming it on you, '. 

ypu can trust yourseif when all men doubt you. 
But make allowance for their doubting too; 
rf you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 

Or being lied about, don't deal in lies, v * • 
Or being hated, don't give way to hating 
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 


If you can dream - and not make dreams your master; 
If you can think - and nottnake thoughts your aim; ' 
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster ■ . 

And treat those two imposters just the same; 

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken 
Twisted by Knaves to make a trap fpr fools,.. ;■ 

. Or watehthe things you gave your jHe : toy broken, '' 
And stoop and build 'em up with wohHxit toois: 


If you can make one heap of all your winnings 
And -risk ft on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 

And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
And never breathe, a word about your loss; 

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 
To sente your turn long after they are gone. 

And so hold on when there is nothing in you 
Except the Will whteh sevs to them: “Hold on!” 


news 

the nation's favourite 

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 

Or walk, with Kings - nor lose the common touch. 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 

If all men count with you, but none too much; 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 
With sixty seconds* worth of distance run, 

’fours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, 

And - which is more - you’ll be a Man, my son! 

Rudyard Kipling 



and say ‘If is the best of all 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Reporter 

A poll to find the nation’s 
favourite poem — an event 
which could have provided 
Britain’s most embarrassing 
publicity since the survey which 
found that Rolf Harris was the 

S c's best-known artist - 
1 respectably, if not with a 
last night. 

[ After sot days of voting the 
people’s choice, with more than 
(double the votes of its nearest 
rival , turned out to be Rudyard 
Kipling’s// — admittedly redo- 
ent of the former O-Level syl- 
abus, but the work of a Nobel 
aureate none the less. 

The rest of the Top 10, how- 
sver, turned up some surprises, 
rhey were Tennyson’s The Lady 
if Shallot, Walter de la Mare’s 
rite Listener; Stevie Smith's 
Vot Waving Bui Drowning; 
Vordsworth’s Daffodils (“He 
vandered lonely as a cloud”); 
Ceats’s To Autumn and his Ode 
bA Nightingale; WB Yeats’ The 
nke Isle of Innisfree and He 
Vishes For The Cloths Of Heav- 


en and Wilfred Owen’s wax 
poem, Duke Et Decorum Est. 

The poll to find the nation’s 
favourite poem began on Sat- 
urday and finished at noon yes- 
terday, National Poetiy Day. 
Nominations - of any poem m 
the world- were made by 7,500 
calls to a premium-rate tele- 
phone number by members of 
the public. Votes were cast for 
more than 200 authors and al- 
most 1,000 poems^with Cargoes, 
John Masefield’s rhythmic tour 
deforce, and Lewis Cacroirs/ob- 
berwocky both losing an early 
lead. 

The choice of If comes as 
something as a relief to staff of 
BBCs The Bookworm, who or- 
ganised the poll and arranged 
for the acclaimed. Shake- 
spearean actor. Sir Ian McK- 
ellen, to read the top choices on 
BBC1 at 10.20pm tonight 

There had been pessimistic 
speculation that the public 
would go for a poem rather 
lighter in tone, such as Pam 
Ayres’s Oh, I Wish Fd Looked 
After Me Teeth, a ditty on the 
corrosive effect of toffee. 


D’lf* Rudyard .Wpfi^gT. 

2) The. Lady of ShaRdty 
Alfred, Lord Iferihyson 

3) The listener*, - • • 

W&fer de fa Mare: / - 

4) 'Not Waving but . ... . 
Drowning’, Stew'eSraKh 

$j ‘DalfedflsV : ; V ; . 

Wflfiam Wordsworth : -. * 

6) To Autumn*, 

John Keats ’ ' ‘ . 

7) 7he lake Isle of 
Innisfree’, WB Yeats 

8) 'Dulce et Decorum 
Esf, Wilfred Owen- . - 

9) ‘Ode to a • 
Nightingale’, John Keats 

10) ‘He Wishes for the 
Cloths of -HeavenVWB 
Yeats 

But although it won a fol- 
lowing, it was more than bal- 
anced by the votes for poems by 
Byron, Keats, Robert Frost, 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, Wil- 


fred Owen, John Donne and 
Thomas Gray. 

The favourite modem poets 
to emerge from the smyey were 
Carol Ann Duffy and Simon Ar- 
mitage, while the children’s' 
vote was overwhelmingly in 
favour of Quentin Blake and Al- 
lan Ahlberg. 

The only great British poet 
who failed to win a respectable 
share was, oddly enough, 
William Shakespeare, even 
though the bookmakers Lad- 
brokes had laid odds of two to 
one that Sonnet 18 (“Shall I 
compare thee to a summer’s 
day”) would win. 

In fact, none of the poems 
chosen by the bookies as top 
favourites — William Blake’s 
The Tyger, John Donne’s Holy 
Sonnet, Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning’s Sonnet From The 
Portuguese (“How do I love 
thee? Let me count the wavs”) 
and WH Auden’s Funeral Blues, 
famously quoted in the film Jtwr 
Wedding y And A Funeral — 
came close. 

Some poems nominated 
completely baffled Daisy Good- 


win, The Bookworm's executive 
producer, and poetry experts. 
Last night, they were trying to 
identify Anne Marie Cusack's 
Paradise (15 votes) and Hazel 
Shrumpldn's My Memories . 

Other problems stemmed 
from the difficulties experi- 
enced by the staff drafted m to 
decipher the names of the po- 
ets and poems from the an- 
swerphone messages left by 
callers. They recorded numer- 
ous votes for a weird character 
called Lord Biyon. while other 
suspicious nominations indnd- 
ed Allergy In A Country Chur- 
chyard, Golchy et Gwdckorum 
Est, The Rhubarb of O' Mark I 
Am, AA Milne’s Ms pas and Not 
Wading Bui Drowning. 

Ms Goodwin said she was 
delighted with the results. “The 
range of votes is incredible. 
Apart from Hazel Shrumpkin 
and Anne Marie Cusack, pret- 
ty much every well-known poet 
got votes. It shows that the great 
British public is a lot more dis- 
cerning about poetry than any- 
one would give them credit 
for,” she said. 


lational Poetry Day: for better or verse? 


William Seighart successfully broke 
idown the barriers to make poetry fun 


But poet Ken Smith rues the fact that 
poetry’s share of the market is shrinking 


hie of the oddest thing?; about 
ying to start a National Poet- 
’ Day some IS months ago was 
tat most of the people I spoke 
) thought that there already 
as one. And, coupled with that 
ddness, came the excitement 
lat almost everyone was will- 
g to help. 

Whht began as an idea in the 
ith quick^ became a band- 
agon that swept through 
ritain and Ireland, supported 
f wharctfh ohfy be described 
■ a group of “poetry oom- 
andos” sandbagging broad- 
isteis, publishers and 
iblirists to back this fanciful 
heme. Any doubts as to the 
Mential pitfalls were set aside 
; venues were booked, poem- 
irds and posters printed and 
riverful organisations like the 
BC and the Arts Council of- 
red enthusiastic support. 
Why dp it? Because it’s fun. 
fe set out to break down the 
irriers and embarrassment 
sociated with reading poetry 


aloud. If yon can break through 
our traditional Anglo-Saxon 
reticence and allow more of the 
Celtic into our lives we would 
aD admit to lilting a little poet- 
ry from somewhere. Poetry is 
magnificent companion in this 
busy modem world, often giv- 
ing us a vocabulary for emotions 
we cannot express. 

, The public response, to Na- 
tional PoetryDay shows that we William Siegfrart above, and 
have succeeded™ oar aim -po- -Keq Sipfth, below 
etryisaHvr^Wd! iffia locking. It 
was and is a call to arms for 
everyone who loves poetry to • 
join in the fun. I hope the work 
of the Forward Poetry Bust, 
with organisations like The Po- 
etry Society, help to dispel any 
remaining prejudice people 
have about the role of poetry in 
their lives- Here’s to next year. 

WUtiomSieghart is Director qf 
Forward Publishing and Chair- 
man of the Forward Poetry Trust 
which administers National Po- 
etry Day. 



National Poetry Day is here 
again, the second of its ilk. 
And yes, I have to say that any- 
thing that promotes poetry has 
to be useful. 

And apt. In the last two 
decades writing poetry became 
one of the lew growth industries 
in this ailing isle. As the dole 
queues lengthened it seemed 
jmore and more people turned 
to writing. Groups and centres 
and courses sprang up - con- 
temporary poetry and creative 
writing entered the national 
curriculum, poets entered 
schools and pubs and prisons. 
For the young and upcoming 
there are more and more glit- 
tering prizes, and in recent 

They now 

talk about their “careers”. 

Even so, a recent Arts Coun- 
cil inquiry into who knows what 
in poetry was a triumph for the 
femDiar and the banaL And any- 
way, what's it all for, when the 
market share is shrinking? 


The collapse of the Net Bode 
Agreement means less poetry 
w01 get published, with fewer 
bookshops in which to find iL 
Recent major casualties in the 
poetry publishing trade repre- 
sent decisions made not by po- 
etry lovers or promoters but by 
accountants. Result: more po- 
ets chasing fewer publishers. 
Less volumes, slim or otherwise. 

Anyway, and here’s the rub: 
last year on .this, tor JhfW was 
• a lot of poetic activity by poets. 
This year, it seems to be read- 
ings of favourite poems by 
celebrities, the safe familiar 
verse declaimed by the safe 
and familiar faces. 

And what will I be doing on 
National Poetry Day? 

Bugger AIL Bah humbug. 

Ken Smith's publications in- 
clude The Poet Reclining, Terra, 
Wormwood, The Heart of the 
Border, Tender to the Queen of 
Spam, Inside Time, Berlin Com- 
ing in from the Cold. 




The nation’s choice: Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936), whose classic poem ‘IT, was a favourite 
of Marie Curie, Ills contemporary and a fellow Nobel prize-winner 


Celinet 
£40 a 
month 




Vodafone 
£37 a 
month 


A recent independent survey 
showed that taking the wrong 
turning could prove costly. 
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news 


The Rosemary West trial: Woman accused of 10 murders had ‘open marriage’, say Cromwell Street boarders 

Lodgers tell of couple driven by sex 


WILL BENNETT 

Sex dominated the household at 
25 Cromwell Street, with Rose- 
mary and Frederick West ad- 
mitting that they had an open 
marriage and both of them 
sleeping with lodgers, Win- 
chester Crown Court was told 
yesterday. 

Shirley Robinson, a lodger 
whose remains were laler found 
with those of a foetus at the 
house in Gloucester, became 
pregnant by Mr West while 
Mis Wfest had sex with two men 
on the first night they moved 
into a bed sitting room there. 

“They used to embarrass me 
quite a lot by talking about then- 
open marriage or sex,” said 
Elizabeth Brewer, who moved 
into Cromwell Street as a lodger 
in 1977. 

The court also heard that 
Lynda Gough, whose remains 
were found in the cellar, was a 
regular visitor to the house 
where she had affaire with sev- 
eral lodgers and that Juanita 
Mott, another victim, rented a 
room there. 

Mrs West, 41, denies mur- 
dering 10 girls and young 
women whose re mains were 
found at Cromwell Street and 
at the Wests' previous home in 
Gloucester. 

Mr West, who was charged 
with 12 murders, was found 
dead in his prison cel) on 1 Jan- 
uary this year. 

Mrs Brewer told the court 
yesterday that she moved into 
a £7 a week bedroom at 25 
Cromwell Street when she was 
17 and discovered that Mrs 


West bad what she called her 
“special room" which was al- 
ways kept locked. 

She said: “I would constant- 
ly be informed about their open 
marriage and that Rose had her 
boyfriends and Fred had his girl- 
friends. They were quite happy 
to have an open marriage. 

"There would be times when 
they mentioned that they knew 
about people's personal sex 
lives and Mrs West said that 
when she retired she was going 
to spend her whole retirement 
engaged in sexual activity,” 

Mrs Brewer said that both 
Shirley Robinson, 16, and Mrs 
West we re pregnant at the time 
ami that one day she saw Shirley 
and Mr West kissing and cud- 
dling outside the girl’s zoom. 

She became friendly with 
Shirley who asked her if she 
could stay in Mrs Brewer’s 
room. She told the court: "She 
needed to keep away from Mr 
and Mrs West. She spent aD the 
time in my room." 

She said that "there was a 
breakdown in communication” 
between Shirley and the couple 
and that Mr West told her that 
Shirley was becoming too pos- 
sessive towards him, Shirley 
vanished in May, 1978. 

Linda Greening, a neigh- 
bour who lived directly opposite 

25 Cromwell Street tola the 
court that she was pregnant at 
the same time as Mrs West and 
Shirley and was invited over for 
a cup of tea. 

She said that she was 
"shocked" when Mrs West told 
her that Mr West was the father 
of Shirley's unborn child. . She 



Ben StannHand (left) and David Evans, lodgers at the Cromwell Street home of Rose (top) and Fred West 


added that Mrs West did not 
seem upset by this. 

Earlier, Benjamin Stanni- 
iand, another former lodger at 
the house, recalled how Mrs 
West got into bed with him and 
a friend called Alan Davies on 
their first night at the house. 
This was the only time that they 
had sex with her. 

Mr StannHand said that be 
met Lynda Gough in Glouces- 
ter and brought her back to 
Cromwell Street where she be- 


came a regular visitor over the 
next six to seven months. 

He said that he also remem- 
bered Caroline Owens, who 
was the victim of a sex attack by 
the Wests for which they were 
subsequently fined. Brian Leve- 
son QC, prosecuting, asked: 
"Did you see her after she had 
stopped living at the house?” 
MrSunnDand replied: "Only 
on one occasion. I went down- 
stairs to bang on Mrs West’s 
door to borrow the hoover to do 


some cleaning op and on open- 
ing the door she was there.” 

Under crass examination by 
Richard Ferguson QC, de- 
fending Mrs West, he said that 
Mrs Owens was not crying and 
that he did not notioe any bruis- 
ing on herface. 

He said that during the pe- 
riod of about 14 months that he 
spent at Cromwell Street in 
1972-3, the Gloucestershire po- 
lice raided tenants at the bouse 
looking for drugs. 


This was confirmed by David 
Evans, another former tenant, 
who was convicted and fined for 
possessing cannabis. He said 
t hat drug squad officers came 
to the house three times during 
this period. 

Asked about Mrs West, Mr 
Evans said: "She was the land- 
lady but she would come up- 
stairs now and a gain because 
she liked sex." He said they had 
sexual intercourse once. 

He told the jury of eight 


men and four women that he 
had also bad a sexual relation- 
ship with Lynda Gough for a 
time but she suddenly stopped 
visiting the house. 

Mr Evans said: “Rose came 
-up one mornmg and said that 
Lynda Gough had hit her 
daughter while babysitting and 
that she would not be coming 
back to the house again." 

The last time he saw Lynda 
was when she had an argument 

with Alan Davies, another 
lodger, audit was after that that 
Mis West told him that she had 
been sacked as the babysitter. 

The jury was also read 
records from GfoacesteE Roy- 
al Hospital yesterday. The first 
showed that Mr West was ad- 
mitted to’the casualty unit at 25 
minutes past midnight oh Jan- 
uary 3, 1974, with a severe lac- 
eration to his right hand. 

This was a week after Lucy 
Partington, whose remains were 
found in the Cromwell Street 
cedar, disappeared in Chel- 
tenham. A knife was found 
with her bones in the grave. 

The second showed that Mis 
West was admitted to the hos- 
pital on 13 August 1974 with a 
cut to her right band. 

When she arrived at the ca- 
sualty department she gave the 
reason for the wound as "play- 
ing around with knives". 

The jury will visit 25 
Cromwell Street next Thursday. 
Mr Justice ManteU, the judge, 
said he had reservations about 
the trip but granted their re- 
quest to look round the house 
and garden. 

The case continues today. 


Ibxic gas Mamed 
for miner’s death 

The Mines Inspectorate 1st 
■night launched an inquiry ino 
the death of a miner thought 0 
have been asphyxiated after a 
inrush of gasdW metres betav 
ground at Thoresby collieiy,u 
Nottinghamshire. 

Andrew Fielding, 39, a 1- 
ther-of-two, is the first fataby 
at a pit run by RJB Minin, 
which last year bought the btk 
of British GsaLltoo other mfo- 
ers and four rescue worfces 
were treated for brealhiq 
problems. The National Unia 
of Mineworkers said miners i 
the pit had been complaining fir 
weeks about oQ fumes. 

Boy in murder case 

A 13-year-old boy is to apper 
in court today accused of tb 
murder of a vagrant fount 
burning m a park at Eastkigj, 
Hampshire, last month. Ala 
Whittle, 50, died from to 
injuries last week. 

Mail jobs threat 

The Royal Mail dismissal 
Haims by the Commamcatia 
Workers Union that'a leakd 
management report reveals t 
plans to axe 130 full and ten 
porary jobs over the next sc 
months in Northern Irelari 
and Scotland. 

Three efie in arson 

A murder inquiry was Iaunchd 
after Diane Jones, 22, and hr 
daughters aged two and. oc 
died in a fire at their home i 
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Young blames BR 
for 56% fares hike 
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CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Sr George Young, the Secretary 
of State for Transport stirred up 
a political row by blaming 
British Rail for the 56 percent 
fares increased imposed on a 
group of commuters in the 
West Country. 

In a statement issued yester- 
day. Sir George also said that 
it was the type of problem 
which privatisation was de- 
signed to solve, but his remarks 
were immediately dismissed as 
“ludicrous” by Labour. 

The increase was imposed by 
the Regional Railways South 
"Wales Mid West train company 
for early-morning travellers be- 
tween Exmoutb and Paignton 
and came to light following a 
complaint by the father of 13- 
year-old schoolboy Steven Sil- 
verman. 

John SOverman found that 
the seven-week season ticket for 
his son to travel the seven miles 
to Rare station, Tbrquay , to go 
to school had risen from JE38J25 
to £59.60 


A letter from South Whies 
and West to Mr Silverman said 
that the price changes were 
. made because of an “extreme 
demand situation”. Apparent- 
ly 250 people, mainly focal stu- 
dents, have being trying to cram 
onto the 150-seater 7.20am 
train and the return 4.12pm was 
also very overcrowded. 

The rail company says it does 
not have the additional rolling 
stock to increase the length of 
the train. 

Sean 0”Neill, the secretary 
of the focal passenger watchdog, 
RUCC, said that his organisa- 
tion had not been alerted about 
the rise by the train operator. 
“There is supposed to be a 
statutory duty for them to in- 
form us but the system has not 
worked since the reorganisation 
of the railways in 1994," he said. 

Eryl Jones, spokesman for 
South W&les and West said that 
the increase on the Exmouth to 
Paignton line was unique: 
“Overall, our fares went up in 
May by just under the nation- 
al inflation rate. And several 
fares have gone down.” 


Police found petrol around tfc 
frontdoor. 

Sikh wins review 

Karamjit Singh Chahal, 47a 
Sikh who has been held in jil 
fra five years while he tricso 
fight deportation to India, wn 
permission to seek judial 
review in the High Court of is 
detention. The Gayemmat 
says he is a terrorist. ■ 

Beggar banned 

MichadWalker, 41, a beggr, 
was banned “indefinitely” frin 
St Mary’s Church, Saffrn 
Wfclden, and St John’s, Start- 
ed, both in Essex, after a Hh 
Court judge granted an injuc- 
tion following complaints ie 
stote from collection boxes ad 
abused visitors. 1 
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Clarke targets Middle England 
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COLJfJ BROWN 

Chief; Political Correspondent 

The ; Chancellor yesterday 
the conference that 
cuts irj.publk expenditure to pay 
for tax aits could mean change 
in policy. 

Urging his party to support 

the spending cuts, which wiD be 

announced with the Budget in 
November, Kenneth Clarke 
said *] controlling spending re- 
quires policy change as well". 

HdaJso reaffirmed the Gov- 
ernment's priority to ]ow infla- 
tion at the heart of its economic 
strategy. Mr Clarke sought to 
offer \the hard-pressed Tbry 
voters! in “Middle England" 
the prospect of rewards in the 
Budget. 

But he was given a lukewarm 
applause at the end of a debate 
on thf: economy that exposed 
f the widespread unrest 
party over the past in- 
; in taxes and the plight 
e buyers. 

was given a dutiful stand- 
ing Ovation, with Baroness 
That her and the Prime Mm- 
ister ; mbohcally side-by-side on 
the p atform for the first time, 
but it registered one of the low- 
est r« a dings of the week on the 
Indc) endenfs clapometer. 

Fa ring calls from the hall for 
tax a Iowan ces for housewives, 
and I le restoration of mortgage 
tax r lief for home owners, Mr 
Gar ;e said many felt “the time 
has tpme for some reward in the 
udget”. 

g the words of Francis 
art in The House of Cards 
their hopes would be 
ed, Mr Clarke went on: 
may think that - but 1 
ft possibly comment." 
e Chancellor made h dear 
ould direct his Budget at 






Laughing matter The Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, in jocular mood at Blackpool yesterday 


“Middle England" and his 
speech targeted the demands 
for help in nearly 200 motions 
for the economic debate. 

“It will be a Budget based on 
traditional values. It will be a 
Budget that I am looking for- 


ward to a lotmore than the last 
two,” said Mr Clarke, who 
raised £3.9bn in taxes in 1994. 

“It will be a Budget that ad- 
dresses Middle England, and 
Middle Whies and Middle Scot- 
land and Middle Ulster. 


“The people who are hard- 
working and self-reliant Our 
people who want to get on. Our 
people who take responsibility 
for themselves and for then: 
families. Our people who want 
to give their children a better 


Photograph: Brian Harris 

start than they had themselves." 
Mr Clarke added: “Cutting the 
tax we want to cut can’t be done 
all in one go. It must not be 
done thoughtlessly and it must 
be the start of a process con- 
tinuing into the future. 


“Wfe will only cut taxes when 

it is in the interests of the 
British economy to do so. The 
British people are a responsible 
people who would not want it 
any other way- So when we cut 
taxes, it will last. When we cut 
taxes, it will be for keeps. Mr 
Blair is terrified that we might 
be able to oil taxes.” 

The Labour leader was “just 
the smile on the face of the 
Labour movement”, he said. 
Real Labour, behind its grinning 
leader, was "gritting its teeth 
and biting its longue tiD after the 
next election”. 

Mr Clarke urged supporters 
to write to him with evidence of 
Labour spending pledges, and 
made it clear dm lories will seek 

to repeat the 1992 election 
campaign against Labour’s al- 
leged “tax bombshell". 

In the debate, Edward Rus- 
sell (South Shields) said the cut 
10 per cent cut in Miras had 
caused “a great slump in our 
popularity". 

A three-year rolling pro- 
gramme of tax cuts, starting in 
the next Budget, was demand- 
ed by Robert Guy (Richmond). 
Pauline Blow (West Midlands) 
said married one- earner fami- 
lies were at a disadvantage 
compared to two-earner parents 
and single parents. “Transfer- 
able tax allowances would 
help,” she said. “We are asking 
you to give one-earner couples 
the tax advantages that dual- 
earner couples have." 

John Godfrey, a former min- 
isterial adviser, was heckled 
when he urged the Chancellor 
to adopt Gordon Brown's plan 
for a windfall profits tax on the 
privatised utilities. “Shame," 
shouted one representative, 
showing Mr Clarke he will have 
no easy choices. 
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Wiliam Hague: Lost youth 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

The youngest Cabinet minister, 
Wiliam Hague, 34, yesterday 
made an attempt to match 
Labour’s claim to appeal to 
young people in a special con- 
ference session which paraded 
a series of young speakers pro- 
claiming Tbry values. 

The balding Mr Hague, Sec- 
retary of State for Mies, re- 
called hB first speech to the Tbiy 
conference at the even younger 
age of 16 in 197SLwhen he first 


impressed Margaret Thatcher, 
as oe led a drive to counter Tbny 
Blair’s “young country” theme. 

Party strategists are acutely 
aware that the average age of 
Tbry party members is 62, and 
that the representatives in 
Blackpool are markedly older 
than the delegates to last week’s 
Labour conference in Brighton. 

But Mr Hague claimed 
youngpeople today are in tune 
with Ttuyjtolkaes and beliefs. 
He said: “Ex the first time since 
the 1930s we are seeingayoung 
generation which is not the 


natural ally of the political left" 
He went om “When 1 went to 
university, I used to debate 
with wild-eyed Marxist idealists 
who filled debating chambers 
with calls for unilateral disar- 
mament and nationalisation.” 
Now young people believed in 
“choice, freedom, indepen- 
dence". 

But he admitted: “No one 
younger than me can fully re- 
member a Labour government 
in all its grubby and miserable 
detail. And it’s true that that is 
our problem." 


Called “Spotlight on the 
Young", the session was 
launched with a video featuring 
Sebastian Coe’s 1984 gold 
medal for the 1500m in the Los 
Angeles Olympics. It was in- 
troduced by Mr Coe, 39, now 
the Tbry MP for Falmouth: “I 
believe there is a gold medal in 
all of us,” he told the confer- 
ence. “Young people are not, as 
the Labour Party tried to tell us 
last week, sitting jelly-like wait- 
ing for state handouts”. 

Mr Coe introduced some 
models of Conservative youth. 


who addressed the conference, 
and interviewed some more in 
the front row, in a parody of the 
live television coverage. Clare 
Stowe, 23, a teacher from Hunt- 
ingdon, Cambridgeshire, linked 
Mr Coe’s athletic achievements 
to Tbry philosophy: “Children 
need to understand competitive 
games as life is competitive.” 
But one young Tory who did 

not speak was Justin Hinchdiffe, 
14, the rigfrt-wmg representative 
who provoked a row last week 
when it seemed he might be ex- 
cluded from the conference. 
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Clarke carries a Europe debate: Euro-sceptics back Defence Secretary 

‘tattered’ flag 


Ken Clarke stOi carries the tat- 
tered flag of decency in the Tbry 
party. But the pincers are clos- 
ing On him , 

On the day he faced a con- 
ference frantic for personal tax 
cuts, the inflation figure for the 
year to September was an- 
nounced as 3.9 per cent - and 
that is the figure that determines 
the uprating of benefits and 
pensions. 

Yesterday we saw a Chan- 
cellor having to deal with a par- 
ty which has been gripped by 
pre-electoral panic since the 
halfway mark of this parliament 
It would have taken incredible 
political nerve for the Chan- 
cellor not to offer tax cuts in the 
forthcoming budget. The 1922 
Committee would tear him limb 
from limb. Yet there is no eco- 
nomic case at present for cuts 
in personal taxation, nor is it 
likely that they will buy the Toiy 
party a political reprieve. 

Clarke conceded yesterday 
that the tax cutters have won. 
We do not customarily think of 
Clarke as a coquettish politician, 
but he teased the conference 
with: “The time has come for 
some reward in the next bud- 
get” That has taken him beyond 
the point of no return. 

Even as the Chancellor en- 
larged on what he meant by a 
budget that would be based on 
“traditional Tory values”, be 
sought - poignantly, for me - to 
retrieve the irretrievable. It 
would be a budget for “our peo- 
ple who want to send their 
children to good state schools 
and be cared for by the NHS. . . 
our people who have a social 
conscience and want a society 



ALAN HOWARTH 


that can earn the wealth to give 
others less fortunate a helping 
hand.** It will be interesting to 
see how, in November, he rec- 
onciles the two propositions 
- near-terra tax cats and des- 
perately needed increases in 
resources for key publk services. 

In the rest of nis speech the 
Chancellor, in conformity with 
conference ritual, bashed Lab- 
our and bashed Blair. It was 
half-hearted stuff and evoked a 
half-hearted response. 

We can hardly expect a par- 
ty conference to be a seminar, 
yet it would be courteous to cit- 
izens watching on television, and 
possibly a better way to win 
favour, if Conservative ministers 
would treat us to some serious 
discussion. Ken Clarke simply 
asserted that a minim um wage 
and the serial chapter would be 
damagin g, but didn’t begin to 
say why. Michael Howard said, 
at length, that criminals would 
spend longer in prison, and in- 
sisted again that “prison works”. 
But he made no attempt to deal 
with the arguments against this. 
Labour’s debates in Brighton 
were in a different league of 
constructive seriousness. 

Alan Howarth defected from 
the Conservatives to the Labour 
Party last week. 



Centre of attention: The Defence Secretary, Michael Portillo, at a Conservative Way Forward group dinner with Lord Parkinson (left) 

Major drawn into 



COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The row intensified yesterday 
over Michael Portillo's tirade 
against Brussels as sources dose 
to the Secretary of State for De- 
fence confirmed that the Prime 
Minister had seen a text of the 
speech before it was delivered 
to the Conservative Party con- 
ference in BlackpooL 
Some senior party officials 
sought to distance John Major 
from the damage caused by Mr 


Portillo's : _ 

that be had approved the poli- 
cy without seeing the lexL But 
asked whether Mr Major bad 
seen the text, a Portillo source 
said: “Of course." 

That confirmation will em- 
barrass the Prime Minister, and 
is certain to lead to questions 
in the Commons next week 
over whether he approves of the 
line adopted by Mr Portillo. 
Some Cabinet colleagues are 
uncomfortable with the anti- 
Brussels tone set by Mr Portillo 


and are looking to Mr Major to 
seek to repair some of the 
rfotnagp in his speech today to 
the conference. 

A senior official from the Eu- 
ropean Commission sent a fax 
to the BBC accusing Mr PortiDo 
of “Br ussels bashing? and ques- 
tioning whether the Tories 
could lose the election over the 
anti-European tone adopted 
by Mr Pbrtillo. 

Peter Guilford, a senior 
spokesman for the commis- 
sion, sent the fax to the BBC to 
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it a question in a phone-in to 
~ tael Heseltine, die deputy 
Prime Minister. Some senior 
Ibries last night reacted with 
anger that a civil servant from 
Brussels should have inter- 
vened in British politics. 

Mr-Guilforcfs question was; 
How can Michael Heseltine 
reassure those Britons on this 
side of the Channel who are in- 
creasingly convinoed that min- 
isterial Brussels-bashing will 
erode Britain's Influence in the 
European Union at a time 


when it needs it most, and may 
even help toe the Conservatives 

the next election?” 

Mr Heseltine replied: “What 
Michael Portillo was . talking 
about was the concept of a fed- 
eralist state or the surrender of 
interests over British military 
discretion to authorities other 
than that of the British gov- 
ernment. He was malting it 
dear m language that drew at- 
tention to his views that we 
would not be in support of 
that.” 


Photograph; Brian Harris 


row 


Mr Portillo refused to com- 
ment on Mr Guilford’s inter- 
vention, but Kenneth Clarke, 
the Chancellor, who is more 
pro-European, made clear his 
disagreement “The fact that wc 
are deriving enormous benefits 
from our place in Europe, the 
fact that our economies in tbc 
modem world are gettng ever 
more integrated and inter-dc- 
pendent the fact that Britain 
must be a mover and skaker in 
determining hew that rraricet is 
ran k vitally important," he said 


Party faithful resolve 
to calm stormy waters 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 
and JOHN RENTOUL 

Arriving on the conference 
platform to thunderous ap- 
plause yesterday, Margaret 
Thatcher could take satisfaction 
on two counts; she still enjoys 
the affections of the party faith- 
ful, and they are clamouring 
with increased confidence for a 
return to her brand of hard- 
edged Conservatism. 

But to the relief of party man- 
agers there has been tittle of the 
bitter in-fighting that has char- 
acterised the last two Tbiy con- 
ferences. Differences are being 
suppressed in the long run-op 
to the election. 

Europe remains the most di- 
visive issue with the sceptics ar- 
guing against integration at 
numerous fringe meetings. 
However, one seasoned ob- 
server, Michael Dobbs, a former 


: are now talking about nu- 
ances rather than open warfare.” 
John Redwood summed up 
the Right’s demands as budget 


tax cuts for homeowners and 
familie s, more choke in public 
services, and a declaration not 
to join a angle currency. Mr 
Redwood said the party had 
heard “encouraging words”' 
from ministers on lower taxes, 
better services and standing up 
for Britain’s interests abroad. 
“We now need action.” 

The Thatcherite ex-Secre- 
taiy of State for Bfeles has pro- 
posed a £5bn cut is public 
_ this to 
it plans for a 3 per 
cent increase next year, he 
asked: “How many companies 
and families will enjoy that? 
Surely any large organisation 
could get by with a little less." 

Edward Leigh, a former min- 
ister sacked by Mr Major, (old 
a meeting organised by the 
Freedom Association that the 
party should stop “wallowing in 
self-doubt” and return to poli- 
cies that took power out of the 
hands of the state. 

Confirmation for the sceptics 
that they have won the argu- 
ment on Europe came with the 


return to the platform of Lord 
Ikbbit and a bandshaJe from 
the Prime Minister. Two years 
ago, the former party chairman 
shook the conference with a 
fierce anti-European Union 
speech from the floor. 

“Don’t rock the boat vhen it 
is turning to a more sensible 
course,” Lord Tebbit ;old a 
meeting of the Conservative 
Wty Forward group. Petr Lil- 
ley. Secretary of Mate br So- 
cial Security, ‘reaffirmed his 
own Enro-sceplicism from the 
shared platform but resisted de- 
mands for a more right-wing 
policy on welfare. 

From the left of the party, 
Stephen Donell, Secretary of 
State for. Health, delivered a 
aided rebuke to the radical 
right. “Revolutionary change 
disorients people. They Income 
frightened by the unfamiiarity 
of the landscape and become 
easy prey for the peddlers of 
fraudulent certainties.” Ken- 
neth Clarke, the Chancellor, 
added; “Slightly undue attention 
is paid to the noisier elements.” 
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‘Irritated’ 

Major may 
lose out on 
Nobel prize 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tlie Prime Minister was irri- 
tated last night by r um ours 
sweeping the Tbry party con- 
ference that he may be exclud- 
ed from the Nobel Peace Prize 
to be awarded today for bring- 
ing peace to Northern Ireland. 

Rumours in Washington 
Dublin suggested the Nobel 
panel may have decided to give 
the award to Albert Reynolds, 
the former Irish Prime Minis- 
ter, and John Hume, the leader 
of the SDLP, excluding John 
Major and Gerry Adams, the 
Sinn Fein president. 

Mr Major is among the nom- 
ina lions with Mr Reynolds and 
die announcement, (hie at 11am 
today, threatens to overshadow 
the Prime Minister’s keynote 
speech to the conference, which 
he will be making at the 
time. 

Aides said last night that he 
had not been told who had won 
the $lm prize but “he is irri- 
tated”. If he wins the award it 
could be a remarkable feather 
in his cap, which could produce 
a substantial political bonus 
for the Prime Minister. 

The Secretary of Slate for 
Northern Ireland, Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, will seek to push the 
peace process forward next 
week in talks with Dick Spring, 
the Irish Foreign Minister. 
There are accelerating contacts 
between the two governments 
and Sinn Fein leaders in an at- 
tempt to overcome the impasse 
in the peace process. 

Michael Ancram, the North- 
ern Ireland minister who is act- 
ing as a go-between for the 
parties, had useful talks with 
Martin McGuinness, the Sinn 
Fein leader, and is hopeful it will 
drop opposition to a commis- 
sion to oversee the decommis- 
sioning of IRA weapons. 

Sinn Fein is being brought 
under strong pressure from 
Washington to agree to the in- 
ternational commission, which 
will be headed by a respected 


US figure. London and Dublin 
support the idea, and British 
ministers believe it remains the 
key to making further progress 
towards inclusive all-party raTlre 

Officials denied a report that 
there was early prospect of 
Gerry Adams sitting down with 
David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leader, unless there is 
progress on decommissioning. 
But Irish sources noted a soft- 
ening by Sir Patrick on three 
conditions, including decom- 
missioning IRA arms, set out in 
Washington for Sinn Fein to 
take part in alfyparty talks. 

Sir Batrickyesteraay told the 
Tory party conference he was 
seekmg the three conditions, but 
that was seen as a shift from 
earlier demands. He outlined 
the twin-track formula, for the 
commission and a fresh round 
of prehminaiy talks involving all 
the parties; which was to have 
been announced at the summit 
between Mr Major and John 
Bruton, the Irish premier. 

The summit had to be called 
off by the Irish when Sinn Fein 
rejected the commission Sir 
Patrick made it clear the com- 
mission proposal was not dead 
and a fresh s ummi t could be 
arranged next month, before 
President Clinton visits Trt ndnn 
and Dublin. 

If the commission can be ac- 
cepted, Sinn Fein will quickly 
move to the bilateral or trilat- 
eral talks with the two govern- 
ments, and, probably, the SDLR 

Sir Patrick said Sinn Fein 
could only join the all-paily talks 
with the Ulster Unionists after 
progress an decommissioning 
“We have proposed preHminaiy 
talks, with all parties able to con- 
tribute, to prepare the ground 
for the later all-party political 
negotiations. 

“But we will not call for such 
all-paity negotiations on the po- 
litical future of Northern Ireland 
when we know that, for lack of 
the necessary confidence, those 
parties representing most of the 
people of Northern Ireland will 
not come,” he said. . 



not given quite 
enough rope 


The party with an average age 
of 62 (and that is just the Young 


day morning to prove, despite 
all appearances to the con- 
trary, that it had young blood 
coursng through its veins It (fid 
this by inviting a 39-year-old re- 
tired athlete and a 34-year-old 
slap-head to launch its focus on 
youth. No wonder Seb Coe 
and William Hague looked em- 
barrassed: just about to face up 
to mid-life crisis, here were the 
pair of them expected to act as 
MCs at the Tbry rave. 

Coe, the runner who defied 
Mrs Thatcher to gain his first 
gold medal at Moscow, said he 
was going to introduce us to 
some young Tbries whose 
achievements, he claimed, m 
their own way were equal to his. 
Ihkmg a microphone, he pa- 
trolled the conference hall pick- 
ing oat youngsters. 

“And what do you do?” he 

asked them, Hke a royal on walk- 
about- “Fm training to be a so- 
licitor,” said one. “Well done,” 

he replied. At .the risk erf sound- 
ing unduly cynical. I’m not sure 
if, as an achievement, going to 
law school to learn the intrica- 
cies of chargeable time oppor- 
tunities quite matches breaking 
the world 800 metres record. 

The conference clearly 
agreed. It wasn’t youth that got 
it back on to full throaty, stand- 
ing adolescent form. It was the 
return of old times, old values, 
old Lady Thatcher. Her Lady- 

shm arrived on stage for the eo> 
I j-l- *■» hop onnKlrtnCfi 



UU1111U9 UVAHILWi - 

-provoking, in parts of the nu_ 
an ovation which shot past the 
orgasmic. Other parts, howev- 
er, mainly those housing Leon 
Brittan, could barely bring 
themselves to dap- 

It was a shrewd move by Ken- 
neth Clarke to invite Lady 
Thatcher to share b&ptatfonn. 
potentially the least poplar 
speaker or the week, he basked 
into reflected glory and shone. 
Mainly from the upper lip, as it 
happens; the lights unforgjwngly 
catching the sweat building on 
his face. The portly Mr Clarke 
sweated because his deficit 
grows ever bigger; his stomach 
breaking the restraints of his 
double-breasted suit to rest, 
comfortably, on the lectern. 
“In the last year we have grown 


JIM WHITE 


faster than any other country he 
Europe," he yelped in triumph 
at one point And that was just 
around the r.hm. 

More old friends appeared in 
the afternoon: law, order and 
Norman Tebbit 

The annual Home Affairs 
debate is the time that Tbry 
inbuths traditionally produce 
enough foam to keep one of 
Jack Straw’s squeegee mer- 
chants’ bucket frill fora month. 
But this year, it seemed a more 
muted affair, it took 45 minutes 
before the first delegate de- 
manded the return of capital 
punishment 

Michael Howard - the man 
who should kmgago have been 
■ committed for cranes against 
the letter “U - started slowly 
too. His first speech as Home 
Secretary had included 27 new 
proposals, but here, for the 
kind of red-toothed Tbry who 
believes judges are dangerous 
liberals, there were worrying 
.moments of spineless indeci- 
sion: waffle about- stopping 
racial attacks, fashionable non- 
sense about identifying chil- 
dren at risk and helping them. 
U I today announce,” he finally 
said, to a hall-wide intake of 
breath, “the creation of the 
Crime Prevention Agency”. 
There they were hoping for the 
rope, and got a quango. 

fortunately for the length of 
his ovation. Howard pulled it 
round at the end, poshing his 
rfagg-jt up on to the bridge of 
ms nose to prove be was about 
to get tough. A return t o hon- 
esty in sentencing, be promised: 

“Five years should mean five 
years, "And “those convicted Ifor 
the second time of violent crime 

will get life.” Even this an- 
nouncemen t was not enough for 
one delegate, an elderiy, white- 
haired woman who baMed “No* 
no, string ’em up.” Those bois- 
terousyoung Tbries: Iblame the 
parents. 





Cue applause; Baroness Thatcher, who Is 70 today and will celebrate with a champagne reception at Claridge’s, taking her bow on the platform yesterday Photograph: Brian Hams 
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for their efforts and the contribution they make. 

Unless they create an environment where 
everyone knows what's going on and what's 
expected of them. A climate in which anyone and 
everyone can come up with ideas and suggestions. 

Unless they introduce regular reviews and staff 
appraisals, leading to tailor-made training. 

If you work for one of these companies, don't 
give up hope. Ring 0345 70 71 72 (9am to 9pm 
weekdays, local rate) for an information pack. 

Find out how you can help the company evolve. 
And how you can evolve into part of a go-ahead 
team. You know what they say. 'Adapt or Die'. 
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Fight to televise I Girls on target in 

Premier League 
matches looms 



DAVID HELUERand 
MATHEW HORSMAN 

A bailie for the rights to broad- 
cast Premier League football is 

looming, as rivaj bidders line up 

to wrest control of the sport's 
top televised matches from the 
dutches of Sky television. 

Although Sky, which is 40 per 
cent owned by Rupert Mur- 
doch's News Corporation, re- 
mains the favourite, dub owners 

said yesterday rival bids were in- 
evitable. 

“We're starting with a blank 
sheet of paper and the only 
thing that wiH determine the 
outcome is money," said Fred- 
die Fletcher, chief executive of 
Newcastle United. 

The Independent has learned 
that at least three groups — 
sports agency IMG, media com- 
pany Mirror Group and Orbit, 
a Rome-based broadcaster 
owned by Middle Eastern in- 
terests — are among the po- 
tential rivals. The groups are 
expected to form consortia to 
take on Mr Murdoch. 

The arrival of competing bid- 
ders to the scene is sure to push 
up the price football owners can 
extract from the winner. 


Sky has the edge going into 
the negotiations. It is coming 
towards the final stages of a five- 
year contract - which expires at 
the end of next season - worth 

£200 m, with the Premier 

League, and it has the right to 
match any other offer. Only by 
bidding more than Sky’s deep 
pockets could handle would a 
rival win ouL 

“I don’t think it's right to talk 
publicly about the details of the 
negotiations," Mr Fletcher said. 
“What I can say is that this con- 
tract will be worth a heck of a 
lot more than the last one, and 
anybody who thinks Sky has it 
all sewn up just does not know 
the facts. I will be amazed if 
there's not enormous interest 
from broadcasters all over the 
world,” he said. 

The emergence of Rome- 
based Orbit appears to prove 
Mr Fletcher’s point Sources at 
the company say its eventual 
aim is to comer the market for 
pay-TV in Europe and beyond 
once regulations arc relaxed. 

Already it runs a digital mul- 
ti-channel pay-TV service broad- 
casting news, entertainment 
films and sports channels to 23 
countries in the Middle East and 


Africa. It broadcasts Premier 
League and FA Cup games live 
to its subscribers through its 
sports channel. The company, 
which has its transmission cen- 
tre outside Rome, is wholly 
owned by the Mawarid group 
from Saudi Arabia. 

The Premier League is also 
in talks with the Endsleigh 
League, which represents the 
three lower divisions. Its rep- 
resentatives met yesterday m 
Bir mingham to dim ike a pro- 
posal from the Football Asso- 
ciation that would combine 
■ rights to the league, the FA Cup 
and international matches. The 
FA is offering £I17m, raised 
from a planned £250m five-year 
deal wilh Sky, the BBC and nv 

The Premier League is be- 
lieved ready to make a counter 
offer to the Endsleigh League, 
arguing that by joining forces, 
the two leagues could extract a 
higher price from broadcasters. 

At this juncture, it is unclear 
how good a deal the Premier 
League will extract from Sky. 
The league suggests a minim um 
of £500m for five years and 
hopes for £800m. Sky scoffs at 
such figures, but proffers none 
of its own publicly. 



Bom kicking; Channelle Hutchinson and Dean Stockwefl, both 11, at the launch in London of the schools’ National Cup Photograph: John Voos 



PACKARD BELL 
-NEW RANGE 
NOW IN STOCK 


EXCLUSIVE 

IN-HOME UPGRADE 
INSTALLATION SERVICE 

Make sure your PC gives you all the 
power you need. Ask in-store 
about our upgrade installation service. 
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• 105mm icon. 
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resolution. 
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Internet. 
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PACKARD BELL 

90tS DX4/75 MUHMEHA PC 

• Intel DX4/75 MHz processor. 

• 8Mb RAM and 420Mb hand 
drive. 

• Complete with software: 
Microsoft Windows 95, 

MS Money, MS Works, 

MS Entertainment Pack, Lotus 
Organizer and 3 CD-ROM tides 

• 1 2 months In-home Service. 


MICROSOFT 

HOME MOUSE 

• Ergonomic 
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Record numbers of female players are 
fighting it out in a schools* competition 
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CLARE GARNER 

Football's sexual revolution 
scored another goal yesterday 
with the launch ora tournament 
for English schools in which one 
in four participants will be giris. 

A record 20,000 school- 
children are expected to take 
part in the indoor five-a-side 
competition organised by the 
English Schools’ Football As- 
sociation and around 5,000 of 
them win be giris. No football 
tournament in the United King- 
dom has ever attracted so many 

female players. - 

Of theI59 different schools’ 
associations which have con- 
firmed they will participate, 66 

- including Newcastle upon 
T^ne, Sheffield, Liverpool, 
Binmagbam, and Southampton 

- have also signed up for the 
girls' competition. 

The National Cup, which 
wfll be sponsored by Wfcgon 
Wheels for the next three years, 
begins at a local level in No- 
vember and culminates in a 
national 'finals at Aston Villa 
Leisure Centre next April. 

Channelle Hutchinson, 11, 
who plays in goal for North 
Westminister . Community 
School’s under- 12s, yesterday 
joined the Arsenal and England 
goalkeeper, David Seaman, arid 
the England Ladies striker. 


Marieanne Spacey, at Stamford 
Badge, west London, to kick off 

thelaunch. 

“Around 10 girls at school 
play football but I think this 
tournament win encourage 
more to play,” said Channelle. 
a keen Arsenal supporter. “It's 
good that they have separate 


fer to play against girls 
cause some of the boys are sexist 
and think : ‘Oh, she must be 
weak, she's a girl'. Girls have 
more talent anyway.” 

Dean StockweU, 11, from 
the same school as Channelle. 
told a different story. While he 
agreed that the tournament 
would get more giris on to the 
pitch he was confident that 
boys.would always be better at , 
the sport “I know girls who 
want to pity all the time. They 
get on my nerves," he said. ’‘I 
am not worried that girls wfll get 
better than us. I know they 
won’t” 

Ms Spacey, 29, welcomed 
die tournament as a way of cBxn- 
inating prejudices at an early 
age. “We nave had to put up 
with so many chauvinists over 
the years who say women 
shouldn't be playing because it’s 
a man’s game. I think it’s going 
to be totally acceptable for girls 
to take part in this tournament 
because it is prestigious. 
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THERE'S A GREAT DEAL GOING ON 

QV[R 3j0 HIGH STREET BRA NCHES NATIONWIDE. TEL: 0181-200 0200 FOR YOUR NEAREST BRANCH 


Lawyer admits 
stealing from 
clients’ funds 


JAMES CUS1CK 

A former solicitor who has so 
far cost foe Law Society com- 
pensation fund an estimated 
£7m after it was discovered 
that be illegally used clients' 
money, yesterday admitted 10 
charges of theft when he ap- 
peared at Maidstone Crown 
Court in Kent 

Graham Ford’s guilty pleas 
covered responsibility for loss- 
es not less than £5m. Bard, 52, 
jeared alongside a former 
league, William Bew, 36, a 
solicitor who worked in the 
probate department of the huge 
law firm which Bard headed. Mr 
Bew, of Cirencester, Glouces- 
tershire, denied four charges in- 
volving the falsification of 
information relating to clients’ 
accounts handled by Ford’s 
firm. The law practice, which 
closed in 1992, once operated 
10 offices in London and foe 
South-east with a staff of 152. 

Ford, now a declared bank- 
rupt, of Battle in East Sussex, 
was struck off by the Law So- 
ciety in 1993 following an in- 
ternal investigation by the 
Solicitors’ Comp lain ts Bureau. 

The thefts occurred between 
1989 and 1992. According toTim 
Barnes QCfar the prosecution, 
Rfwd had “systematically stolen 
u clients’ accounts” by using 
interim bills that were ficti- 
tious. Although the total 
amounts of foe thefts itemised 
in foe lOcfaarges totalled about 
£150,000, Ford’s guilty pleas 
were regarded as specimens of 
foe dishonesty he carried out be- 
tween 1989 and 1992. 

Mr Barnes told the court that 

Ford's overall responsibility was 



Graham Fond: Has cost Law 
Society £7m compensation 

accepted to be asum of not less 
than £5m and that the Law So- 
ciety compensation fund had 
paid out £7m to cover foe loss- 
es incurred by his firm. Most of 
the thefts related to probate 
work carried on by the firm. 
The sums described in the 10 
counts ranged from only a few 
thousand pounds to £29,000 
for one account. 

In September this year, the 
Law Society issued a writ claira- 
tng £8.5m damages from ac- 
countants KPMG over its work 

fSSj? S _S 1 ”’ 1 I he wit claims 
KPMG, which filed annual ac- 
sports on the firm, 
was i “negligent and in breach of 
«s duty ofcare by failing ade- 
jwatcly to examine the account 
and other records". 
isj'MG said it will be "eonicst- 
m S the writ vigorously". 

^ **■ sentenced at the 
CTd of Mr Bcw’s trial, which 
continues today and is expect- 
ed to hut up to eight weeks. 
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news 


may start drug 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Police should not automatical- 
ly be called when pupils axe 
found smoking cannabis, pub- 
lic school heads said yesterday. 
They also called on schools to 
consider drug tests for pupils 
suspected of taking drugs in a 
report drawn up for the Head 
Masters' Conference of top 
public school heads in Dublin. 

Drugs are a growing problem 
in both state and independent 
schools. This year pupils have 
been expelled from schools 
such as Eton, MfflGeld, Welling- 
ton and Westminster for drugs 
offences. 

Keith Dawson, head of Hab- 
erdashers’ Aske's, Hertford- 
shire, who led the working party 
which produced the report, 
said an isolated incident with 
cannabis need not necessarily 
involve the police. “I am not sw- 
ing don’t bother about cannabis, 
but it is a question of a prag- 
matic response." 

Police were often busy with 
serious drug incidents and 
might take a less severe view of 
cannabis smo king than schools. 

The report says police should 
be called to deal with pushers 
and dealers and if pupils are 
found taking dass-A drugs such 
as heroin and ecstasy. 

Schools are free to decide 
their own drugs policy and the 


Job stress ‘forces 
headteachers 
to retire eariy’ 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

Head teachers' jobs are so 
stressful that fewer teachers 
are applying for promotion and 
the majority of heads are retir- 
ing early, according to a survey 
published yesterday. 


Secretary of Stale far E ducatio n 
and Employment, to train as- 
piring heads could simply deter 
even more potential applicants 
by showing them the grim re- 
alities of headship before they 
start, the report's author said 
last night. 

The research showed small 
rural schools and those in the 
inner cities to be the worst af- 
fected. Many teachers have al- 
ways been reluctant to work in 
urban areas, but problems in the 
countryside have escalated be- 
cause of budget cuts. In these 
areas, heads now often face a 
full teaching schedule plus ad- 
ministrative duties. 

The questionnaire of 200 
schools, commissioned by the 
National Association of Head 
Teachers from John Howson, of 
Oxford Brookes University, 
nlsp showed that for the first 
time a majority of new ap- 



pointments were women. But 
more men were still recruited 
in secondary schools, and the 
chances of a woman being ap- 
pointed were far less if there 
were a large number of appli- 
cations. ' . t . 

Mr Howson found that ap- 
plications for primary head- , 
ships had drooped by 20 per 
cent since 1988, and for deputy 
headships by 30 per cent Thir- 
ty per cent of outgoing head 
teachers bad retired early com- 
pared with just 24 per cent 
who tad left at retirement age. 
A quarter of those who had re- 
tired had done.so because of 31 
health or stress. 

Difficulties in recruiting good 
quality head teachers were 
more severe in some areas than 
others, Mr Hcwson found. In in- 
ner London, more than one- 
third of posts had to be 
readvertised in the first seven 
months of 1995 compared with 
less than a quarter last year.In 
Lancashire, which has a large 
number of small rural schools, 
the percentage had risen from 
17 to 26 percent in the same pe- 
riod. Head teachers' salaries 
ranged from less than £25,000 
in one small school to more than 
45,000 in a. large secondary. . 

Mr Howson said teachers 
were being put off applying for 
promotion by budget cuts and 
redundancies as weD as by the 
extra administrative duties im- 
posed through local manage- 
ment. 

He added; “People don’t like 
being the bearers of bad news, 
and if they become head they 
know they may have to tell staff 
that they can’t employ another 
teacher or that they have to cut 
a secretary. Whether Mis Shep- 


David Hart: Salary levels for 
heads must be addressed 


bard’s scheme will encourage 
people to come forward or dis- 
courage them is unclear" 
David Hart, general secretary 
offteNAHX said qualificaltnihs 
would only attract the best po- 
tential heads if salary levels and 
administrato’e support in the job 

were also addressed. 


Volunteers sought far 
breast cancer trials 


The Cancer Research Cam- 
paign yesterday launched an ap- 
peal for 20 , 000 women to take 
pari in “probably the most am- 
bitious cancer trial ever under- 
taken", writes Uz Hunt 
Women with breast cancer 
are needed for a four-year 
study of the drug tamoxifen, a 
successful preventive treatment 
for the disease, which is believed 
to be responsible for the ream 
fall in the death rale. Up to half 
a million women in the United 

Kingdom ulready take the drug, 

but the new trial will focus on 
the benefits - or otherwise - of . 
long-term treatment. Tamoxifen 
has been used since the mid- 
1960s, but was only confirmed 
as a useful preventative treat- 


ment for breast cancer in 1990. 

The trial is being funded by 
the United Kingdom Co-ordi- 
nating Committee for Cancer 
Research, comprising the CRC, 


and the Medical Research 
Council, ft will run in parallel 
with another tamoxifen trial 
which, beean recruiting volun- 
teers earlier this yea, and aims 
to see if the drug can prevent 
bneastcaneerm healthy women 

vrithafamilyhistoiyofthedis- 
ease. This earlier trial ran into 
ethical problems because of 
the risks of giving healthy 
women such a potent hormon- 
al drug. The MRC has twice re- 
fused to back it but is believed 
to be reconsidering its position. 


i 


* t:. 


report treads a difficult path be- . 
tween heads’ conflicting views 
on drug testing. 

It .poses random testing on 
moral and legal grounds and 
says: “Drug testing is not with- 
out its own problems both of 
principle and practice. Some day 
seboois believe that to have drug 
testing in their schools woald in- 
volve an unacceptable invasion 
of the private social activities of 
their pupils, which is essential- 
ly a matter for their parents.” 

However, it says pupils’ 
agreement to testing could be 
used as an alternative to ex- 
pulsion. 

Richard Barker; head of 
Sevehoaks School, Kent, has al- 
ready begun drug testing. He 
said a pupil was expelled in June 
for selling cannabis but nine oth- 
ers were allowed to remain on 
condition that they submitted to 
regular testing. - 

He said; “Drugs is a nation- 
al problem. It is to the credit of 
independent schools that they 
are facing it" 

Some schools expel all pupils 
involved in drug cases. But the 
report warns that this prevents 
heads making allowances for 
different degrees of guilt “It 
may also encourage defeat and 
a dosing of ranks." Expulsion, 
it says, should be used only as 
a last resort 

The working party argues 
that schools which expel pupils 


or ask for their removal have a 
continuing responsibility for 
. them ana the heads should 
find them a new school: 

It says: “We are emphatical- 
ly not proposing a free market 
in pupils who nave been ex- 
pelled for misdemeanours re- 
lating to drugs. However, in 
cases where a head feels able to 
recommend a pupal in good : 
faith, we believe that colleagues : 
should be prepared to accept 
that judgment” 

Mr Dawsoo urged schools to 
find out what pupils thought 
about drugs. He said that this 
hitherto had been forbidden ter- 
ritory with schools and parents 
fearing whal they might uncover 
and pupils afraid of punishment 
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Jungle fever: Sculptor David Hayes puts the finishli^ touches to a Bfestoe Indian Elephant and Bengal Tiger. The work made from fake fur and glass fibre 
and entitled The Tiger Himf wffl form a centrepiece at the Royal Armouries In Leeds, which Is due to open next Easter Photograph: Kippa Matthews 












According to our accountants, -our healthy 
profits would be even more attractive if we did 
no it, year after yea r, spend money on hems 
puzrling to bean-counters. 

Things like the shipload of sand which 
arrived at Liverpool Customs and Excise in 
1985 and then travelled up to Sell afield. 

Clean white sand" from the Mojave desert 
in California, 

To house the stutfE we constructed vast 
stainless steel chambers, each as high as a 
football stadium, and around them we built 
a gleaming new plane SZXEP. The 'Sire Ion 
Exchange Effluent Plant’ 

Mojave sand is no ordinary desert dust. 


It’s a mineral called clinopnblfre-ro geology 
buffs,* hydrated sodium-potassium -calcium 
aluminosilicate of the 1 Zeolite clan, chemical 
formula (Na„K 1 ,Ca) J Al 4 Si )(> 0 7I -24H 1 0. 

CUnoptilolhe acts like s molecular sieve. 
When you run water through it, it will 
extract impurities, especially radioactive elements 
Kke caesium and strontium. 

. Naturally, this is exactly why we wanted ft. 

SIXEP began operating in 1985 and has 
helped to cut radioactivity in our discharges 
to the sea - which is always well within the 
independently set safety limits - to only 1% 
of peak 1970s levels. 

SIXEP is part of a total investment. of 


,£750 million in plants designed to minim ise 
our impact on the environment. 

One result is cleaner water released to 
the sea, so Sellafi eld’s beaches are safe for 
sandcastks -a very satisfactory return on mir 
investment. At BNFL, we believe that the 
value of our work should not be measured 
just in pounds and pence. 

There’s a social value and an environ- 
mental consideration as well. The social value 
is providing a source of dean, non -polluting 
energy, and the technology to recycle spent 
fuel for re-use over and over again. 

Clean energy and recycled fuel are worth 
having, but money earned at the expense of 


the environment is nor.That’s why weVe been 
ploughing our profits back into something 
safer than shares, bonds or figures on a bank 
balance-sand. 

To find our more about what we do and 
how we do it, please come and see us at the 
Sellafield Visitors Centre in Cumbria. 

Or for further information, please write 
to; Corporate Communications, BNFL, Risley, 
Warrington, Cheshire WA3 6 AS. 

BNFL 

WInra setanea mmr sleeps 
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Shankill drives a road to peace across old bafflefidds 'I . jj 

One year on from the loyalist ceasefire, a terrorist H 

turned politician explains why the truce is set to last - * 

DAVID MCKITTRICK Fein that there is a democrat- alists arc united and 100 per I # 1 1 

Ireland Correspondent ic process and that they can have cent behind the peace. Now I fll / 1 JL 

arolemitasademocraticpar- wouldnt say there is not an I ^ 
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One year on from the loyalist ceasefire, a terrorist 
turned politician explains why the truce is set to last 












Billy Hutchinson: “The acid test will come when we actually get into all-party talks and start talking about settlements” Photograph: Kelvin Bcyes 


DAVID MCKITTRICK 
Ireland Correspondent 

Twenty years ago BiDy Hutchin- 
son, asa young ShankDl Road 
loyalist, believed the best way to 
deal with republicanism was 
through violence. He was part 
of an Ulster Volunteer Force 
gang which shot dead two men 
on the Fails Road, an action 
which put him behind bars for 
15 years. 

Today his view of how to deal 
with republicans has changed 
dramatically. “One of the things 
that would worry me is if 
people try to screw Sinn Fein,” 
he says now. U I don't think 
anybody should be trying to do 
that, I don’t think theres any- 
thing in it for anybody to screw 
them.“ 

In place of the old belliger- 
ence and indeed the ferocity for 
which the loyalist paramilitary 
groups were known, there is 
now, according to Mr Hutchin- 
son, a new political way of 
looking at thing s. 

“We need to convince Sinn 


Fein that there is a democrat- 
ic process and that they can have 
a role in it as a democratic par- 
ty. I think we &ould assist 
diem in every way to come into 
it folly "he says. 

Mr Hutchinson, an intense 
man now aged 39, is a leading 
member of the Progressive 
Unionist Party, which he 
describes as political confidants 
of the illegal UVF. The PUP 
and the Ulster Democratic 
Party, which speaks for the il- 
legal Ulster Defence Associa- 
tion, have made a considerable 
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Maybe you don't need new carpets througnci 
Or -j complete change of curtains. Or the 
instalments on the car paying off. Or a 
completely resculptured garden. Or •?. three - 
week dream holiday to r two. 

in which case, cur handsome offer Is clearly 
not for you. 

Per the less solvent, thougn, it works like this. 

Take out an Alliance & Leicester Cash-back 
Mortgage and we'll give you & cheque worth 
4% of vc or new loan. 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


To hnc out more, you have only to y:sit your 
local branch of Af-iancs S Leicester or csii us 
free ci; 0500 4;2 214. 

£6.000 says you wi'i. 
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many that such moderate mes- 
sagss should come fixunsuch an 
unexpected quarter. .. . 

The past year has seen many . 

contacts with government, with 
Mr Hutchinson leading PUP 
delegations on 15 occasions to 
meet senior dvil servants and 
ministers. 

- One of the main points in 
these discussions has been the 
decommissioning of paramiliT 
tarv weaponry, the issue on 
which the Government and 
Sinn Fein have been dead-, 
locked for many months. The 
loyalist view, as set out by 
Buiy Hutchinson, is actually 
not far from that of the repub- 
licans. 

“For me it's whether the 
guns are being used or not be- 
ing used that is the most im- 
portant thing,” he says. “If 
people can guarantee that 
they're not going to be used 
then I wouldn’t be very con- 
cerned. If the Sum Fein position 
is that it should never happen 
then I think there’s something 
wrong with that, bat I don't 

think riemmmksinin'ng should 

be a pre-condition for talks. 

“In our discussions with the 
Government we talked about 
the ways in which weapons 
could be decommissioned Far 
example, there could be some 
sort of agreement that people 
transporting guns would not be 
arrested. 

“We talked about whether 
people would drive them to 
policx stations, or dig up caches 
then leave them at a certain 
place and inform the police: We 
talked about whether the peo- 
ple that handed them over 
might be forensicaliy connect- 
ed to the guns. Those were the 
sort of things that were thrown 
up for discussion, but no 
answers were ever given.” 

Mr Hutchinson believes it has 
been a good year for his move- 
ment, though he is disappoint- 
ed that ad-party talks have not 
been convened, that prisoners 
have not been released and 
that more trust has not been 
built up. 

He is, however, convinced 
that the leaders of loyalist para- 
militarism have no intention of 
going back to wan “One thing 
rm confident of is that the loy- 


alists are united and 100 per 
cent behind the peace. Now I 
wouldn't say there is not an 
appetite for war among some 
individuals - it would be wrong 
to say everybody’s on board for 
peace. 

“But those people will abide 
by what the leadership say. The 
analysis we gave over a year ago 
was the correct one. that there 
-was no sdKouL The acid test will 
come when, wc actually move 
into all-party talks and we start 
talking about settlements. I 
think That’s when people will 
start to get Jittery, whenever the 
questions start coming up about 
organisations being disbanded 
and so on. But that's way down 
thcroad.” . 

In the meantime, he is in- 
volved not just in a peace 
process but in a learning 
process. During the past year, 
be and his colleagues have met 
dozens of people from all over 
the world, ranging 'from 
American senators to South 
African academics. 

He says “Vfc’re stiU learning 
how to put ourselves in some- 
one eise^s shoes and see it from 
their point of view, whether 
they’re the British government 
or Sinn Fein. 

“Pve been particularly sur- 

? rised bow the mainstream 
luionist politicians have re- 
acted to us - they treat us as 
non-people, they don’t under- 
stand where we, or indeed the 
republicans, arc coming from. 

“When David Trimble was 
elected [as leader of the Ulster 
Unionist Party], my first reac- 
tion was shock-horror, but in 
fact, like us, he’s meeting a wide 
range of people and up to 
now he nasn* t put a fool 
wrong." 

And so to the key question: 
bow strong is the peace? “It’s 
as strong as the republicans and 
loyalists want it to be. I believe 
there is a feeling within the re- 
publican and loyalist leaderships 
that they don’t want to put 
their people through any more 
of the trauma of the last 25 
years. 

“The worrying thing for me 
is that both are ready for war 
and for peace. At the moment 
we’re all in peace mode but we 
shouldn’t be under any illusions 
- people can go back to war 
whenever they want, they’ve got 
the capabilities. 

T want to make sure dial they 
don’t We're still waiting for the 
peace process and the political 
process to merge together, and 
for real talks to start Once that 
happens then I think we're on 
our way. 

“But we need to sit down and 
thrash out an agreement with ail 
the parties and with those who 
represent the people who car- 
ried out the violence for the last 
25 years. That’s the only time 
that the peace will be signed, 
sealed and delivered." 


IRA not alone 

r 

in stockpiling 
illegal weapons 


In the long-running dispute be- 
tween the Government and 
Sinn Fein over decommission- 
ing paramilitary weapons, it is 
often overlooked that the IRA 
is not the only illegal organisa- 
tion with illicit stocks of arms. 

The extreme Protestant 
groups have hundreds of guns 
which they used, in the two. years 
before the ceasefires, to Jail 
more people than did the ERA. 
One reason why the loyalist 
guns are rarely highlighted is 
that they have, as Billy Hutchin- 
son illustrates, embraced the 
peace process with such unex- 
pected and evidently genuine 
enthusiasm. 

After years of relying on the 
power of the gun, the loyalists 
nave developed a curious em- 
pathy with the republicans: they 
know where they are coming 
from, they know how difficult it 
is to make peace, and they 
know the heavy price which all 
would pay in going back to war. 

The striking difference be- 
tween loyalists and republicans 
is the apparent lack of strains 
and pressures within the ex- 
treme Protestant underworld. 
Within Sinn Fein and the IRA, 
there are signs that many, in the 
republican grassroots have be- 
come frustrated and dissatisfied 
with the pace and direction of 
the peace process. 

On the loyalist side, however, 
there is no real sign of any real 
pressure far a return to war. But 
that is not to say that paramfl- 
itarism is dwindling: the UVF 
and UDA are still out there, car- 
rying out punishment beatings 
mid showing no sign of de- 
commissioning their weapons. 
The question of who killed 
leading loyalist William Elliott 
earlier this month remains 
unanswered. The transforma- 
tion of what was the most mil- 
itant part of loyalism into an 


! 





element hungry for negotia- 
tion, which is prepared to com- 
promise, is only part of the 
wider Unionist scene. The re- 
cent election of David Trimble, 
a hardliner, as leader of the 
main Ulster Unionist party 
shows that some sections of 
Protestant opinion are on the 
move towards a tougher line. 

It seems unlikely that parties 
such as the Progressive union- 
ist Party (PUP) and UDP will 
make a spectacular electoral 
dent in Mr Trimble’s party. 
Old voting patterns are notori- 
ously difficult to change in 
Northern Ireland, and many 
Unionists will consider the. new 
parties too working-class, too 
left-leaning and too dose to the 
paramilitants. These parties arc 
therefore probably destined to 
remain on the fringe. 

But the fact that the loyalist 
paramilitaries haw embraced 
politics with such relish is 
already having an effect. In the 
■ past, many Unionist politicians 
were able to point over their 
shoulders at the violent Prote^ 
tant groups and cite them ns 
evidence of how hardline their 
grassroots were. 

Now the old patterns are 
changing: the paramilitary 
groups arc no longer willing to 
provide the muscle for politi- 
cians to use. This means the 
politicians will be compelled to 
rely less on threats and more utt 
straightforward politics. 

Tbefactthat they wiU hence- 
forth have to depend on force 
of argument, rather than the 
argument of force, is changing 
the face of Unionist politics. 

DAVID McKITTRICK 
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Police want law 


news 






in 


,:■■■. ‘--Ji 








JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

Police chiefs want much of the 
country's criminal law - some 
of which they believe is ‘legal 
gobbled egook” - to be rewrit- 
ten into plain English. They 
believe that vague and confus- 
ingly written laws have led to 
wrong judgments and made 
the legal system inaccessible. 

Chief constables are to press 
the Government to introduce 
changes to the wording of the 
Jaws, many of which are more 
than 100 years-old, in England 
and Wales and introduce a new, 
single criminal code. 

John Hoddinott, president of 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers, said: “The law ought 
to be for citizens, it should be 
accessible and easy to under- 
stand. [For example] you can’t 
understand the law on assault- 
ing people even in half an hour. 
We are talking about punching 
people, cutting them, or break- 
ing their arm, but you would not 
understand that from reading 
the Offences Against the Per- 
son Act 1S61. Even judges are 
not sure sometimes.’' 

He added that it was a good 


example of “legal gobblede- 
goolr . Under the Act the def- 
inition of wounding or causing 
grievous bodily term with intent 
is “whosoever shall unlawfully 
and maliciously by any means 
whatsoever wound or cause 
any grievous bodOy harm to any 
person with intent to do some 


Under the Offences Against the 
Person Act 1861 an: assault 
is committed "when the de- 
fendant intentionally or reck- 
lessly causes hte .vlcitim' to 
apprehend tteflnmedtate in-, 
ffiction of unlawful farce V. • 

grievous botfly harm to any per- 
son, or with mtent to resist or 
prevent the lawful apprehension 
or detainer of any person”. 

The police want the Act 
reformed - a measure pro- 
posed by the Law Commis- 
sion, the Government's advisory 
body, in 199% but not carried 
out The police say gradual re- 
writing of criminal law should 
eventually lead to a c riminal 
code or a single plain English. 

The Association of Chief Po- 
lice Officers argues that “it 


should be possible to agree 
plain En glish charges that are 
comprehensible to police offi- 
cer, suspect, victim and citizen". 

The recommendation to sim- 
plify legal language was one of 
a package of c rimin al justice 
measures that the association 
will be campaigning for in the 
coming year. 

An agenda paper. In Search 
of Criminal Justice, published 
yesterday at its autumn confer- 
ence in Coventry, also calls for 
greater use of video evidence in , 
court, changes in the law to al- 
low previous convictions and 1 
hearsay evidence to be admitted 
in. court under certain rircum- 










of evidence and binding pre-tri- 
al reviews, cutting down on the 
administrative work in courts 
andproviding better treatment 
of vic tims and witnesses. 

Civil rights lawyers are con- 
cerned about some of these pro- 
posed changes, particularly 
allowing the prosecution to dis- 
close less evidepce to the 
defence who will have to reveal 
more before the trial. They 
believe this will swing the legal 
system too far in favour of the 
police and prosecution. 


Premiere venue: The £25m theatre in Basel, Switzerland, built for Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Phantom of the Opera” Photograph: Clive Barda 

Ghostly triumph booked in for perpetuity 


Right to silence plea fails 


First Night: The Phantom of the Opera'; 
Musical Theater Messe, Basel 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Attempts by defence lawyers to 
limit the effects of new legisla- 
tion that erodes the centuries- 
old “right to silence” were 
rejected by the Court of Appeal 
yesterday. 

In a test case judgment that 
will be welcomed by the Gov- 
ernment as support tor its tough 
stance on law and order. Lord 
Taylor, the Lord Chief Justice, 
said he was not prepared, to 
“drive a coach and horses” 
through the provisions of the 
1994 Criminal Justice andPub- 
lic Order Act 

Since the Act came in^force 
earlier this year, defendants, 
who choose nottq answer! po- ’ 


lice questions or give evidence 
in court can no longer rely on 
a once-enshrined right that no 
adverse inferences must be 
drawn from their silence. The 
legislation has been condemned 
by lawyers and human rights 
groups who claim it distorts the 
principle of “innocent until 
proven guilty” and who intend 
to challenge it through the Eu- 
ropean courts. 

But that argument failed to 
convince the judges in the cas- 
es of three people convicted af- 
ter they chose to remain silent. 
Lord Taylor rejected the argu- 
ment that the bqrden of proof 
was watered ' down by obliging 
an aomspd .person to testify if 
he wished ^ayojd conviction. 
The Bghf'tp 'silence had hot 


been abolished, he said. No one 
could be forced to give evidence 
and no one could be convicted 
solely because of their silence. 

The prosecution still bad to 
establish aptem/ode case, guilt 
still had to be proved beyond 
reasonable doubt, and infer- 
ences to be drawn from a de- 
fendant’s silence were just one 
factor in the case. Further, a 
court could refuse to draw ad- 
verse inferences if the circum- 
stances of the case justified it 

In two of the cases, howev- 
er, the judges quashed the con- 
victions because the trial judges, 
dealing with unfamiliar legisla- 
tion, had failed to give adequate 
directions to the jury about 
what inferences they could draw 
from the defendants’ silence. 


DAVID LISTER 

Both the show and the business 
elements of showbusiness were 
played out here yesterday as Sir 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s artis- 
tic colonisation of Europe 
moved on to a new plane. 

Indeed, the plane was one of 
the more remarkable elements. 
A Grossair Saab 2000 aero- 
plane had its fuselage painted 
with the Phantom of the Opera 
logo and mask, dwarfing the 
Swiss flag. As it took off from 
Heathrow yesterday, the climax 
to the title track pitied through 
the cabin. The omcril carrier for 
the show in Basel, it will bring 
people from cities all over Eu- 
rope with Phantom ticket hot 
lines already installed in Swiss 
and German airports. 

Last night was the unvefling 
of the £25m marble, steel ana 


glass 1500-seat theatre that 
Basle businessmen and city fa- 
thers built solely to hand to Sir 
Andrew's Really Useful Group 
to boost the economy of the city. 
Sir Andrew's team will run the 
theatre and probably stage the 
Phantom of the Open in per- 
petuity. Should that show ever 
close, he has an “ on-going pro- 
gramming option” to rep ficeft. 

But it won’t be closing for a 
while. Before last night's Swiss 
premifire, his staff said they had 
sold £10m of advance tickets. 
And they didn’t even have to 
pay for the £150,000 banquet 
after the show. Basel’s grateful 
businessmen coughed up. 

The show part of showbusi- 
ness began earlier with a press 
conference in the city hall where 
the composer faced a bewil- 
dering mixture of lavish tributes 
and hostile questions. 


V 
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Sir Andrew: ‘Phantom’ 

story was Toad of hokum’ 

' Fust, Herr Uli Vischer, vice- 
president of Basle city govern- 
ment, said that Basel shared 
certain qualities with Britain in- 
cluding a tendency to under- 
statement The vice-president 
then continued: “With all prob- 
ability, Basies honoured today 


by the most distinguished visit 
from the United Kingdom since 
Her Majesty the Queen was 
greeted here 15 years ago ... Sir 
Andrew Lloyd Webber is the 
man who inspires, promotes and 
enlivens with his genius again 
and again.” 

But he was asked, what do 
you say to a Swiss newspaper 
which rails your music a patch- 
work of other composers?” 

“I say rubbish,” replied Sir 
Andrew. 

And what do you say to 
claims that you are the Mozart 
of today, asked another. 

“1 say rubbish,” replied Sir 
Andrew again. 

Then the normally shy com- 
poser began to discourse un- 
usually frwily, Asked if he would 
write with Sir Tim Rice again, 
he damned with conspicuously 
faint praise: “I don’t think it’s 
likely. He has his own career 
new as an occasional lyricist with 
Disney, and I don’t think we’re 
on the same wavelength now.” 


He tried to deter questions 
about profits from the show - 
which go to the Really Useful 
Group - saying he was merely 
a shareholder in the group. 
The holding was 70 per cent. 

And he told bow Phantom 
began. He bought a book of it 
for 50 cents at a New York 
bookstall, thought the story “a 
load of hokum” and handed it 
to the director, Hal Prince, 
who wanted to direct a roman- 
tic musical. When they did col- 
laborate on it. Sir Andrew said 
yesterday, “There was a lot of 
fove in it for me. I wrote the role 
of Christine for my then wife 
Sarah Brighbnan and a lot of 
passion went into ft.” 

The show, performed in Ger- 
man with Hal Prince again di- 
recting, looked and sounded 
splendid. In December Sir An- 
drew takes over a new theatre 
in Frankfurt purpose-built for 
his Sunset Boulevard, Britain’s 
passionate one-man export dri- 
ve rolls on. 




WE'VE 


ARRANGED 

OUR 

TIMETABLE 

TO MATCH 
YOURS. 


WITH 40 CAR SHUTTLES A DAY ; AND NO NEED TO BOOK, YOU 
CAN'T MISS IT. PHONE 0990 35 35 35 OR SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT. 
TICKETS CAN BE PRE-PURCHASED OR BOUGHT ON THE DAY. 
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international 


Fighting mars start 
of Bosnia ceasefire 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

All was quiet oo most of the 600 
miles of Bosnian battle from 
yesterday after three- and-a- 
half years of fighting. But the 
ceasefire, which came into force 
at one minute past midnight, 
was ignored in Sanski Most, 
which the Bosnian govern- 
ment’s Fifth Corps claimed to 
have captured on Tuesday, and 
where serious fighting was still 
reported last night. 

Sanski Most marks the high 
tide of the Muslim advance to- 
wards the key Serb-held city of 
Banja Luka, and it is not sur- 

tinued, althoughsfr^ fighting 
is unusual in Bosnia, “There is 
definitely no ceasefire there,” 
one witness reported after re- 
turning to the government-held 
town of Bihac. 

The government in Sarajevo 
accused the Serbs of making a 
further push, and President Al- 
ija Izetbegovic warned that the 
continued fighting threatened 
the ceasefire, saying: “We will 
have to respond to [the attack] 
if it does not stop." He added, 
however, that he was still opti- 
mistic peace would be achieved. 

A few other ceasefire viola- 
tions were reported, but the UN 
considered them insignificant. 
Although everyone who knows 
the Bosnian conflict was cau- 
tious yesterday, there was 




SERBIA 



optimism that the ceasefire, 
which had been delayed 48 
hours, would hold. “Something 
tells me this one could last,” said 
the French Foreign Minister, 
Herve de Chare tie. 

Reported violations were 
mostly in the north-east, around 
Tuzla and the Posavina corridor, 
which links the two main Serb- 
held areas, and around Saraje- 
vo. A UN convoy heading from 
Sarajevo to the Muslim en- 
clave of Gorazde was halted by 
mines and had to turn back. 


Normally there are about 
500 firing incidents a day, with 
perhaps 300 involving heavy 
weapons. Yesterday the UN 
reported fewer than 20. “It's 
definitely holding,'’ a UN 
spokesman in Zagreb said. “It’s 
far better than I anticipated, ex- 
pected. hoped”. lieutenant 
Colonel Qms Vernon, a UN 
spokesman in Sarajevo, said it 
was militarily impossible to halt 
entirely the fighting after the few 
hours' notice which local com- 
manders had received. 


On Wednesday the over-ex- 
tended Muslim and Goat 
forces claimed to have cap- 
tured Sanski Most and Mrkon- 
jic Grad in a last-minute 
scramble for bargaining coun- 
ters, an attack bitterly opposed 
by war-weary Bo snian Serbs. 
Mckonjic Grad was the last ob- 
jective on the key road which 
runs along most of the new 
Bosnian government frontline. 
But exhaustion among the 
troops, and the feeling that it 
was no longer worth dying, ap- 
peared to reinforce orders from 
above to stop fighting. 

The UN accused the Bosnian 

Serbs of “the worst kind of eth- 
nic cleansing” in the days before 
the ceasefire. A spokesman, 
Joe Sills, said about 6,000 non- 
Serbs, mostly Muslims, had 
been forced out of the area 
around Banja r Jika, scene of 
some of the worst “ethnic 
cleansing” during the earlier 
part of the war. 

The five nation contact group 
- the US. Russia, Britain, 
France and Germany - is due 
to meet in Moscow next Tues- 
day. Full peace talks between 
the warring factions are due to 
begin in the US around the end 
of the month, but the Bosnian 
lent warned it wonld 
)tt them unless other con- 
ditions were met These in- 
cluded opening up the road to 
the Gorazde enclave, and open- 
ing a road out of Sarajevo. 
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IF you can use a typewriter, 
you’re vastly overqualified. 


Forget sticking keys and twisted ink 
ribbon. The Sharp Font Writer has made the 
typewriter a thing of the past 

Like the typewriter it has a keyboard, 
but that's where the similarities end. You’ll 
also find an easy to read LCD screen and 
a built-in printer. 

And we've put it all into one compact 
box, making it easier to take anywhere. 


All you have to do is plug it in. 

Sounds simple? Wait until you see 
how effortless It is to use. Just type, 
spellcheck and print 

Not only does it come complete with 
its own word processing and spread- 
sheet software, should you ever want to 
transfer files on to your IBM compatible 
PC you can convert them effortlessly to 


WordPerfect or Lotus 1-2-3 format 

So if you're finding it difficult to cope 
with a temperamental typewriter, you 
should get your hands on the Font Writer. 

With the full range available across 
the country, that’ll be easy too. 


TNTETLL.I GENT THINKING 
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Pawns’ game: Bosnian Serbs mark the ceasefire fay playing chess Photograph: Reuter 


Bomber’s 

motives 

‘unclear’ 


TONY BARBER 
Europe Editor 

Tfcn days after President Klro 
Gligorov of Macedonia was al- 
most killed by a car bomb m 
Skopje, government officials 
and poUoe investigators are un- 
certain if the assassination at- 
tempt was related to Balkan 
politics or organised crime. No 
group or individual has claimed 
responsibility, no arrests have 
been made, and all the Mace- 
donian authorities are saying is 
that the attack bore the marks 
of a professional killer or hit 
squad from abroad. 

“The way tbe assassination at- 
tempt was carried out points to 
an international terrorist or- 
ganisation, but for the moment 
we are not announcing any- 
thing,” tile deputy interior min- 
ister, Dime Gjorev, said on 
Tuesday. 

However, the authorities 
have released a description of 
the man who bought , the Cit- 
roen that exploded m Skopje on 
3 October, causing serious eye 
and head injuries to Mr Gkg- 
orov, 78, and killing his driver 
as they passed by in the presi- 
dent's car. He is said to be 
blond, 5ft 7ins tall, and aged 
about 30. 

This man bought the CStrofin 
in Skopje on 24 September for 
650 German marks (£290), ac- 
to the newspaper Afowi . 
Ja. It said he spoke a 
Serbo-Goat dialect common to 
a region of northern Croatia. 

Immediately after the at- 
tack, some Balkan experts 
ited the finger of gout at 
i man na tionalis ts op- 
posed to Mr Gtigorov’s recent 
concessions to Greece on the 
flag and constitution of his 
_ state. Mr Gligorov had 
er annoyed the nationalist 
opposition by seeking better re- 
lations with Serbia. 

The main group opposed to 
MrGligorov’s policies has been 
the Internal Macedonian 
Revolutionary Organisation 
(VMRO), a party with a rich 
tradition of political violence 
earlier in this century. Howev- 
er, VMRO’s leadership has 
vigorously denied mvoNemenL 
Some argue the would-be 
killexs arc more likely to be con- 
nected with gangs involved in the 
burgeoning drug trade and zrkiEt- 
ey-laondering in Macedonia. 


Italian minister 
hounds judges 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome . 

The French anti-corruption 
magistrate Renaud van Ruym- 
beke once admitted that his am- 
bition was to nail a government 
minister; conversely, it seems 
that the lifetime ambition of the 
Italian minister, Filippo Man- 
cuso, is to nail an anti-corrup- 
tion magistrate. 

Ever since Mr Mancuso, a 
career jurist and former appeals 
court prosecutor, was appoint- 
ed Justice Minister last January, 
he has been singfc-minded in bis 
attempts to discredit the “dean 
hands” magistrates in Milan, 
whose investigations led to the 
collapse of the old political 
order two years ago. 

Mr Mancuso, 74, belongs to 
the old school of magistrates 
who never challenged the sys- 
tem aixl never dared turn them- 
selves into public personalities. 
He seems to be waging a 
vendetta against the new gen- 
eration of judicial movers and 
shakers, bent on revototionisnig 
Italian society. 

Mr Mancuso went into even 
higher gear this week, opening 
new investigations into two of 
the Milan magistrates, Gher- 
ardo Colombo and Paolo Ielo. 


He has refused to resgn, despite 
several no-confidence motions 
proposed by parliament. 

Soon after his appointment, 
Mr Mancuso sent ministry in- 
spectors to investigate whether 
the Milan magistrates had 
abused their office in their at- 
tempts to indict the former 
prime minister, Silvio Berlus- 
coni. This caused a furore; 
when Mr Berlusconi's own jus- 
tice minister, Alfredo Biondi, 
tried to do the same thing in July 
1994, he was forced to backtrack. 

Mr Mancuso’s inspectors 
failed to turn up any dirt, so he 
fixed them (later reinstating all 
but two under pressure from 
colleagues and public opinion). 
That was not the end of the 
story. Feeling abandoned by his 
ftfaxie Minister, LambertoDini, 
he described Mr Dini as 
“servile' 1 to the political forces 
supporting his government 

Under Italy’s constitution, 
the only way to get rid of an ir- 
ritating minister is for the whole 
government to resign. Mr Dini 
plans to do just that when his 
temporary mandate runs out in 
the next few weeks. Mr Man- 
cuso has only one friend left in 
the world, Mr Berlusconi, who 
has his own reasons to 
dislike the Milan magistrates. 


Austrian 

coalition 

fails to 
last year 

ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

After less than one year in 
office, Austria’s ruling coalition 
split apart yesterday plunging 
the country into an early gen- 
eral election which could trans- 
form its political landscape. 

The split between the gov- 
erning Socialist (SPO) Peo- 
ple's (OVP) parties followed 
the collapse of attempts to 
bridge their differences over 
how to reduce a spiralling bud- 
get deficit The SPO wanted 
most of a Sch50bn (JD.Sbn) re- 
duction to be achieved through 
higher taxes. The more con- 
servative OVP wanted cuts in 
Austria's generous welfare pay- 
ments and state subsidies. 

According to Wolfgang 
SchGsseU the OVP leader, the 
dispute reflected a “funda- 
mental battle over [the] direc- 
tion” of the country. Chancellor 
Franz Vranitzky, the SPO 
leader, believed the differences 
were reconcilable and accused 

his OVP counterpart °f a 
“flight from responsibility’' by 
precipitating fresh elections, 
now due on 17 December. 

Certainly much of the pres- 
sure for yesterday’s move came 
from the ambitious Mr SchOs- 
sed, who only took over the lead- 
ership of his party in ApriL With 
the OVP riding high in the opin- 
ion polls, he undoubtedly sees 
a for bis party to over- 
take the SPO as the country’s 
dominant political force and for 
hims elf to replace Mr Vranitzky 
as chancellor. 

But Mr Schussel's gamble 
could backfire and lead to a fur- 
ther surge of support for Jfirg 
Haider, the populist leader of 
the far-right Freedom Party 
(FPO), whose declared aim is 
to smash the post-war grip on 
power enjoyed by Austria’s two 
main parties. “The collapse of 
the coalition after less than one 
year is a dear signal that the sys- 
tem has ceased to work satis- 
factorily,” said Klaus Faupel, a 
professor of political science at 
Sal^uxgunmn^.* 4 ]^^!!?- 
dtional supporters of the main- 
stream parties may look 
elsewhere: it could well play 
into Haider’s hands.” 

The SPO and OVP have 
ruled Austria, either singly or 
together, since the Second 
Worid Whr. In addition to pol- 
itical power, they have devised 
an elaborate system ofpatron- 
age - dividing jobs and even 
fiats akrag party lines. Over the 
past 10 years both parties have 
seen a steady erosion of their 
support as a disenchanted elec- 
torate has turned increasingly 
to the populist, xenophobic Mr 
Haider or, on the left, to the 
Green party. 

In last October’s general 
election the SPO’s share of the 
vote sank to just 35 per cent 
while the OVP scored 28 per 
cent Mr Haider, who took 
over as leader of the FPO in 
1986 when it was standing at 
about 5 per cent celebrated 
another triumph: a 1 record 
23 per cent. 


Papandreou under fire 


DINA KYRIAKHXMJ 

Reuters 

Athens — The Greek Prime 
Minister, Andreas Fapandreou 
who founded - the Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement (Fasok) 20 
years ago and has ruled it with 
an iron fist ever since, faced re- 
newed cafisyesterdayfiar his res- 

igrtfltfrvn 

Several Pasok MPs brushed 
aside his warnings on Wednes- 
day that be would no longer tol- 
erate dissenting voices, and 
continued to demand that the 
76-year-old leader step down. 
“[Mr Fapandreou] has com- 
pleted his contribution, and he 
must step aside,” a former min- 
ister, Dimitris T&ovolas, told a 
rally after resigning from Pasok. 

He stopped short of an- 
nouncing the formation of a 
new party but told the rally, at- 
tended by six Socialist deputies, 
the time had come for justice. 


Mr Papandreou’s speech to 
tbe Pasok central committee on 
-Wednesday blamed rebels for 
hurting the government’s image 
as opinion polls showed the par- 
ty^ popularity sliding. “A small 
clique of high-level party mem- 
bers is beaming a circle of self- 
destruction ... Cowardice and 
ingratitude will no longer be tol- 
erated,” he said. 

He dared rebels to set up 
their own party and take their 
case to the electorate, but did 
not expel them from Fasok, as 
he has done with dissenters in 
the past. “The picture was sad. 
The once-indisputable leader 
just read a prepared speech arid 
left,” said the liberal daily news- 
paper Eleftherotypia. 

The dissenters, rallying 
around prominent members 
known as the “Gang of Four”, 
accuse Mr Papandreou of los- 
ing touch with reality and let- 
ting his “court” rule the country. 


Criticism has focused on his 
wife, Dimitra Liam, 40, who was 
appointed in 1993 as his chief- 
of-staff, giving her power over 
his daily agenda ana his office. 

Among those concerned 
about the party’s future and ea- 
ger to fill Mr Fapandreou’s 
shoes are an ex-industry minis- 
ter, COstas Smritis, a former Eu- 
ropean Commissioner, V&sso 
Fapandreou, and a former Eu- 
ropean affairs minister, Theo- 
dores Pangalos. They have 
openly called on him to tafrp on 
a less prominent role and open 
the door to his succession. 

Mr Fapandreou, who staged 
a political comeback when he 
returned to office in 1993, said 
he had no intention of being a 
figure head prime minister, and 
vowed to use the two remain- 
ing years of his term to push his 
programme through. But Mr 
Simitis said: “Papandreou 
chosen to deny reality.” 
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Ukraine near 
deal to close 



Kiev has lowered the price the West must pay to 
shut down its deadly reactor, reports Phil Reeves 


Moscow — After weeks of 
wrangling over money, the 
Ukraine and the West last nigh t 
were inching towards an agree- 
ment over the terms by which 
Chernobyl, scene of the worst 
nudear accident in history, will 
finally be shut down by die end 
of the decade. 

Following talks with officials 
from the Group of Seven in- 
dustrialised countries, the 
Ukrainians indicated they bad 
relaxed a demand for $4bn 
(£253bn) as a condition Cor dos- 
ing Chernobyl’s two remaining 
reactors, although they made 
clear that they still expected a 
large sum in Western aid. 

If the talks finaHyproduce a 
settlement, there wall be wide- 
spread relief among govern- 
ments across Europe, although 
it win do nothing to ease the 
anxiety about the hazards posed 
by the entire nudear sector in 
Russia and its former satellites 
- concerns ranging from theft 
of components for weapons, to 
the risk of a radiation leak 
from Ell-supervised, under-fund- 
ed and decrepit installations. 

This week the environmen- 
tal group, Greenpeace, 
launched a scathing attack on 


Russia's lack of safety stan- 
dards, distributing government 
documents which showed that 
last year Gosatomnadzor, the 
nation’s nudear safety inspec- 
torate, found 3&599 safety vi- 
crfations at nudear sites, but only 
took legal action in 13 cases. 
The inspectorate had also con- 
ducted safety tests on more 
than 17,500 nuclear-related 
workers; almost 1*300 failed. 

These statistics add weight to 
the alar ming findings of the 
“Most Dangerous Reactors” 
project, a group of spots con- 
vened by die US Department of 
Energy to alert policy-makers 
about the dangers of foreign nu- 
clear power plants. In a recent 
report, following a review of 
nine Soviet-designed reactors, 
they described a catalogue of 
problems indadzug deficiencies 
m design, weak and incompe- 
tent national regulatory homes, 

and under-f unding. 

The American researchers 
provisionally named the four 
most dangerous plants as Cher- 
nobyl, Kozloduy in Bulgaria, 
Kb/a in north-western Russia 
and ignalina in T ithuania. Us- 
ing a complex formula to assess 
the likelihood of an accident, all 


four plants received a “D" 
grade on a scale from A (rep- 
resenting low- risk) to F (high 
risk). Extracts from their con- 
dnskms make sobering reading. 
HI I gnalina, Lithuania; “Con- 
ditions that are deemed so im- 
portant in the West for 
preventing accidents - like a 
conservative ‘forgiving’ plant 
design, .adequate funds and 
strong regplatoiy oversight - are 
.simply absent at Tgnaima,” says 
the report. 

' The nudear power station, 
which provides 80 per cent of 
the ex-Soviet republic’s elec- 
tricity, became the responsibil- 
ity or Lithuania’s nudear safety 
inspectorate, \fatesz,wbenit de- 
clared independence in 1991. 
“\ktesi is years away from be- 
ing a recognised authority with 
a strong sdenfific base,” it says. 

The report’s authors were 
scathing about the plant’s gen- 
eral safety systems and shoddy 
construction, but express even 
• greater concern over the risk of 
the reactor cavity being over- 
pressurised. This “could result 
in an uncooied core being di- 
' rectly exposed to the atmos- 
phere vnth no. barriers to 
prevent the release of ra- 



After the event; The Chernobyl disaster turned out to be the worst nuclear accident in history 


dioisotopes, as was so aptly 
shown at ChernobyL 
“A major radiation release 
could afreet the health of tens 
of thousands of people in the re- 
gion, with secondary iaD-out oc- 
curring in any number of nearby 
countries, like Poland, Latvia. 
Russia or Sweden.” Like Cher- 
nobyt the plant uses boiling-wa- 
ter, pressure-tube RBMK 
reactors - the kind “generally 
considered the least safe by 


Western safety experts”. Some 
200,000 people live within a 30- 
mile racmis of Ignalina. 

■ Kozloduy, northern Bulgar- 
ia: Operating this power plant 
on the Romanian border is a 
“truly high stakes gamble”. The 
report cites serious design 
faults, a dangerously under- 
sized emergency core-cooling 
system, inadequate contain- 
ment and “a legacy of poor safe- 
ty culture”. 


When international inspec- 
tors ordered its first generation 
water-cooled reactors to be 
shut down four years ago, the 
Bulgarians obeyed. But they 
restarted them a year later, 
“without correcting a number of 
design deficiencies”. One of 
its reactors is currently closed 
for safety checks, bm another 
was recently restarted by the 
Bulgarian government, which 
claims that it cannot do without 


the power as the winter ap- 

{ iroaches. Some 150,000 people 
ive within a 30-mfie radius. 

■ Kola, north-western Russia: 
Kola is the primary cause of a 
threefold increase in the num- 
ber of incidents at Russia's old 
Soviet-style WER-440 reactors 
in recent years, says the report 
About once a year. Kola has a 
n ear-accident. “Poor employee 
morale is increasing chances of 
human error and sabotage.” 


IN BRIEF 


Graf’s 'special tax deal’ to be probed 

Bonn — German politicians decided to launch a special inquiry 
into allegations that the tennis star Steffi Graf was given too much 
special treatment by her regional tax authorities. The parliament 
of Baden-Wurttembeig state, where Grafs tax affairs are being 
investigated, voted for the investigation. 

Grafs father, Peter, was jailed m August to prevent him See- 
ing or concealing evidence to support accusations that he and his 
daughter evaded millions of marks m tax. The Grafs says they 
struck a deal with the state's tax authorities in 1993, agreeing on 
their tax liability. Reuter 

Chirac visits dead bomb suspect’s home 

\^nlx-en-^fin, France -a President Jacques Chirac held talks in 
the home town of Khaled KelkaL, an Algerian-born suspect in a 
string of bombings who was shot dead by police. Mr Chirac met 
community leaders and activists. Kdkal, was gunned clown by para- 
military gendarmes as he tried to escape a police dragnet two 
weeks ago. Reuter 

Russians drop case against puppet show 

Moscow — Russian legal authorities said they had halted crim- 
inal proceedings against the satirical “Kiddy” puppet show. The 
acting Prosecutor-General Oleg Gaydanov said the case initiat- 
ed by his predecessor, Aleksei Hyushenko, who was sacked on 
Sunday, had been dropped but gave no details. In a case launched 
last July, “KuMy” was accused of denigrating President Boris Yeltsin 
and senior government officials. Reuter 


False prophet? 

London — Husain Rashid 
Hassan (left), said to be a for- 
mer confidant of President Sad- 
dam Hussein, surfaced in 
London, wearing a false beard 
and moustache, and urged 
Iraqis to rise against up their 
leader. But Mr Hassan, refused 
to reveal baric details about his 
recent history, thus making it 
difficult to verity any of his 
claims. Reuter 


French fishermen fire on Spanish trawler 

Pbris — French fishermen fired on a Spanish trawler foey claimed 
was trying to destroy their drift nets, wounding two Spanish crew 
members. The incident, reminiscent of last year’s “^iing ware”, 
took place on Wednesday in the Gulf of Gascogne. 1 neciasn be- 
tween the crews of the Spanish Manuel Herrera and the French 
Crazy Horse occurred as both vessels were fishing for white tuna. 
“It’s not a war. but there is a group of guys making life 
impossible for us,” one Spaniard said. AP 

Earthquake shakes Mexican capital 

Mexico City — An earthquake measuring 6.1 on the open-end- 
ed Richter scale shook Mexico City but there were no 
immediate reports of deaths or damage- The N ational Univer- 
sity’s earthq uake centre said the tremor’s epicentre was m 
western Mexico. Reuter 

Iraqi cover-up for 'criminal’ George. Bush 

Baghdad — A mosaic portrait of GeorgeBush has been covered 

with a it fmm neoole checkins into Baghdad's 


WIU) - ‘V 

Al-Rasheed Hotel. Three days before a referendum „ 

Saddam Hussein's position as president of Iraq, workers covered 
ihe portrait of the former US prerident which is ^Geragp 

Bush is a Criminal”. It has graced the hotel’s threshold smee soon 
after a stray cruise missile hit the hotel in 1993. Reuter 



Turkey puts Reuters journalist on trial 


HUGH POPE 
Istanbul 

linker’s security apparatus for- 
mally targeted a foreign coire- 
spondent for the first time 
yesterday, putting an American 
reporter for Reuters news 
agency in the dock for breach- 
ing one of the country’s many 
laws K miring freedom of ex- 
pression. 

A mixture of official polite- 
ness, the threat of a three-year 
jail sentence and trays of black 
tea in between times made the 
opening day of the trial a very 
Turkish affair. “Now, my girl,” 
was the first question from the 
chief judge on the bench of the 
State Security Court, “how old 


are yon?” As he and everybody 
else in court knew, Aliza Mar- 
cus is a 33 -year-old from New 
Jersey living in IstanbuL What 
nobody understands is what 
Turkey hopes to gain from 
launching a political trial against 
her and % extension her Lon- 
don-based employers. . 

Ms Marcus is charged with 
“inciting racial hatred” in a re- 
port last November about the 
burning and forcible evacuation 
of Kurdish villages. Its content 
differed little from Turkish and 
international reports on the 
widespread clearances, aimed at 
cutting Kurdish guerrillas off 
from food and recruits. But the 
Untish nationalist old guard 
struck back, choosing a differ- 


ent punishment from Turkey’s 
occasional expulsions of “hos- 
tile” reporters. “She was asking 
for h, she wanted to be a hero. 
Well, she got her trial,” said one 
senior Turkish official. 

Given that Turkey’s President 
Suleyman Demirel is due to vis- 
it Washington next week, and 
that the European Parliament 
may hold up a vital customs 
union deal until it sees better 
Hirkish human rights, most ob- 
servers had assumed that the 
case would be quietly dropped. 

But the judges deliberately 
missed an obvious chance. Ac- 
cording to TUrkish press law. 
charges must be laid within six 
months. Ms Marcus wrote the 
article 11 months ago, but was 


only charged eight months lat- 
er, in July. This defence argu- 
ment was rejected on a dubious 
technicality. “Such technical 
matters mean nothing. This is 
a political trial, like most trials 
in the state security courts,” said 
a senior figure in Turkey’s New 
Democracy Party. 

Ms Marais can be grateful 
that she is not being held in de- 
tention, as are more than 170 
Tbrks convicted for what they 
have written or said. Although 
she pulled no punches in her re- 
porting on the 11 -year-old Klzt- . 
dish war, Turkey's real target 
may be Reuters itself. 

Two Turkish newspapers 
have in recent months taken the 
unusual step of criticising what 


they saw as anti-Turkish bias in 
the agency, the world’s princi- 
pal source of news about the 
countty. The Tbrks know their 
booming economy is a big prof- 
it centre for Reuters, whose 
main business is supplying fi- 
nancial news, not reports on 
Kurds. 

Reuters is publicly backing 
Ms Marcus, who told the court 
that while she dictated the ba- 
ric information in the story is- 
sued under her name, the final 
report was a joint effort by 
Reuters bureaux in Ankara, Is- 
tanbul and London. The judges 
have in turn demanded that 
Reuters identifies who really 
wrote the story before the next 
court hearing on 9 November. 


Spacemen 
tripped by 
rocketing 
prices 

PHIL REEVES 

MOSCOW 


It will be one of those awkward 
long-distance telephone phone 
calk that requires a certain de- 
gree of managerial sldll: “Look, 
we know you will have been up 
there, orbiting around the earth 
on your own for four months. 
But you know what the budgets 
like. You are just going to have 
to stay there for a biL“ 

The Russian controller of 
the Mir Space station have yet 
to inform their three cosmo- 
nauts that they may well have 
to spend another 39 days float- 
ing around in space, allegedly 
because of difficultv over cash. 

Officials said yesterday that 
funding problems have delayed 
the construction of a booster 
rocket which would have carried 
a replacement crew to the sta- 
tion, allowing Thomas Reiter, 
a German, and Russians Yuri 
Gidzenko and Alexander 
Avdeyev to return to earth 
after 130 days. 

So, plans are under discussion 
to extend the mission of the men 
- up there since the beginning 
of September -by more than six 
weeks. It is unclear how the 
crew will lake it, but the Russ- 
ian Space Agency yesterday 
was looking on the bright side. 

“They will have enough 
food, water and air, since the 
Progress cargo ship that docked 
with the Mir (on Wednesday) 
brought more than enough sup- 
plies,’* said Anatoly Tkachev, af- 
ter explaining that the 
construction of a Progress 
booster for the Soyuz-22 space- 
craft is taking longer than 
planned because the production 
plant lacks funding. 

, “We are going to tell them 
quite soon, and I am sure they 
will be pleased about it- all cos- 
monauts, like pilots, like to 
fly,” he said. “They are all in 
good physical shape, especial- 
ly Reiter, and they’ll have time 
for more research." 

The new Sqyuz rocket, which 
will put up aSoyuzTM-23 cap- 
sule carrying relief cosmonauts, 
Yuri Onufriyenko and Yuri Us- 
achev, will now not be ready un- 
til 21 February. 

The mission, part of the in- 
ternational effort Europeace 
’95, consists of biological geo- 
physical and technological ex- 
periments. Mr Reiter is going 
to take a spacewalk on 20 Oc- 
tober 20, to install equipment 
outside the Mir. He will have 
time, by the sounds of it, for 
quite a long and leisurely stroll. 


Chirac overhauls 
missile arsenal 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

France has decided to proceed 
with a long-range, air-launched 
cruise missile with a nudear 

warhead, and to scrap missiles 
based in ageing silos in south- 
east Ranee, according to reli- 
able sources in Pans. The 
French Defence Ministry and 
President Jacques Chirac’s of- 
fice yesterday said no final de- 
cision had been made but 
indicated it was imminent. 

The au thori tative defence 
newsletter TTU (Dis, Ties Ur- 
gent) said P resident Chirac bad 
accepted recommendations 
from government defence ex- 
perts to proceed with the new 
missile and dose down silos in 
the Plateau d* Albion. Instead, 
the French deterrent, or Rune 
de Frappe, will rely on air- and 
submarine-launched missiles 
and nuclear bombs carried on 
Mirage and Super Elen dard air- 
craft. The recent Ffeoch tests in 

the Pacific have been designed 
to test the warhead for a new 
submarine-launched missile, 
called the SN-75, and to enable 
Franceto evaluate future war- 
heads - including that for the 
new cruise misrile - using com- 
puter simulation. 

The cruise missile, known as 
the Air-Sol de Longue Port£e 
(ASLP) - long-range air to 
ground - wfll enable France's 


Rafale fighter bombers to hit 
targets from up to 900km, en- 
abling them to stay out of range 
of most anti-aircraft defences. 

A joint Anglo-French ASLP 
was one option considered by 
the British Ministry of Defence 
to meet Its requirement for a 
Ihctical Air-to-Surface Missile, 
orTASM, to replace its free-fall 
WE-177 nuclear bombs, until 
the idea was scrapped in 1993. 

Instead, the British have 
decided to concentrate on one 
nuclear system, the submarine- 
launched Trident missile. 
From about 2006, Trident will 
provide Britain’s only nuclear 

deterrent. 

The 18 French missiles in the 
Plateau d’Albkm areSSBS S3s, 
introduced in 1980, with a range 
of3j50Qkm. They are housed in 
ageing silos which look in- 
creasingly vulnerable in view of 
the growing threat from missiles 
fired from North Africa. 

Britain and France, the only 
Western European nuclear 
powers, exchange information 
cm midear strategy bin have not 
yet co-operated on nudear war- 
bead design. Following the re- 
sumption of French nudear 
tests in the South Pacific there 
have been allegations thdt 
Britain has received data from 
the French tests, but the Rsreign 
Office yesterday said no direct 
data had been received and 
none had been requested. 
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"If we cannot end 
V* our differences 
^ then at least we can 
make the world 
safe for diversity." 
JOHN F. KENNEDY 


Go on, do your least. 

Of course you hate injustice, cruelty and abuse, but you’re just too busy to fight it. Okay, 
if you won’t do your best, at least do the least you can. Join Amnesty. We re impartial Wc 
do not support or oppose any government or political system. We believe that human rights 
must be respected universally. 

We fight wherever we have grounds for concern. Joining us is a small 
thing to do, but its the quickest way to make a big difference. 

Stand up for wfaat you b c B oiro in. Join us, or make a donation on 

0345 61TI16. 
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Scarred by the savage lash of Islamic justice 


In Saudi Arabia, the girls are 
held down by a policewoman 
while they are whipped by a 
man. In the United Arab Emi- 
rates, they are ordered to lie on 
a bench to be lashed, though 
sometimes their hands are 
shackled above their heads. 

As an Asian diplomat put it 
apologetically: “They must be 
restrained in case they run 
amok during the beatings.'' For 
supposed immoral behaviour or 
for theft, a FUipina, Sri Lankan 
or Indian maid in the Arab Gulf 
can expect up to 200 lashes with 
a bamboo cane no thicker than 
a man's small finger - admin- 
istered by a man, of course. 

Islamic “justice” had con- 
demned hundreds of young 
women to be flogged in the Gulf 
in the past three years - well 
over 2,000, according to two 
Asian embassies who have vain- 
ly tried to protect their female 


nationals — before deporting 
them home, penniless and in 
disgrace. A chance meeting 
with a boyfriend, an innocent 
friendship or a serious love af- 
fair; all have provoked the 
wrath of five-man sharia courts. 

The cruelty of the whipping 
of women is carefully docu- 
mented throughout the Gulf 
where, at least in the smaller 
emirates, newspapers cany dai- 
ly reports of the flogging of 
young women who are often the 
victims of rape at the hands of 
their employers. 

Many of the Islamic court 
judges who order the whip- 
pings are Saudis who have been 
gvensharia court posts outside 
the kingdom. One Western 
medical worker who was herself 
imprisoned on fraudulent 
charges of “attempted seduc- 
tion” has reported that several 
women in Saudi prisons “allege 


that on being arrested by police 
or muttawa [religious police], 
they axe sexually molested”. 


young women is routine in Sau- 
di Arabia and other Gulf na- 
tions. Take the case of the small 
Arab emirate of Shaijah. On 23 
March this year, an Islamic 
court there ordered two women 
to receive 180 lashes for alleged 
adultery. On 2 April, an Asian 
housemaid was condemned by 
the Sharjah court to 140 lash- 
es and a year in prison for an 

alleged extra-marital relation- 
ship- Two days later, the same 
court ordered two married 
Asian women to receive 180 
lashes for alleged adultery. 

Last month alone saw an- 
other spate of lashings. On 6 
September, a 24-year-old 
woman was sentenced to 90 
lashes of the case for alleged 
adultery; four days later as 



Robert Fisk, Middle East 
Correspondent, concludes his 
series on the cruel and brutal 
treatment of women in the 
Arab Gulf states . 


Arias maid was ordered to be 
whipped 180 times for “in- 
dulging in sex outside mar- 
riage'’. Another maid was 
ordered to be flogged 140 times 
for “adultery” on 18 September. 

Sit days later, die Sharjah 
court ordered a 24-year old Fil- 
ipina maid to receive 180 
strokes of the cane for adultery 
with a male Indian friend. The 
Philippines ft mhaqq r triad to 
save Josephine Vergara from 
her punishment, but was ig- 
nored. “Ws went to see her and 


rite was, .well, not happy about 
it,” an official from the embassy 
said. “We tried to see what we 
could do, but the wheels of jus- 
tice had turned.” 

“Justice” in the United Arab . 
Emirates is always adminis- 
tered by a Tran who leans over 
foe girl to cane her in die pres- 
ence of both male and female 
prison officers and - some- 
times, though not always - a 
doctor. “The man who lashes 
the giri has to hold a Koran un- 
der his rigltt arm as he beats her. 


This is to reduce the pain he can 
inflict, because he cannot move 
his upper arm for fear he win 
drop the Koran in the dust,” an 
Asian who has been present at 
die lashing of a giri told the.fr*- 
dependaiL “Bat of course, it can. 
still be very, very painfuL If the 
girl screams too much and 
seems in too. much pain, 'they 
wfll administer the punishment 
in instalments —40 lashes now, 
40 in a week’s time and so on.” 
Arab courts insist that the 
larilingsare the only way of en- 
suring xhat local “morality” Is 
upheld- foorab foe nmnberof 
court-ordered floggmgs sug- 
gests the opposite. Islamic 
judges also, claim that the 
women are sot permanently 
scarred, even though this is 
dearly untrue. In the words of 
a Canadian-nuise who worked 
in the largest hospital in the 
Saudi capital of Riyadh: "The 


Ip shingfr are brutal and excru- 
ciatingly painful, they [the 
women] will bear the scais 
physically and psychologically 
for a longtime.” 

nan t are almost inevitably 

doomed to be flogged. "If they 

think they are pregnant, they go 
to a local hospital - and if they 
are pregnant, the hospital will 
always ask them for their mar- 
riage certi&ate,” another Asian 
diplomat said. “If the girls are 
not married, the hospital is 

and thegjris areanestetfftwn 
there, they go straight to the 
. courts .and are lashed. And 
thf-n they are deported.” 

•_ Among women subjected to 
foe in die Saudi prison of 
Malay in 1993 was an Indone- 
sian maid who, according to a 
fellow prisoner, “had been 
starved and tortured for two 


years. Her mistress had pbiced 
hot irons on her arms and had 
beaten her on foe head with 
High- heeled shoes, penetrating 
her scalp-’’ 

The same witness, whoa: tes- 
timony has been made avadawc 
to the Independent, re corded 
that “many of foe prisoners 

were domestic helpers who had 

been raped or otherwise abused 
by their employers. If they at- 
tempted to run away or became 
pregnant, they wot jailed and 
sometimes lashed”. ■ ■ • 

An Asian diplomat at first re-- 
fused to discuss the condition 
of mtuds who came to hb em- 
bassy after being whipped. *Tt 
» very difficult for mor ne said. 
“The Saudis don’t want us' to 
talk about this. But I must tell 
you that there s blood and there 
are The wav these eiris are 


treated is simple cruelty; you 
could perhaps call it sadism.” 


Chinese ‘broke 
promise to sink 
the CD pirates’ 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

All but one of China's CD fac- 
tories arc again churning out 
pirated discs, seven months 
after Peking pledged to crack 
down on intellectual property 
rights abuse. 

Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States music, film, and com- 
puter software industries said 
yesterday that China had 
reneged on an agreement with 
Washington to shut pirate disc 
manufacturers and open its 
market to overseas companies. 

fine Smith, president of the 
US-based International Intel- 
lectual Property Alliance, said 
that after the Smo-US piracy 
pact was agreed in February, il- 
licit production in China briefly 
dedmerf But by mid-summer at 
least 27 plants were again mak- 
ing pirated CDs, CD videos, 
CD-Roms, and laser discs at a 
rate of 45 million a year. 

“Everybody knows where 
they arc. Everybody knows who 
owns them,” Mr Smith said in 
Peking. Paul Ewing of Vfamer 
Music added: “The situation is 
almost back to where it was last 
year.” The only marked differ- 
ence has been a shift in output 
from cheap music CDs to 
higher-value CD-Roms, costing 
the copyright owners even more 
in lost sales. 


When the llth-hour accord 
was signed, narrowly averting a 
Slbn trade war, the top US 
negotiator, Charlene Barshef- 
sky, said: “There is no question 
that the key to this agreement 
will be implementation.” As 
part of the deal, China must 
provide data every three 
months on the number of est- 
ablishments raided, products 
seized and criminals prosecut- 
ed. A six-month “special 
enforcement period” was des- 
ignated for investigating fact- 
ories producing pirated CDs, 
laserdiscs, and CD-Roms. The 
US assistant trade representa- 
tive, Lee Sands, is in Peking this 
week for discussions with Chi- 
nese officials over the limit pH 
progress m carrying out the pira- 
cy accord. Mr Sands said that 
the Chinese do not appear 
to be pursuing offenders with 
“any seriousness”. 

Clifford Borg-Marks, of the 
Business Software Alliance, 
said a CD-Rom containing 200 
pieces of software with a legal 
retail price of $25,000 (£16,000) 
had been bought on the streets 
of Shenzhen, in southern Chi- 
na, for 40 yuan (£3). Microsoft’s 
Windows 95 was cm sale with- 
in “a couple of days”, he said, 
and had even been found in a 
Cyrillic version being smug- 
gled from China into Russia. 
The delegation showed off a 



Note of welcome: Chinese musicians relax before playing at the Foster's brewery commi ssi o ni ng ceremony in 
Tianjin yesterday - a far cry from the strained Sino-US relations over pirated American CDs Photograph: AFP 


selection of Chinese-manufac- 
tured discs purchased in Hong 
Kong, inrhidmg an Adobe desk- 
top publishing programme 
which should retail for $1,500, 
but sokifor $8. However, only 
one Chinese wholesaler had 
been prosecuted since Rbruaxy, 
the delegation said. 

Mr Smith said US manufac- 
turers were well aware of the 


links between pirate factory 
owners and local gov ernments. 
Raids and seizures from retail- 
ers had increased, but the fines 
and penalties were too low to 
act as a deterrent Robin Rdfe, 
executive director of the In- 
ternational liradeinark Associ- 
ation, said the fines were little 
more than a "small b usiness tax 
on profits" for the pirates. 


An estimated 98 per cent of 
computer software in use in Chi- 
na is pirated. Under the Sinn . 
USpacLgoveninientmiuBtiies 
were supposed to start pur- 
chasing legitimate software, but 
there has been no significant in- 
crease in sales. Chinese officials 
had been “fairly ambiguous” 
this week an unproved market 
access for foreign films, videos, 


books and music, even though 
this had been part of the anti- 
piracy agreement. 

Meanwhile, on the streets 
near the Independent office, 
the pirate (fisc hawkers offering 
CDs and CD-Roms were out in 
force yesterday, operating out 
of a small Chinese supermarket, 
ri g ht under the nose of local 
police patrols. 


‘Gratitude’ cash 
costs Japan’s 
royals dear 



YAlf HIGH 
SECURITY 
ALARM 
SYSTEM 

Easy to install with 
cordless detectors. Each 
left contains one of each 
of the following: control 
unit. llOdb siren, cordless 
passive infra-red 
detector, (to protect a 
door or window), remote 
control handset, 20m of 
6-core cable, step-by-step 
fitting Instructions, 
complete screw and 
waH plug pack, zone 
labels for control unit. 
(Batteries not included). 


- fU nirt EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR 
flUGE WHUlViYOUB HOME SECURITY PROJECT 



WORKMAN 3 PIECE CWSH.SET 
Bowel edge blades. 13mm. 
19mm. and 25mm 

WORKMAN 6 PI 


£699 

pei sat 


BLACK A DECKER 
KC8441C 

CORDLESS DRILL/DRIVER 

8.4 vott, 2 speeds. 

10mm keyless chuck with 
reversing faefflty and 
5 torque settings for 
screwdriving. I 

Complete with raTM cnl 
3 hour charger . m 


Complete w»i wal mounted hanging to 
Contains 31ns, 4tas and fites plain rated, 
31ns and 4lra crass pair* andl ft In* 
chubby stated screwKvw 

EMPIRE POLYGASr 
Stins SPWT LEVEL 


rack. 


YAiE Rsucanr cyum» phw 
Easily replaces mo* extsSng sort 
dooreyfadere 


£259 

£499 

£499 


TAU TRADITIONAL DOOR LOCK P77PR 
For sold wooden dooa. Lockable by 
lafch Exiton from JnsfcJe. 


BLACK A DECKER? PIECE 
MDCH> BRUNT SET AM 06 


YAIE 5 LEVER M0H SECURITY MORTICE 
SASHOCKPM5602 , ‘*im 

DrS. saw and force resfcfcrt Ui M 

designed tor tuswflh door raxfes tl7“ 

YAIE 5 1EWB HKM SECURITY MOKI1CE 

DEADLOCK mSttaSMe «SS M 

Dri, sow and ton» iwUtrt 


#» condo it 
when you, 


OPENING HOURS 


Certain store hours con vary, please 'phone your nearest state to confirm. 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST DJY CHAIN - 
_ FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE PHONE 01 SI 466 4166 

Sbes shown are qpprox&nafe. Prices applcabfe to BaaSupetcentras.' 
ORea KJbfecf to avoBdbRty. Please 'phone to chock before Rawing. 
See »n store for detafe at ow Price Promise. 



RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Totyo 

The brick of banknotes was nme 
indies thick, delicately wrapped 
m the finest hand-made paper. 
Bowing deeply and with profuse 
expressions of thanks, tbe small- 
town politician presented it to 
the frowning retainer. Once 
the business was completed, 
he was led to foe back of foe big 
house for an audience with the 
real recipient of the cash - his 
town's patron, Mr Big himself. 

The scene, described by foe 
mayor of a small city in central 
Japan, is familiar from a hun- 
dred Japanese movies. But in 
this case there was a difference. 
Fbr this Mr Big was not a gang 
chief or corrupt politician trad- 
ing favours for cadi, hot foe late 

Prnw» Thlramatan, a member nf 

foe imperial family and an un- 
de of foe Emperor. The con- 
tents of the mayor's parcel, 
and his annual visits to foe 
prince’s Tbkyo residence, have 
publicly embarrassed Japan's 
reclusive imperial family. 

The scandal has innocent 
origins. Every year Otsu, a 
humble lakeside dty near Ky- 
oto, holds a bkyde race, the 
Thkamatsu Cup. The prince, a 
keen sportsman who died of 
cancer m 1987, attended regu- 
larly as a young man. The six- 
day race brings crowds of 
visitors to Otsu, and 32bn yen 
(£200m) in bets. But the book- 
ies have not been the only ben- 
eficiaries. Since 1950, Otsu has 
been paying foe Thkamatsu 

a luge sums of money 
for the use of its name, 
foe “gratitude money” 
amounted to 500,000 yen 
(£3,150 at today’s rates). But last 
year, foe prince’s widow re- 
ceived 10m yen (£63,000). “We 
wanted to give a respectable 
gift,” the embarrassed mayor ex- 
plained, “foe kind of sum that 
wouldn’t appear discourteous”. 
Records fw foe first 20 years of 
the race are lost, but since 1971 
foe city's courtesy to the mdca- 
matsu family has amounted to 
122m yen (£766,000). 

The arrangement, unknown 
to all but a far city officials, was 
uncovered by a Communist 
member of Otsu council, and 
the scandal quickly spread. 
Potentially, this was more than 
an embarrassment. Apart from 
the shady details about wads of 
bank notes and the secret hand- 
overs, the affair raised serious 
legal questions. Article 8 of 
Japan 's constitution states: “No 
property can be given to, or re- 
ceived by, the Imp erial House”, 
and the Imperial House Econ- 
omy Law requires permission 
from the Dirt for gifts of more 
than 1.6m yen (£10,000). The 
prince’s family dearly had bro- 
ken foe law. 

Within a week, another grat- 
itude scam had been uncovered, 
jpwfring the Bppperor’s cousin. 
Prince Tbmohito, who netted 
22m yen from a cycle race in an- 
other city. Last week, after an 
mvestigation by the Imperial 
Household Agency, themWy 
which overseas royal affairs, 
the matter was brought to a 
hasty conclusion. Both city 
cou nci ls received gb^q ues re- 
coupingtheir donations. 

“Gratitude money above lm 
yen is far above the socially ac- 
ceptable level, even if the mon- 
ey was offered to the im perial 


families," the agpucy said. 'The 
public does not condone such 
practices.” The agency’s dircc- 
torgenera! declared: "The fam- 
ilies accepted the money as 
donations. They must not have 
been aware of proper proce- 
dures required by foe law.” 

Plenty of questions remain 
unanswered. Could members of 
the imperial household have 
been unaware of an article of 
foe constitution? And, as ser- 
vant, treasurer and social sec- 
retary to the princes, was foe 
agency as ignorant of the do- 
nations as it suggested? 

Even more interesting is the 
fight foe affair casts on foe sla- 
ms of the imperial family. Di- 
rect criticism of foe imperial 
institution is stiQ taboo m Japan, 
partly for fear of ultra-nation- 
alists who threaten radical jour- 
nalists. But if the media seldom 
makesa target of royally, it docs 
not display exaggerated respect 
either, as foe recent scandal 
showed. The story broke in foe 
UbeaLAsahi Shimbun, but even 



Prince Tomihito at Oxford: 
Did well from cycle races 

the conservative Yomiuri was 
outspoken in its criticism, urg- 
ing an open debate and ex- 



The most poignant aspec 
foe affair is foe light it casts 
imperial finances. Outside 

EmpCiul's immeriia^ famil y 

imperial ponce receives an i 
nual stipend of 27.1m ' 
(£170,000) a year, and 
princess half of that. All otl 
income, from books a 
speeches fbr instance, is tax 
as are inheritances. Wi 
Prince Thkamalsu died, his vc 
cw was forced to give the nat 
most of his estate, to keej 
small part of it. The mayor 
Otsu told a sad story about tl 
“On one occasion, when Td j 
en foe money to one of the 
fleers, the princess smiled at - 
T don't have any voth 
she told me, TwtlstL 
pay inheritance tax'.” 

Prince Tbmohito, the ol 
race sponsor, suffers from t 
cer and recently came ou 
hospital. Unlike a comma 
he receives no social securi 
In medieval Japan, some i 
perots were reduced to s 
poverty that one was force* 
sell his autograph to buy fc 
Tmngs are not that bad yet, 
the most surprising thing ah 
foe cycle-race scandal is l 
"mee Th k a mat su and Pri 
Tomohito genuinely seem 
nave needed foe money. 


FROM PUCCINI TO GAMBACCINI. 


PAUL GAMBACCINI TAKES YOU ON A JOURNEY THROUGH THE CLASSICS WTTH HIS 'MORNING COLLECTION* WEEKDAY MORNINGS AT 9.00am. 
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♦PLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT. 




THE NEW ROVER 400. 

THE BEST LONG-DISTANCE RIDE ON EARTH FROM ONLY £139* A MONTH. 




MN ADMMSnwnON « Of M7 AND A SAILS AGBMCY Ftt Of 
£1 1 JS AM ADOHJ TO THS WBT PWNBMI “mOVIDeS THAT 
TW V&KU HAS NOT EXCEEDS* TW AGREED MUMS Of 
12000 HUS PER ANNUM AM* 6 W GOOD CO*BfTTOM THIS 
OfHR C NOT /NMMU ON EC nWMME PLAN KMOMS8L 


For a free test drive or a 
brochure phone now on 

0345 186 186 


Fax fetched? 

Not according to those impartial people at Autocar magazine. 

They went so far as to say; ‘drain covers and potholes have rarely 
been so inconsequential in this class, nor ROVER 414 1 

CASH PRICE* £11320.25 

motorways so flat-iron smooth/ deposit pmu £4J73 “ . 

AMOUNT FINANCED £B,IMC.65 

Our engineers however; could have gone 

° GUARANTEED MINIMUM FUTURE 

VALUFVFINAL PAYMENT £5.900.00 

further. CHARGE FOR CREDIT CI14B.10 

TOTAL PAYABLE £13.568.3$ 

Explaining at length the advantages of APR 9.0% 

, . , -11 - . « 1 .. •SNADHNBIRRnOMFHOFIOHIOAIAIHAfflMCYfffOF 

double wishbone suspension, one-to-one straight 

non hub pb af#mi am* b n cooo comxtion. ths 

OFFER C NOT AUNLA1U ON EC MJACHASE RAN KJROMSE& 

line damping and their unique solution to the For a free test drive or a 

brochure phone now on 

problem of engine vibration. 0345186 186 

But you don’t need a degree in engineering to appreciate the new 
Rover 400, just a degree of imagination. 

Picture a road without bumps or ruts. 

And instead of the roar of tyres on tarmac there’s little more than a 
subdued hum to disturb your thoughts as you glide along. 

You’ve just been driving the new Rover 400. 

Relaxing wasn’t it? 

Now picture yourself driving one all the time. 

From just £139* a month, it shouldn’t be too difficult 

But don’t think too long, this opportunity ends on December 10th 

So now is the time to arrange your, test drive. 


ROVER 1 



ABOVE ALL, IT ? S A ROVER 


■ WBL'SUttCrTO f«EE «i£» WffiS ffiSKAflE om eovn.4M Mnr*a may mm from illustration, susser TO AVAILABILITY. CARS MUST BE PURCHASED AND REGISTERED BY IWI2N5. 


oundation - TOE Auer AVAILABLE ON ROVER 4 H MODS, MAT Dirai, FROM ILLUSTRATION. SU^ECT TO AVAILABILITY. CARS MUST BE PURCHASED AND REGISTERED BY 


m 


■ FRIDAY 13 OCTOBER 13B3 


international 


Hugh O’Shaughnessy reports on British plans to equip and train troops notorious for massacres 


UK to arm 
Guatemala 
regime 
of terror 


Britain is Lraining military per- 
sonnel from Guatemala, the 
largest and most powerful of the 

Central American republics, 
which bas one of the worst hu- 
man rights records in The world. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
also confirmed yesterday that 
Britain has lifted a ban on sales 
of military equipment to 
Guatemala. 

The Government sees the 
possibility of important sales of 
arms and conn ter- insurgency 
equipment in a large market 
which has for years been sup- 
plied from Israel, Guatemala's 
staunchest ally. 

The news of Britain’s military 
involvement in Guatemala 
comes as new details filter out 
of the latest in the Guatemalan 
army’s long catalogue of mas- 
sacres. On 5 October, at Xam- 
an in the department of Alta 
Verapaz, a patrol of 26 soldiers 
killed 10 former refugees who 
had recently returned from 
Mexico, seriously wounding 15 
more and leaving a score of oth- 
ers suffering less extensive in- 
juries. They were members of 
the indigenous Maya commu- 
nity, who form the majority in 
Guatemala but have been the 
principal victims of a little-re- 
ported war which has tolled an 


estimated 150,000 people over 
the past 40 years. The kflling has 
produced a protest from the UN 
Secretary General and the res- 
ignation of the Defence Minis- 
ter. General Mario Enriquez. 

“The proposed training is 
very minor and developmental,” 
said the Foreign Office 
spokesman. He would not re- 
veal the number of soldiers 
who would undergo training 
here or in Guatemala, but 
added: “We are supporting the 
peace process.” 

The Guatemalan govern- 
ment and guerrilla groups are 
holding talks in Mexico City, 
aimed at bringing about social 
reform in the deeply divided 
country and halting the decades 
of hostilities. 

In August, the Foreign Office 
announced help to the 
Guatemalan police, but denied 
reports of British military aid. 
Edmundo Nanne, the Guate- 
malan ambassador to Britain, 
confirmed yesterday that an 
army colonel and naval and po- 
lice officers were receiving 
training in Britain. A military 
cadet is starting at 

the Royal Military Academy, 
Sandhurst 

The British action has been 
greeted with disquiet by 



Boot camp: The Guatemalan army's outrages have drawn protests from the UN 


Amnesty International and oth- 
er human rights groups. They 
point out that the United States 
has halted aid and militar y 
sales because of Guatemala’s 
record, which has also entangled 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
in a continuing scandal in 
Washington. 

“The measure is not sup- 
porting but undermining peace 
in Guatemala,” said Lord Ave- 
bury, chairman of the Iferlia- 
mentary Human Rights Group. 
The Government, he added, 
was breaking the 1993 declara- 


tion of the Organisation forSe- 
amty and Co-operation in Eu- 
rope, H anning the sale of arms 
that could be used for internal 
repression or could exacerbate 
existing conflicts. 

The British decision comes 
after a senior British diplomat 
and a police adviser visited the 
region recently for discussions 
with the Guatemalan authori- 
ties, who for decades were m 
armed confrontation, with 
Britain over neighbouring 
British Honduras. Last month 
John Deutch the newly ap- 


pointed head of the CIA, took 
the rare step of dzsmissmg two 
of bis senior staff; Tfeny Whrd 
and' Fred Brugger; and disci- 
plining seven more for their in- 
volvement in some of the more 
murderous activities of the 
Guatemalan forces. 

Colonel Julio Alpfrez of the 
Guatemalan army, who had 
been trained by the US army 
and given a S44000 payoff on 
leaving the CIA payroll, was 
found to have murdered a US 
arizen, MkhadDevine, in 1990 
in northern 1 



Photograph: Paui Smith/Panos 

was also found 
! for the death under 
-in 1992 of Efrain Ba- 
maca, a guerrilla who was mar- 
ried to an American lawyer, 
Jennifer Hartnny. 

CIA staff kept their involve- 
ment and knowledge from Ms 
Harbury till she forced it out of 
them after staging a hunger 
strike outside the White House. 

Although US military aid to. 
Guatemala was formally ended 
in 1990, the CIA continued it 
until December 1993-MsHar- 
bury is suing the agerey. 



RUPERT CORNWELL 
WASHINGTON 

Hours after pulling out of a 
scheduled television interview, 
OJ Simpson called the New York 
Times to proclaim his inno- 
cence and give his first exten- 
sive ‘comments on life after 
acquittal for double murder by 
a Los Angeles jury -though not 
by the majority of the Ameri- 
can people. 

In a 45-minute conversation, 


the former football star told the 
paper's media correspondent, 
BiU Carter, that he had not 
killed his former wife, Nicole 
Brown Simpson, and her friend 
Ronald Goldman and that, de- 
spite polls showing up to 70 per 
cent of Americans sure of his 
guilt, “I don’t think most of 
America believes I did it” 
Explaining bis decision to 
cancel the NBC interview, 
which would have been one of 
the most watched events in US 


television history, Simpson said 
he bowed to the unanimous ad- 
vice of his lawyers, concerned 
that anything he said might be 
used in the cwlsujts against him 
brought by the .Goldman and 
Brown families: “They told me 

interview tantamount 

to a grand jury hearing.” 

But he insisted: “I am an in- 
nocent man." He declared him- 
self willing to “sit and debate” 
the case at any time with Mar- 


cia dark, the lead state prose- 
cutor. Simpson denied he was 
about to many his girlfriend, 
Paula Baxbieri. Nor had his 
“Dream Tfeam" of defence at- 
torneys bled him dry: “I still 
have my Ferrari _ my Bentley 
_ my home in Brentwood _ my 
apartment in New York.” 

The saga of the interview de- 
nied and the interview granted 
marks another step in the pas- 
sage of the Simpson affair from 
tragedy to surreal farce. Tbm 


Brokaw -NBC’s star andhpr- 
man, who was to have con- 
ducted the “no-holds-batx&f” 
encounter on Wednesday - in- 
terrupted' programming to 
break the news of the cancel- 
lation with a gravity compara- 
ble to Rankhn|tooseve2t Idling 
America about the Japanese at- 
tack on Pearl Harbor. 

The non-event created a 
furore neatly as great as die real 
thing. Mr Brokaw’s historic 
statement W3S replayed in news 


bulletins through the evening, 
while, the media have had an- 
other Afield day talking about 
themselves -a subject dearer to 
their hearts than any, except OJ. 

Elsewhere, the lunacy con- 
tinues. Mark Fuhrman, the 
racist LAPD officer at the cen- 
tre of the case, was reported to 
be in Bermuda - a titbit that 
sent film crews scurrying there. 
But he proved to be one Mark 
Furman (without the “h”), a 
bemused New Jersey lawyer. 



a iidrd Kozyrev, the Russian 
Fore ign jviinister, is infer 
a doable whammy in. the cam- 
paign to keep his seat xn the 
country’s parliamentary eUxj.- 
tions in December. Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, the ultra-nation- 
alist liberal Democratic Party 
leader who regularly lays into 
the foreign minister for polities 
hc saysltave eroded Russia's 
might, is fielding his sister 
Lyubov to contest Mr Kozyrev’s 
Murmans k seat in the Stale 
Duma..... J - 
/^Sheis ah ordinary woman of 
Russia.. She is ,52 years old, an 
engineer, and ■ she has had a 
simple^ hard life,” Mr Zhiri- 
novsky said, adding; that she had 

“learnedabout international 

through her own 

brother not- 
hare been so many 
^laBM ^iroad, so much 
samfrefa moral and 
financial damage done that my 
■aster, if she were elected, could 
riot.be more harmful [than Mr 
Kbzynrifjl” 


F or the. past 15 - years, 
Naraamha Rao has. been 
^jeniefi^ his ni^its with a com- 
putfi^Twbroodirig.uncharis- 
matic prime minister of India, 
73, has been tapping ont “The 
Other Half*, a semi-autobio- 



PEOPLE 


for beliefs” As Out put it: j 
"If you’re a writer at heart, htv ! 
eralising the national economy 

must be a bit of a bore." Per- ; 

haps that's why Mr Rao took to : 
his tap-top, churning out such 
passages as: “Their bodies, like ; 
strangers meeting for the first • 
time/introduced themselves to : 
each other. It was o process in 
which millions of pores. Wood 

vessels and reflexes were in an ; 
alFout mutual comprchenSHM.” , 

i 

T he winner of the Nobel ' 
peace Prize, to be awarded . 
today, is a closely guarded se- 
cret Speculation,’ however, has ; 
centred on the key figures in the 
Irish peace process, Albert ; 
Reynolds and John Hume, and 
on Bishop Samuel Ruiz in the 
Mexican state of Chiapas, 
whose nomination was sup- ^ 





with colourful tales of intrigue, 
sex and power. 

The first excerpts of Mr Rao’s 
unfinished noyef were revealed 
tMs week in anewlndian mag- 
azine, Outlook. “How tedious 
must seem those long hours ex- 
plaining things to the Opposi- . ‘ 
tion when one would .much 
rather create Love on a &p- 
top,” the magazine said. 

Mr Rao’s . view of poetics in 
his boot' 'is not .Entirely *. 
favoured “Thereioomesa 
time, when politics seem point- ' 
lew.. ‘ 

bringsno rewards, aJbnkrra • 
satisfaction. On the.atherhand, 
it leaves you fretting under a re- 
lentless maligning blitz from all 
sides . V 

the 

art ofttroMBBg his party’s ide- 
ology ™dtessfy, without be- 
lieving a*w8rd of it It worked 
very well and he found that by 
and large he was in identical 
company. No one gave a damn 


A. 



Rao: Love on a laptop 

ported by the purple thumb 
rints and X’s of illiterate : 


prinu 

Chiar 


iapas Indians. 

And, for the there j 

is Jimmy Carter, this time for his : 
work in Haiti and Korea. 
Should he lose again. Mr Carter ; 
probably will take it well. 

• When he discussed the sub- | 
jeet with the New York Tones 
earlier this year, he said: “What ; 
if the Nobel were really the be- ; 
.^andend-anofrayexislena:? 
Awl what if it never happened? , 
'Which itprobably won’t ... But. ; 
what if that’s what really mat- j 
iered most and it never came ! 
about? Well, what sort of dried- 
up, shrivcled-up, disappoint- 
ed, frustrated old prune of a 1 
man would I be then? ‘Poor of “ 
Jimmy Carter. He never got his 
prize.’ ” 

MARYANN BIRO 


Why the brave new world 
of chips is child’s play 


Veteran US agents go 
back to Vietnam 


Al the Media Lab, even the 
lunch is dever. The wine is 
clever because it is bottled with 
its own electronic mail label: 
bifo://10 10virtuaMn.com. The 
food is dever (though rather dis- 
gusting) because it is wrapped 
in coloured squares of plastic 
sheet and concealed within alu- 
minium tiffin boxes that we 
are invited to take home. The 
helium balloons are very dever, 
if you talk to them they answer 
back. 

But then this whole day is 
dedicated to cleverness, not 
just in humans, although every- 
one here has more than their 
share, but in machines. This is 
the 10th birthday of the Media 
Lab at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology (MIT), 
and we are at a symposium to 


BOSTON DAYS 



MIT: Clever and cool 


celebrate the fact. Needless to 
say, it is the 10th day of the 10th 
month and the programme be- 
gan at 10 past 10. 

Clever and very cool. In the 
world of academe, there are few 
places as modern as the Media 
Lab. From its pleasing IM Pei- 
designed building on the MIT 
campus dose to the Charles 
River, the Lab has a mission to 
explain the new universe un- 
folding before all of us: the uni- 
verse of personal computing, of 
the Net and the Web, of brows- 
ing and surfing, of chips and bits 
and of mice without tails. 

No wonder Nicholas Negro- 
ponte, founder of the Lab and 
the very prophet of digital hip, 
exudes an I-told-you-so air 
when he steps on stage. That 
thing called the World Wide 
Wsb (pardon me if I don’t at- 
tempt ro describe it, hut I know 
it is there) is doubling in size, 
every 55 days. Two thirds of all 
PCs today are heading, not into 
offices, but into homes. 

■The rate of change is j ust ex- 
traordinary, and it’s going to 


have an extreme impact on so- 
ciety," Mr Negroponte pro- 
claims. “What was off the wall 
even nine months ago is con- 
sidered a conservative predic- 
tion today." Acknowledging 
that he ana the Lab have been 
dismissed as offering more flash 
than academic substance, he 
noted “Nobody realises that the 
hype is accompanied by un- 
derstatement.” 

Through the day I keep re- 
turning to this. I belong ta that 
part of society that Mr Negro- 
ponte calls the “digitally home- 
less”. The young, including the 
very young understand his uni- 
verse arid play in it without fear 
every day. And according to his 
estimates the second most cy- 
ber-sawy generation is over 
55. 1 am in the middle and 1 still 
do not know. Is not tins a rev- 
olution built on hype? Am I not 
going to be buying a daily pa- 
per in 30 years as I do now? Am 
I going to have to get myself a 
home page on the Wfeb? Are we 
indeed in the midst of some . 
huge, fantastic rearrangement 
of our cultural furniture? 

some^af^al I hear lodaycon- 
firms my natural cynicism. Do 
we really need computers that 
will be able to see people’s faces 
and recognise what they are 
feeling? Don’t we do that rather 
well for ourselves already? And 
what is the point of the research 
in the Lab's latest venture, 
called “Things That Think”? 
These might, we are told, be in- 
telligent shoes. They could be 
left on the sitting room carpet 
to monitor the evening news 
and transmit the information to 
our intelligent wallets in our 
pocket, which would filter out 
the items not likely to interest 
us. Finally the filtered version 
of the news is projected on to 
seme surface for us to read, such 
as the inside of an intelligent 
spectacle lens. Hm. 

Wc all applaud. Itoo men tit 
on stage with, mini-computers 
under their feet (which one day 
will be small enough to fit into 
the sole of a shoe). They shake 
bands arid, as they touch, in- 
formation that would normal- 
ly be on a business card flows 
their flesh and bone 


from the computer of the one 
to the computer of the other. 
For the sake of the demo, the 
information - e-mail address in- 
cluded - is projected onto a 
screen. The possibilities for 
silent commuiticatioo between 
humans this way are fantastic. 
Could this spell the end of the 
Masonic handshake? 

But it is Seymour Papert, the 
Lab’s Lego Professor, who jogs 
me awake. His special interest 
is computers and children. With 
money from Lego - the Lab, by 
the way, has a S25m (£16m) 
budget supplied by sponsor- 
ships with over 100 commercial 
companies - he is developing 
.Lego brick toys fitted with mini 
processors that will be able to 
interact with children and play 
games with them. 

“Our waysof dealing with the 
process o£ growing tip are un- 
ravelling,". Professor Papert 
says. “We are. looking at the 
most radical transformation in 
human life that win happen in 
the next decade”. Hype? Cer- 
tainly. But where children and 
computers collide, my guess is 
that it is understatement too. 


BRUCE STANLEY 
Associated Press 

Hanoi — Six American veter- 
ans, stooped with age but smO- 
ing like old friends, reunited 
rwith Vietnamese thev 

their common enemy, Japan. 

The former members of the 
US Office of Strategic Ser- 
vices. precursor of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, swapped 
Second World War-era tales of 
parachute jumps, radio codes 
and Japanese surrender with 
their suver-haired hosts. 

Underlying their often emo- 
tional exchange was a strong 
sense of lost opportunities for 
friendship between tije US and 
Vietnam - and a hunger to bufid 
dose relations from the wreck- 
age of what the Vietnamese call 
the American War. 

It’s the most remarkable 
thing to me that the people we 
hurt so much invited us back,’ 
said Carle ton Swift Jr_, 76. 
Swift, a retired CIA officer liv- 
ing in Washington, DC, who 
commanded the OSS unit in 
Hanoi after Ho Chi Minb de- 
clared Vietnam's independence 
from colonial France. 

“The tragedy of the Vietnam 
War is so overwhelming that 1 
didn’t think they could-ever get 
over it, but they did,” said for- 
mer Marine lieu tenant, Charles 


Fenn, 88. Mr Fenn, a writer 
whose home is west Cork, Ire- 
land, helped organise secret 
radio communications with 
Ho’s ragtag guerrilla force. 

The two veteraans were 
amorietbe Americans invited to 

of the founding ot the Vietnam- 
USA Society. They joined in a 
discussion with Vietnamese his- 
torians and old soldiers at the 
society’s Hanoi headquarters 
and their talks, due to last two 
days, were symbolic proof that 


ly be on 
through 
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At WH Smith there are now big savings on 60 bestselling titles. 

Including £8 off Michael Crichton’s The Lost World, the eagerly anticipated follow-up to Jurassic Park 


and £5 off Delia Smith’s Winter Collection. 



There’s more to interest you at WH SMITH 


correct at time of 9 oin9 f ® press.- Subject to availability at WHSmith stores in England & Wales only. Offer closes 4th November 
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Colonial legacy may split Cameroon 


REBECCA DODO 

The simmering secessionist 
movement in the West African 
country of Cameroon will come 
to the boO tomorrow when a 
group representing the country’s 
English speakers declares that 
at least 13m of the 4m popu- 
lation are in favour of breaking 
away. The Southern Cameroons 
Nudcar Congress wants the 
south of the country - former- 
ly a British colony, unlike the 
North, which was ruled by 
France - to gain independence. 

Though the SCNC claims to 
have strong links with the 
British Foreign and Common- 
wealth Office, it is unlikely to 
mobilise much international 
backing But the declaration will 


embarrass the country’s fran- 
cophone government which, as 
it prepares to become the 52nd 
member of the Commonwealth, 
claims to have reconciled fran- 

C °pSesident Paul Biya is no 
doubt hoping that Common- 
wealth membership will bring 
respectability at home and 
abroad. Cameroon will be only 
the third Commonwealth mem- 
ber not once wholly governed 
by Britain. 

The SCNC has filed its own 
application for Commonwealth 
membership on behalf of the 
Southern Cameroons. Its dele- 
gation will be a thorn in the side 
of Mr Biya when be attends the 
Commonwealth summit in 
Auckland this November. 


Crisis threatens 
to disrupt poll 
in South Africa 


PRAKASH NAIDOO 

Tensions in South Africa's gov- 
ernment of national unity, and 
m the violence-prone province 
of KwaZulu-Natal, overshad- 
owed a vote yesterday by 
parliament to hold historic 
local elections next month. 

Polls to replace the last rem- 
nants of apartheid in South 
Africa’s elected institutions 
have been bedevilled for 
months by uncertainty over vot- 
er registration and haggling 
over local authority bound- 
aries. Although the National 
Assembly voted yesterday to go 
ahead on 1 November, KwaZu- 
lu-Natal will sit out the process 
for at least another five months. 

The parliamentary debate, 
however, caused the worst in- 
fighting between the African 
National Congress and its gov- 
erning partner, the National 
Party, gum the national election 
17 months ago. Mac Maharaj, 
the ANC Minister ofEransport, 
called for the Deputy President 
and leader of the NP, FW de 
Klerk, to be sacked as chairman 
of the cabinet committee on 
security and intelligence, ac- 
cusing him of threatening a 
coup while addressing a party 
rally last weekend. 

Yesterday President Nelson 
Mandela's office moved to 


dispel rumours, believed to 
have started in financial markets 
in London, that Mr de Klerk 
had resigned, although the 
ANC said it supported Mr 
Maharaj ’s call for his dismissal. 
Mr de Klerk said he had been 
misquoted. 

Tension between the two par- 
ties has been aggravated by 
ANC claims that the NP was 
attempting to manipulate the 
electoral boundaries in the 
Western Cape, the only 
province controlled by the par- 
ty, to improve its changes ney t 
month. Polls will go ahead ex- 
cept in the greater Cape Tbwn 
metropolitan area, the centre of 
the dispute. 

Voting will also be delayed 
in KwaZulu-Natal, the power 
base of Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi’s Inkatha Freedom 
Party, which has seen the worst 
wrangling over boundaries. 

Pieter Miller, Inkatha’s 
provincial housing minister, 
said yesterday that it would be 
impossible to go ahead with 
elections before 27 March next 
year, the deadline set in the new 
legislation. If KwaZulu-Natal 
fails to meet the deadline, the 
central government is empow- 
ered to appoint administrators 
to run the province. 

Fighting between the Zulu 
nationalists of Inkatha and 


Commonwealth membership 
is a sign of a growing distance 
' between Ranee and its former 
colony. President Jacques 
Chirac left Cameroon out of his 
recent tour of West Africa and 
is said to be impatient with re- 
ports of corruption and mis- 
management mere. 

English and FretK.'b-speaking 
apposition groups have united 
to lobby the Commonwealth to 
reject Cameroon’s application. 
They argue that there has been 
no progress on human rights 
and the democratisation re- 
quested as a pre-condition for 
Cameroon's membership at the 
last Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting in Octo- 
ber 1993. Specifically, they want 
long overdue local elections to 



be held, an independent elec- 
toral commission, the lifting of 
pre-press censorship and con- 
stitutional reform. 

At present, paxfiament sits for 
rally two months of the year and 


the president has wide powers 
to rule by decree. Opposition 
groups also fear coDmaba with 
Nigeria and a high-level gov- 
ernment delegation is reported 
to have visited Nigeria with as- 
surances that, if admitted, 
Cameroon would oppose sanc- 
tions against Nigeria. 

French Cameroon became 
independent in I960. The fol- 
low^ year a UN plebiscite was 
held and the northern half of the 
former British Cameroons 

joined Nigeria while the south- 
ern half joined the former 
French territory. Bat indepen- 
dence calls have never quite 
died. The SCNC says the 
plebiscite was illegal and com- 
plains that While the Southern 
Cameroons agreed to join a re- 


iblic of 


status” 


by the francophone regfon. 

The two areashave different 
legal and educational systems. . 
Engfish^speakos have long said 
that the government exploited 
their regiotfsaatural res ou rce s , 
in particular oil, but did fittfeto 
improve living conditions. An- 
glophones also fed neglected by 
the French, who (Greeted almost 
all of their post-independence ' 
aid to the francophones and 
whore Mafia-style business links 
are popularly believed to be re- 
sponsible for much economic 

Moreover, the French ig- 
nored fraud ax the 1992 Pres-: 
dcntial ejection, because they 
could not bare to see an 


Enghshrspeaker - John Ru 
Nffi - head the government. 

Many observers feel that if 
there is saiga of support for the- 
secessionists, it has more to do 

with economic dedme than any 
real cultural difference. 
Cameroon has the same level of 
poverty as it had in 1964. Un- 
cnmioyment and inflation are 
high, social services disinte- 
grating and evidence of gov- 
ernment waste is everywhere. 
Just one example, reported 

by Africa Analysis, is that the 

government has. ordered a 
Cfi\53m (£190,000) statue of 
the President's late wife. This 
from a government with a 


debt of $2.7bn (£L7bn) and 
piaim to- make 25,000 of.it 
employees redundant • 






MM 


Generation game: Nelson Nandela greeting children at Die site of a planned youth centre 
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ANC supporters has killed 
scores of people in the province 
in recent months. This, coupled 
with bitter disputes over jjxnQ 2 £- 
aries,hasimdcrinfoedanyhd^ 
of a trouble-free election. 


Inkatha, which gape ms 
KwaZulu-Natal with .Ismail 
majority, has argued fopi high 


Buthelezi is accused of seeking 


the secession of the province. 
The party is refusing to 
include any tribal areas within 
. the electoral boundaries of the 
dties, and the issue will now be 
re f err e d to a special electoral 


court, probably by early, next. 

month, for a final decision. 

In the rest oflibe country 
there is 

voters’ rdSk up to 

Hate Despite a massive voter- 


education (hive; in the past six 
months, a survey this week 
revealed that many people still 
believe theycan simply turn up . 
at the palls and vote, as they did 
last year. 


Troops 
fire on 
E Timor 
rioters 

Dili (AP) — Indonesian riot 

police and troops fired in die air 

and used tear gas yesterday to 


ibe third day of unrest in the 
capital of East Timor, which has 
so far left two people dead. 

No injuries were reported, 
but gangs of anti- and pro-in- 
dependence youths continued 
to roam the streets of Dili, 
forming barricades with empty 
petrol drums, old furniture and 
tree blanches to disrupt traffic 
Sporadic gunfire was heard. 

The Indonesian Foreign 
Mhrfa er, Ali Alalas. blamed the 
noting on activists working 
abroad for East Timorese in- 
dependence, saying it was an- 
other attempt to foment trouble 
in the former Portuguese 
colony. Indonesian troops 
seized the territory in 1976, 
after Portugal pulled out, but 
the United Nations still recog- 
nises Portugal as the adminis- 
trative power. Most Timorese 
are Catholic and speak Por- 
tuguese, hindering their inte- 
gration into Indonesia, the 
world’s largest Muslim nation. 

Most shops were dosed and 
jjubtic transport stopped as the 
militar y responded to a call by' 
the governor, Abilio Jose Oso- 
rio Soares, to end the unrest. 

The trouble started on Tues- 
day, after police arrested a pro- 
independence activist, said a 
local council member, Manuel 
Carrascalao. TVro men were 
stabbed to death and 18 people 
were injured in street fighting, 
Mr Carrascalao said. Five peo- 
ple have been arrested. 

The fighting underscored the 
simmering tensions in East 
Timor, where pro-indepen- 
dence feeling is strong. 

- In Jakarta the armed forces 


. Sowarno Adrwijoyo, said the sit- 
nation in Dili would be easily 
controlled, and there was no 
■ reason to use excessive force. 

Mk'Ahtas refused to com- 
mmtan reports thai Bishop FU- 
qje Ximcncs Bdo, a critic of the 
go vernment who heads the 
Catholic Church in East Tim- 
or, is among five nominees for 
this year’s Nobel Peace Prize. 

But he welcomed Australia's 
decision to deny refugee status 
to 18 East Timorese who land- 
ed-in Darwin in May. Australia 
is one of the few countries 
which recognises Indonesia’s 
rule over East Timor. 


jj* 


s 







V- MEXICAN 
SHOT GLASSES 


have continued 

seareh v 

V Si ^ «wve ih'^p^naUid 

. ' find'm • places ' j-:; 

MAN HAT -' Pem or 


'k-. . 



mmm 


‘ Tljifc is not an ■ 

,W9l 

w;fe.est tp 






1' •’ ill 


NUBUCK 
BOOTS 



^ We ane.snre \ 


When yoii buy 
any paperback- from 

WH SMITH 






I I I . Tb obtain ycur fh« Pe 0 gum 60s you w.11 need two totens 

^branch of WH Smith. There, when 

SSS 5 - : sSHS 

more. Tlie Penguin 60s; 


FROM 


jO K» YOU)R \ 
ERBE32TAGE 
ICS- CAXAI JOG0E# 

<mS&: 


OR FILL IN AND POST OR FAX BACK THE 
COUPON ON 0113 246 7797 

Please send me Harry's latest catalogue. 2ND MI 

MSst/Mi/MnAIr 

Addrew 


venbepewent’ 


range, encompasses every 
style and taste - au thors in- 
clude Human Capote, Hans 
Christian Andersen, Poe, 
Chekhov, Graham Greene, 
Ffeuefope Lwefy, Spike Mil- 
ligan, Conan Doyle, Jan 



Postcode 


WHEN COMPLETED, SEND TO : REDISCOVERED ORIGINALS, 
WHFTEHOUSE STREET LEEDS LS10 I AD 

If ym do not wiah to receive mriHapt of ofe» or «ewfaa frow other carefully | — i 
selected compunea please tick box. 1 


™l 'worth £3.99 or more, your 
I voucher plus two tokens, 
I entitles you to any two Pen- 
guin 60s titles free. 

.. TteBenguin 60s series are 

j?l Incited editions and tides are 
subject to availability. 

7hv offer is valid until 21 
October 1 995 and is avaU- 
^ at bunches of WH Smith 
tn England and Woks. 


; r wnwiltt 

* worth £339 or mm 




L :v. 



'y 


T ..... 


tfsasias: - 


bj y?.- '• 

•••■ , :5«- 


*w»s 




. 

: V . " •*. . 


*v. : - 

w/ %..„*'••• , 


' r«, ■ ':k_ . 
■ w, 

<» 


r 

J 








INESPENEENt • 


Ti-f),-. 

r l 

s 

4 Ijjv. 

r #% 


UINSWUHTfl 





IS 

news analysis 

Big-money haggling is about to change our whole snorting nuttiirA sav Mathew Horsman and 


The Sky’s the limit for sport on 
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• , Under ^1990 Broadcasting Act, viewers 
receiving cabte or sateflite TV should riot pay 
.ah addtranalfeefor ‘feted events”. Netting 
prsvei^ SstEd, 0 \«rp being exclusively shown 
; ' on sateHte/cable channels: each sporting 
fry organfeflbridecpes on its own TV contracts. 

■ and Whribtedon have so far 

decided io stay with terrestrial television to 
Teach a targe? aucfienca Rugby League 
'• howev^/because of underfunefing, has . 
v ii^tiatP a 1 deal wjth Sky. 

~ psted went* ares 
Cricket: Engtoxfe test matches 
Raring: the Derby, Grand National 
Fbbtbaf: Fife World Cup finals, RA Cup final, 
Scottish FA Cup final 
Tennis: finals weekend of Wimbledon 
CXympb parties > r 

The (prrarbm|tfePh G&mes and foe Oxford 
; andCafo bridge BdatRace^yere rttiafly 
con^dered but finafy removed fhxn the fist 



KremVinologlsts in the Conservative Party broker tell me it was no 

accident that Baroness Thatcher (Happy Birthday, my dear) found herself 
beside the Prime Minister for Ken Clarke’s speech to the party conference 
yesterday. Wilkes finds it hard to believe, but it was the first time on record 
that the Prime Minister and his 
predecessor have sat together on 
the platform. 

It was carefully stage-managed by 
that wily Ulster matchmaker Brian 
Mawhinney, the party chairman, to 
emphasise continuity and unity. 

Lady Thatcher sat on Mr Major's 4 
right, while Ken Clarke, Margaret’s 
Brutus, sat on his lefL AQ that was 
needed to complete the happy 
picture was Sir Edward Heath. But 
the canny old buffer understandably 
thought better of making up the 
numbers. L 

He was already safely back in the 

comfort of Cathedral Close, • — - . __ . «•_ .*» 

Salisbury. Hoe one met somewh e re before? 


Of coarse, as Esther of the House, my 

redoubtable friend Sir Edward has no 
need to adjust his sails afo^forthe 
Prune Minister or today’s birthday 
girt. Indeed, it is not last on Sir 
Edward that the dea th of Le rdHome 
gives him even more grarftas. He fa 


putting one over on Baroness 

Thatches 

And he wffl not be sorry tomes 

John Major’s keynote spew* today m 
BhukpooT Sir Edward has Bttfe 

stomach fw the Nuremberg raffies m 


diifrfflrir of rfwiwmmifatinns and 
briefly Downing Street political 
adviser, jump too soon m securing the 
plum and deeply beautiful 
Westmorland and Lonsdale? The 
, constituency is one of the most 
beautiful in the coontiy, but far away 
; from Westminster. Sad for poor Mr 
I Coffins, he headed to distant parts 
I before the frequently untronrered 

I . - - — . C tax**** N/nrk 


the real thing. After the event, the 

P Roath MM 



yrnng pro-JUiropean 

^ £ti3roedatarecepthfflto^*l^ 
j$ the German party leaders, manmeg 
Himmkn *Bfe bad a very 

handshake," S& Edward remembered. 

TOkes observed ft was 

Grounds. “I have nerer &**** 1 ** 

Gammas hand," said the former 

prime 

in the rash for safe Tbiy swg^ 

Thn Collins, former Central Office 


nffn ^Hirud that he would stand down 
from his Epprng Forest stronghold, no 
doubt to spend more time with his 
secondhand cam. The constituency 
T»«pv^tifw i chairman is none other 
than Vi Coffins, mother of Tin. 

Wiltes has an Ues for the bEDeontam 
Fund. Never bU spring » 
refrnid^unc village halls. It shouW be 

used to create a permanent andfo- 
visnal exhibition of Mkh&el 


flow is as remarkable as the Niagara 
Brils and ought to be preserved far 
the nat io n . 

This conference is not like 1986, 
when the 'fories turned the tide. 

There is a whiff of decay about A 
team of Labour Party activists is going 
to tty to get the message across to the 
Cabinet this morning with a40ft-hjgh 
quotation from the Blair speech, all 
about the Tbries wrapping themselves 
in the flag while destroying the fabric 
of society. It will be written in the 
sand outside the main c o n f erence 
hotel on the Blackpool Prom. It is to 
be hoped they have studied their tide 
tablcs correcdy. Otherwise, it could 
be awash ouL 

Rflchael Dobbs, the former Tbiy vice 
chairman, has done It again. His 
Boaseof Cards, about a prime 
mbibter ousted in a party leadership 
election, was turned into a BBC 
drama on the eve of the fell of 
Margaret Thatdiec Next month 
(starting on bonfire night), the BBC 

starts fts serialisation of bis TheFaud 
Cat- Mr Dobbs’s powers of prediction 
am nndnnmed. TheFintd Qtt features 
a character called Tbm Makepiece, 
who crosses the floor of the House, 
unable to stay in the same party as 
the cynical, manipulative Rands 

Urqnbazt. Come to think of it, Alan 
Howartb does look a little like a bit- 
part actor in a TV drama. 

The tough-tafleitig Hem dearly 
has a di yiph» in the diminutive but 


Poring hfe paf mmance this week 
Wilkes was suddeaty impressed ^ the 
thought that be was witnessing tec 

ad of an era ter a politician aptjy 
dubbed Widow TWanky Bezza in fid! 


sturdy figure of COUan Shephard. For 
tee first time in her life, Mrs Shephard 
objected to the size of her bote! room, 
and effected a swift change to 
something a little larger than a broom 
cupboard at the Imperial Hotel. At 
lart, Gillian is shcrwmg real signs of 
leadership tendencies. 

Sir George Young travelled to 
Blackpool by train on Monday, and 
was asked by a customer services 
operative to OH out a questionnaire 
about die Poole to Edinburgh cross- 
country service. Under “occupation”, 
be dntifnlly wrote out “Secretary of 
State for Transport”. Ifre next 
question was: “lb whom to you 
report?” Sir George was going to put 
“The Queen”, but then consulted his 
pofitical advisers. After discussion, be 
wrote “The Prime Mmistet*. No 
doubt the Intercity employee who 
received the form mattered to him or 
herself, ‘Another nutter”, and filed it 
in the bin. 

Uce most right-t hink ing people 
With medals in his top drawer, 
j Wilkes's normally robust stomach was 
j left uneasy by Michael Portillo’s 
performance, in which he verbally 
j donned the sandy beret of the SAS. 

His macho performance has been 
I the subject of much ribald comment 
among the drinking classes at Jeffrey 
Archer's splendid parties. One young 
, tnrkin the Tbiy high command told 
Mikes ft was ^sexploitation with 
I military hardware", 
i It was all too roudx for one old 

soldier in the Tbry high command, 
who said the Defence Secretary had 
funked his chance to serve his country 
fay refusing to join a military cadet 
corps when be was a youth. Mikes 
beheves Mr Portillo’s lack pf a mxfitaiy 
record may come to hmmt the young 

pretender. He will never be a Major. 

Ken Livingstone, who is doing a 
film for LWT doorstepped Mr 
Portillo with a film crew as tee 
Defence Secretary arrived at tee 
Savoy Hotel, Blackpool, to address 
tee annual dinner of the Thatcherite 


Just not ihe closet type 


*Tve been exchanged for Alan 
Howarth.” said Ken brightly. Mr 
Portillo was not amused. 
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The voters aren’t 
daft, Mr Howard 


M ichael Howard in crime-fightin’ guy 
mode resembles nothing so much as 
an American police chief up for re-elec- 
tion. His speech to the Toiy faithful yes- 
terday claimed much (“we are taking our 
country back from the criminals’’) and 
promised more. Despite all the other pos- 
sible claims on the Government's time - 
and despite the fairly recent introduction 
of the Criminal Justice Act - the Home 
Secretary committed himself to a new 
Crime BiU to be introduced in the rela- 
tively short time between now and the 
next general election. 

No one could accuse Chief Howard of 
subtlety - his timetable is almost painfully 
political. He plans to embarrass Labour by 
bringing forward measures that Jack Straw 
and his colleagues are bound either to 
oppose for their illiberal! ty or that will 
divide them. Mr Howard knows full well 
that Labour believes (along with almost all 
the experts and the students of crime pre- 
vention) that longer and more mandatory 
sentences cause as many problems as they 
solve. And he judges that large sections of 
Middle Britain do not see it that way. The 
gulf is just waiting to be exploited. 

Howard's way is dear. He will legislate 
for mandatory life sentences for second- 
time violent and sexual offenders and intro- 
duce stiffer minim um sentences for bur- 
glars and drug dealers. This, he argues, is 
what being tough on crime means. Those 
who oppose are therefore soft on crime. 

Yet even as he basked in the inevitable 
ovation, Mr Howard knew one of these 
opponents was likely to be the Lord Chief 
Justice, Lord Taylor. Only a week ago the 


two had a meeting in which Lord Thylor 
delivered his own strong preference for 
re taining the nifliimirm discretion, in sen- 
tencing. He argued that the problem in 
deterring crime lay in low rates of detec- 
tion. not in short sentences. 

Mr Howard is entitled to disagree with 
the views of the judiciary. He could have 
argued that they were ignoring this key 
fact, or overlooking that bit of evidence. 
But he didn't Instead he spoke as though 
the argument had never been made. He 
simply ignored the Lord Chief Justice. 

And just as Michael Portillo had earlier 
managed to offend the services by his crass 
invocation of the SAS and the British fight- 
ing man, so Mr Howard brought the wrath 
of another institution — the judiciary — 
down around his ears, for Lord Taylor is 
a man of our times, prepared (unlike his 
predecessors) to enter the public lists 
where he sees the need. His intervention 
was momentous. He dismissed the idea 
that the threat of longer sentences deters 
habitual criminals. “What deters them is 
the likelihood of bemg caught, which at the 
moment,” he added scathingly, “is smafi.” 
“Does anyone believe,” he went on, “that 
a professional burglar, who knows he has 
at most only three chances in 20 of being 
caught, wifl be deterred by the addition of 
six months to his sentence?” 

Michael Howard has calculated that the 
answer to Lord Taylor’s question is yes. We 
are not so sure. Underestimating the 
electorate’s intelligence is a game politi- 
cians play at their peril Especially when 
someone as persuasive as Lord Thylor is 
around to put the record straight 


Stand firm 
against tax cuts 


A s chancellors go, Kenneth Clarke has 
zVbeen a good one. So far. In difficult 
political times he has held his nerve and 
stuck to a strategy to restrain inflation and 
deliver sustainable growth. But yesterday’s 
speech suggests that he may be about to 
risk his reputation in pursuit of short-term 
political gain. 

Paradoxically, the absence of a feel- 
good factor has helped the economy to 
grow without inflation taking off. Astatic 
housing market, combined with hefty tax 
increases, have kept consumer spending 
subdued. 

However, yesterday’s unexpected jump 
in the underlying inflation figures, from 
19 per cent to 3.1 per cent, shows the con- 
tinuing fragility of our current non- 
inflationary growth. And given the risk 
that higher inflationary expectations may 
feed through to future wage rises and 
price rises, the Chancellor needs to pro- 
ceed with caution, both on taxes and on 
interest rates. 

However, such caution is not an attrac- 
tive counsel whea you are drifting to elec- 
toral defeat. The party craves a tax cut 
here, an interest rate cut there, and a 
boost for the housing market thrown in 
for good measure. 

Mr Clarke should stand firm and not 
deliver. An interest rate cut when infla- 
tion is moving upwards faster than 
expected would be too risky. A tax cut 
funded by borrowing would only add to 
the inflationary pressures. A package for 
the housing market would also distort the 
fiscal regime and make it harder to 
deliver worthwhile reductions in the tax 
burden when they can be afforded. 


The Chancellor’s big problem is that 
growth is running slightly lower than 
expected, so there is no bonus from 
higher tax receipts -or lower spending on 
unemployment —to redistribute. That, of 
course, leaves a tax cut funded by spend- 


ing cuts as Mr Clarke’s only way forward. 

Yet no one who heard him yesterday 
can doubt that he intends to unveil what 
he will call a tax-cutting Budget next 
month- By that he may well mean the sort 
of tax cuts we have had in the past 15 years 
- namely, not tax cuts at all but a rejug- 
gling of the tax burden. 

It is an entirely legitimate aim of a Tory 
government to pursue a genuinely lower 
overall tax take - something like the 35 
per cent we had in the Sixties, rather than 
the 40 per cent-plus of the Eighties and 
Nineties. But this, even if desirable, could 
not be achieved by sleight of hand it is 
only possible if the state's expenditure is 
radically recast, perhaps along the lines 
that were suggested this week by Norman 
Lament. 

Mr Clarke has never been this kind of 
radical He cares too much about the 
NHS and the social security system. 
Which leaves only unsustainable tax cuts 
and gimmicks . 

His likeliest budget trick is to promise 
a programme of falling taxes stretching 
over several years - to be funded by future 
and implausible spending cuts. This might 
be smart politics in that it would help 
interrogate Labour’s hazy thinking on tax. 
But make no mistake, it would be a gim- 
mick. We will probably be lucky if we get 
through the election with no folly greater 
than this. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Pam Ayres 


Permit me my wrinkles 


W ell, I am all for it - clear and effec- 
tive speech. I am not talking about the 
cut-glass stuff, the plum in the mouth, the 
haw-haw have a devil cm horseback Claude. 
I mean people who know the words and use 
them correctly and can see how each sen- 
tence is goiog to finish before they start it. 
So when I read yesterday that Gillian Shep- 
hard desires all our children to leave 
school speaking dearly and effectively in 
standard English, my first thought was, 
“Goodonyer!” 

The thing that bothers me is the pos- 
sibility that, by promoting only standard 
English, the other rich types of English 
usage are left to fossilise. 

I know Mrs Shephard says she is not 
referring to regional accents, but I won- 
der how successfully the two matters can 
be separated. What is it, anyway, this stan- 
dard English? What does it outlaw? While 
I think any damage inflicted on regional 
speech patterns by Shephard will be sec- 
ondary to the blows already dealt it by a 
mobile population and a television in 
every iivmg room, nevertheless regional 
dialects must be threatened further by the 
adoption of standard English. Does that 
matter? 1 believe it does. 

Thke one of my first boyfriends. He was 
a Geordie. For me, fresh from Stanford 
in the Berkshire, listening [0 him was 

like listening u> a foreign language. I 
doubt that what he said to me was struc- 
tured m standard Englisfe but it was beau- 
tiful just the same. 

Take my old uncle who lived in a little 


isolated village near Uffington. He never 
said he was going to the toilet. He said he 
was going up the dyke. Dyke. Natural 
watercourse. Ditch. The language takes 
you back and infonns you what people did 
pre-privy. My mum never used to say she 
was going to have a look: she wait to have 
a “kite round”. It is from the wheeling bird 
of prey and is a centuries-old usage. In a 
Cornish village recently, a man was stand- 
ing in his garden and I asked him where 
a friend of mine might live. The man 
looked up brightly. “Know ee, do ee?” be 
said. What happens to people who say. 
“Know ee, do ee?” Mis Shephard? 

Don't misunderstand me. I am not 
campaigning for regional accents to be 
preserved in aspic. I have had one for a 
lifetime and 1 am not sure 1 would wish 
it on a dog. Mention me and people shut 
one eye and shoot, “Ooh ari” I write 
comic verse. WeU over two millfoa books 
sold and nty current one is in its four- 
teenth reprint. Yet 1 hardly ever see a ref- 
erence to myself in the press without some 


for the Bucolic Bard, the Rustic Rhym- 
ster, the Shakespeare of the Shoes. It is 
irritating after 20 years. But, Mis Shep- 
hard, despite all my years of fighting 
“voitism”, I would not want aS the wrin- 
kles ironed out of our language. Me- 
dearie-o. 

The author is a writer and entertainer. Her 
latest book is The Works’, BBC Books, 
£4.99. 


put-down re tat 
for the Bucolii 


Tm not nickin’ anythin’! Just warn Howard to lay off!’ 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Michael Portillo’s virtual reality leaves no room for the facts 


From Mr A. L. Teasdale 
Sin Am I alone in having diffi- 
culty in recognising various state- 
ments in Michael Portillo's 
speech to the Conservative Parly 
conference as accu r ate or real? 

For example, the Defence Sec- 
retary says mat qualified major- 
ity voting (QMV) will never be 
extended to foreign policy in 
Europe so long as the Conserv- 
atives are in power. Why, then, 
did John Major agree at Maas- 
tricht that QMV can be used for 
“implementing measures" in the 
foreign policy field? 

Mr Portillo says Britain wiD not 
join a “single European army” 
under the Conservatives. Has be 
not read the interim report of the 
so-called Reflection Group pre- 
paring next year's Intergovern- 
mental Conference (IGC)? This 
readily accepts that “national sov- 
ereignty remains tte basic point of 

reference” in defence, where “con- 
sensus has to be the rule” Where 
is the threat from Brussels here? 

Mr Portillo says Britain could 
never “merge our defence co-op- 
eration into the EU” under the 
Conservatives. Perhaps not, but 
is it not this Government which 
has proposed that the Western 
European Union (WEU) should 
hold defence summits dove-tail- 
ing with those of the EU? And 
was it not Mr Major who agreed 
at Maastricht that the WEU 


Baroness who 
inspired Nobel 

From Dr Peter van den Dungen 
Sin In his article on the Nobel 
prizes, Paul \WJehr (10 October) 
writes that Nobel acquired his 
paafisn from an Austrian baron- 
ess friend “who was also a novel- 
ist manqud”. 

This is an unworthy put-down of 
one of the most remarkable and 
high-minded women of the pre- 
1914 world. Bertha von Suttner, 
the author of many novels (often 
of social criticism), was extremely 
well-known in the German- 
speaJdng world and had become 
Austria's most popular woman 
writer and journalist by the tnm of 
the century. 

Lay down your arms! 
(1889) was translated into 27 


should develop “as the defence 
component of the EU”? 

At Blackpool, Mr Portillo and 
others reportedly denounced con- 
cepts suai as “ever-doser union” 
and continued European “inte- 
gration”. The first commitment is 
set down in the opening lines of 

ihftRnme mri Maast richt tpMfat 
The second concept was endorsed 
by the Government as recently as 
last month, when David Davis, 
Foreign Office Minister for 
Europe, was among those to 

“ imanimniirf y em p hasise the need 
to continue and strengthen Euro- 
pean integration”, as reported in 
the IGC Reflection Group's 
interim report. 

The virtual reality politics of 
Mr Portillo has no place for these 
facts. Just as he systematically ac- 
cuses opponents in other parties 
of policies they do not support, so 
he forces pro-Europeans within 
the Conservative Pasty to con- 
clude that his real agenda is, 
through wilful misrepresentation, 
to make Britain’s continued mem- 
bership of the EU unworkable. 
Yours faithfully, 

Anthony Teasdale 
London, SW3 
11 October 

From Mr Simon Berger 
Sin I beg to disagree with your 
editorial criticism of Michael 
Portillo’s speech (“Michael Por- 


tillo's shabby patriotism”, 11 
October). Although I am not a 
fen of die man or his right-wing 
views, there is merit in the view 
that we must rot compromise the 
UK's independence to act as it 
sees fit in overseas matters, whe- 
ther in cooperation with Europe, 
the United States or others. 

' I share Mr Portillo’s view that 
closer integration of our foreign 
and defence policies into the 
European Union will only result 
in more vacillation and shameful 
compromise, not less. 

We must be at liberty to pur- 
sue our awn national spirit and 
moral identity, which may not 
coincide with those of our Euro- 
pean partners. I an?- sceptical 
that an integrated EU policy in 
Bosnia would have produced bet- 
ter results than those limited 
prospects we see today. 

Yours sincerely, 

Simon Berger ' 

London, N2 

From Mr David Rickard ■ 

Sir May I say that I have the 
greatest respect for theSAS, and 
I resent its name being used for 
cheap political gains. In Michael 
Portillo's case, those letters spell 
out one dear message: S2ty At 
[thej Seaside. 

Youis sincerely, 

David Rickard 
RkxalL North Yorkshire 


From Mr Neil Colder 
Sir: Around the world, the 
three letters SAS are immedi- 
ately recognised as the acro- 
nym for Scandinavian Airlines 
and not, as Michael Portillo 
clearly assumes, our Special 
Air Service. Non-Brits must 
be wondering why a most con- 
genial airline should “send a 
dull down the spine of the 
enemy^ WhiiA eocmy, tty the 
way? . r l 
Yours faithful ; 

Neil Older 
Eoorans, Ain 
France 

11 October - . 

FromMrPeterl 

Sir Who newt dares to put clear 
blue water between the Conser- 
vative Party and the National 
Ftout? 

Youis faithfully, 

Peter Ned, 

Waking, 

Surrey 
11 October 

From Mr Peter Caivoconssi 
Sir I remember speeches like Mr 
Portillo’s and their rapturous 
reception in the Thirties. But 
not in Britain. 

Yours faithfully, 

Peter Calvocoressi 
Bath . .. 

11 October 


Democracy 
and Saudi law 


languages and made her famous 
world-wide. Tolstoy complim- 
ented her for having written “tbe 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin of the peace 
movement”. While not abolishing 
war, her novel invigorated and 
inspired the international peace 
movement in the quarter-century 
before August 1914. 

It has been claimed with con- 
siderable justification that hers 
was one of the most influential 
novels of the 19th century. It also 
started Nobel on the course that 
resulted in his establishment of 
the Peace Prize (of which von 
Suttner became the first woman 
recipient). 

Youis faithfully, 

Peter van den Dungen . : 
Department of Peace Studies •• 1 
University of Bradford 
Bradford 
11 October 


Good neighbour I Two-parent policy 


From Dr John Orbed 
Sin As Professor Burchell’s next- 
door neighbour, I am aghast at 
Karel Schuck’s slur upon me 
(Letters, 11 October ). 

1 was unable to remove tbe 
offending British Iblecom direc- 
tory because I, too, was away at 
the rime. Only my cleaning 
lady’s availability to take in the 
directory saved me from a sim- 
ilar fate. 

On noticing the directory on 
my return, I went immediately to 
remove it from ray neighbour’s 
doorstep only to find that the bur- 
glar had already defeated my 
good intention. So I called the 
police, made a statement, gave 
the police constable a cup of tea, 

; arranged the boarding-up, con- 
tacted my neighbour and later 
helped him to drown his sorrows | 
by sharing with him a bottle of 
extraordinarily good wine (which 
he provided). 

What more should I have 
done? 

Yours faithfully 
John Orbell 
London, Nl 
11 October 


Fttxm Mr Tony Christopher 
Sir. In her comments on Frank 
Field’s suggestion that the kme 
parent premium should become 
an extra benefit for couples, Folly 
Toynbee (“Why single mothers 
baffle Mr Lflley”, ll October) 
asks: “Is any man really so much 
better than none?” 

The evidence points to the 
answer “yes - probably". Re- 
search studies are showing that 
boys, in particular, are more 
likely to grow up troubled and 
troublesome lacking the pres- 
ence and constructive influence 
of an adult male. 

Any new policies made only 
with an eye to cash cost and pay- 
ing no regard to knowledge of 
likely outcomes are at risk not only 
of wasting that cash but of creat- 
ing fresh problems and new spend- 
ing demands. It snot necessary to 
agree with all of Mr Field's ideas 
to appredate that he is seeking not 
to make the mistake. 

Yours faithfully, 

Tony Christopher 

Chairman 

TU Fund Managers 
London, WC1 


False fears over 
the national debt 

From MrM. C. Kennedy 
Sir It is about time we had a truly 
independent view of the public 
finances. Gavyn Davies (“A 
mountain of reasons to reduoe 
the public debt”, 9 October) likes 
to keep up with the latest acade- 
mic papers - Ricardian equiva- 
lence and all that! But these, 
unfortunately, can spell disaster 
for the policy-maker who takes 
them seriously. 

The interest-raising effects of 
public deficits can, are, and 
almost always have been cor- 
rected by accommodating moo- 
etary policy. The small rise in real 
interest rates since the 1960s is 
Dot due to higher public debt,- but 
to tighter monetary policy in 
reaction to the inflation of the 
1970s. hBce as it would be to have 
no national debt at aU, the con- 
sequences of reducing it — 
whether to enhance a politician's 
reputation or to meet the Maas- 
tricht guidelines - are bound to 
deflate national income and 
employment 

Women artists, 
male critics 

From Mr Rupert Lee - 
Sin In answer to Clive Exton 
(letter, 30 September), it is worth 
pointing ont that among the 
ranks of our recognised top artists 
women are very much in. the 
minority, so it may not be sur- 
prising that none of the Indepen- 
dents “40 women under 40” is an 
artist 

A reason. for this lackof female . 
artists is suggested ~by Gloria 
Moss's article “One man’s neat 
design is a woman's tnm-off” (7. 
August). Apparently, men and 
women have subtly different aes- 
thetic tastes, and tout uncon- 
sciously to preferworks of art by 
me m ber s of their own sex. 

If this is true, it explains why 
the higher echelons of the. art 


If this is done globally, as Mr 
Davies seems to desire, the 
result could be a world recession 
(and also less inflation). If this 
is what we want, then say so. But 
let us not pretend that fiscal rec- 
titude is itself a goal of economic 
policy. 

The national debt is very 
largely owed to ourselves, and its 
mam consequence- is a transfer 
problem -an interest payment by 
taxpayers to the holders of gov- 
ernment securities. With present 
levels of debt and deficits there 
is not the least danger of this get- 
ting out of hand. 

The real goals are -price sta- 
bility and employment, and tbe 
politicians should focus on these. 
As for Mr Davies’s pleas for a 
worldwide fell in interest rates 
(alias capital gains on gilts ) this 
might be welcomed by the C5ty of 
London, bat would be unlikely to 
undo the 01 effects of his pro- 
posed fiscal tightening. . 

Yours faithfully, 

ML C. Kennedy 
School of Economic Studies 
University of Manchester 
Manchester 
11 October 


world remain in the hands of a 
self-perpetuating male clique. 
The “arbiters of taste" - ait crit- 
ics, ait gallery proprietors and 
dealers - are predominantly 
male, so without being in any way 
consciously sexist they tend to 
prefer and promote the works of 
male artists. As a result, the most 
famous works of fine art attract 
mainly male admirers, so the 

next generation of art critics, etc, 

are again male ... 

Only the occasional Dame 
Barbara Hepworth manage to 
challenge toe hegemony. The 
innumerabfe Dora Carringtons of 
this world, , lacking any serious 
encouragement, are fated to 
remain a few rungs further down 
the ladder. 

Yours faithfully, 

Rupert Lee 
London, SW14 
2 October 


From Sir James Craig 
Sir. I was abroad when you pub- 
lished Robert Fisk's article about 
the beheadings in Saudi Arabia 
(“Secret Saudi executions shame 
the West", 9 October). So I 
hope you will allow this belated 
comment. 

I am deeply opposed to capi- 
tal punishment, and even more 
opposed to public beheading 
Skit what does the word “secret" 
mean in your headline and. in Mr 
Fisk’s phrase “the majority ofthc 
executions were kept secret from 
all but spectators"? Nothing 
could be less secret than that, 

Tbe Saudis have a legal System 
which, as criminals know, pre- 
scribes execution for certain 
offences. The system would not 
change if Saudi Arabia had the 
democracy that Mr Fisk advocates. 
It is what the people want It would 
be our system too if (heaven for- 
bid) public opinion had its way. 
Youis faithfully, 

James Craig 
London, SW1 
12 October 

The writer was Ambassa do r to 
Saudi Arabia (1979-84). 

From Mr Stephen Jakobi 
Sir I have read the articles by 
Robert Fisk [about judicial pun- 
ishments in the Gulf states] with 
honor but some of the corre- 
spondence that has followed (Let- 
ters, 11 October) appears to me 
to be at variance with tbe facts. 

Gavin Sherrard Smith was 
flogged in secret by relays of 
police officers on 3 May 1994. 
Buried in the transcript of the 
Qatar court that ordered his flog- 
ging is the following curious judi- 
cial comment 

reprimand offences under reli- 
gious jurisprudence are not 
required to be proven in the 
same way as the crimes that 
require the imposition of penal- 
ties and reprisals. 

Religious courts in Qatar and, 
one suspects, elsewhere in the 
Moslem world, are therefore not 
required to conform to the 
requirements of the state crimi- 
nal law. 

The last religious courts in 
Europe that hadpower to order 
imprisonment and beatings with- 
out regard to state laws was the 
Spanish inquisition over 150 
years ago. The learned argu- 
ments on Shia law are surely 
beside the point in circumstances 
such as these. 

Yours faithfully, 

Stephen Jakdbj 
Fair Trials Abroad Trust 
Richmond, Surrey 
11 October 

Firm Professor J. R. Pole 
Sin Tbe Ambassador of Saudi 
Arabia (Another View, 10 Octo- 
ber) and other members of the 
Muslim religion who have 
expressed their satisfaction at Uv- 
n«under its laws, are all members 

of the male sex It is, unfortunately, 
a little late to ask whether the 
decapitated female victims of 
these lasre shared the ir satisfaction. 
Yours faithfully, 

J- R. Pole 
Oxford 

U October | 

Letters should be addressed to 
Letters to the Eddm; The 
k^kpendeat, 1 Canada Square, 
Canai y Wharf. London £14 5DL 
and include a daytime telephone 
nuuihen (Fas 0171-293 2056; e- 
"“fc lettcrs@indcpcndeaLco.uk) 
letters may be edited for length. 
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Replying dutifully to letters is not worthwhile, especially where campaigners are concerned 


Z\ uawcnng mau nas always seemed 
-TVto me a sacred duly and, 
although I have not always managed 
it, I have spent many thousands of 
JKj P ? un P‘ struggling lo cope 

S-5. ^ missives, flattering, 

frightening, foolish or friendly Now 
the worm is on the turn. I am steel- 
ing myself to bin without mercy, 
because answering letters is a courtesy 
too far in a world without scruple. A 
case in point is my correspondence 
with the Dying Rooms Trust. 


If, as I did, you lingered abed long 
enough to catch the last hour of 
GMTV on Wednesday, you will have 


seen a handsome young En g li s h cou- 
ple with a bonny Chinese baby gb± 
They told herw they had been so 
moved by The Dying Rooms docu- 
mentary shown on Channel 4 in June 

that they had given up their place high 

on the list for adoption of an English- 
born child and shelled out £10,000 on 
a trip to China. They seemed not in 
the least cross that when they got 
there they didn’t have the thrill of res- 
cuing an infant from the brink of 
death but collected a well-car ed-for 
child from a well-run institution. Of 
all the overseas adoption stories 1 
have ever heard, this one was star- 
tlingly light on official obstructionism, 
deliberate stalling and delay and 
attempts at extortion. And never a 
mention of the Dying Rooms Trust. 

The Dying Rooms Trust was set up 
in the immediate aftermath of the 
emotional shock caused to this ca ring 
nation by the documentary. Its stated 
aim was to ‘Tackle the greatest ongo- 
ing tragedy the world has ever seen, 
namely the institutionalised cruelty 
and even murder of around 1 million 


“handoned children a year in China”. 
According to its publicity, “the mor- 
tality rate in China's filthy, over- 
crowded orphanages is a bomfymg 79 
per cent.” dearly the young 
couple went to a different riMna ^ 
too, have been to a different China. A 
trustee of the Dying Rooms Dust 
wrote to me in August asking for my 
support in raising funds (how else?) 
and informing me triump hant ly th «t 
the trust was to be the beneficiary of 
the autumn appeal in the new series 
ot Anne and Nick. 

One of the most baffling attributes 
of the English is their tendency to 
believe that they would make far bet- 
ter parents of other people’s offspring 
than they do of their own. Charity 
after charity begs us to save the chil- 
dren. (And this Ho a country where 
fathers spend less than five minings 
a week in dose contact with their chil- 
dren.) I greatly distrust our interest 
in other people’s progeny and I dis- 
trust it even more in the context of 
the criminalisation of a quarter of the 
world’s population. In China gaily 
dressed children are to be seen every- 
where, perched on the handlebars of 
their fathers’ bikes, snoozing on their 
mothers’ backs, being held over the 
gutter to pee, always m dose contact 
and communication with adults. The 
Chinese don’t dub children adorable 
and then ignore them; they actually 
enjoy their company. Tb swap a child- 
centred culture for one that prefers 
the company of dogs seems to me no 
bargain. So 1 thought hard about the 
trust's letter for two weeks and 
answered it at length. I argued that, 
if you really believe that the situation 
portrayed in the documentary pre- 
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GERMAINE GRFER 


All those demands for 
my favourite recipe, 
poem, book - into my 
big new shiny black bin 


vails all over C hina and is the result 
of official policy, the solution is not 
to export a handful of children to sox 
alien culture but to put pressure on 
the Chines* government, lb exploit 
such a lamentable situation as a way 
of completing British families strikes 

me as wrong nxra every point of view. 

Itwould be extraordinary if serious 
ipMWpmriM in child-care institutions 
could not be found within a peasant 
nation of a billion people. It would be 
equally extraordinary if the Chinese 
authorities had been delighted that 
foreigners had found them. What re- 
sponse could Chinese television pro- 
ducers expect to a request for per- 
mission to make a documentary on 
child abu$e in English institutions? 
Would the Chinese have reason to 
argue that such abuse is insti tution- 
alised and condoned and universal? It - 
certainty takes us a helluva long time 
to get around to doing it 


The orphanages full of girl chil- 
dren are the result of the wide- 
spread implementation in China of 
the draconian one-child policy, which 
has only now begun to be condemned 
and that palely, because we want 
fewer Chinese even more passion- 
atety than the Chinese do. In 1984 1 
wrote in a largely misunderstood 
book called Sex and Destiny that 
“We do not wish to hear that Chinese 
policy is brutal because we need to 
feel secure in the certainty that we do 
not need to oppose it Our support 
of drastic policies soils us by associ- 
ation and coarsens our understand- 
ing of what is meant by democracy.” 
It B too late now to suggest that we 
could remedy the situation by adopt- 
ing a -few hundred unwanted girl 
babies. The Chinese have proved mat 
they can perform miracles; the work 
of eradicating the historic preference 
for boy children will be done by the 
Chinese, if it is done at all. 

Q early, 1 shouldn't have both- 
ered to explain my misgivings about 
the Dying Rooms Thist in a letter to 
Diana Holmes. My reward for this 
courtesy was to be pilloried as a 
“maverick” in an inexcusably sensa- 
tionalist double-page spread in the 
London Evening Standard, featuring 
an appalling picture of a naked, 
emaciated child at the point of death. 
It as most of those approached by 
the trust probably did, I had binned 
the original letter and held my peace, 
I'd have saved time, energy, money 
and wear and tear upon the soul. 

The tendency to exploit private 
correspondence for newspaper cov- 
erage is not limited to the harder 
edge of fund-raising. The average 


What is this conference madness that turns intelligent people into frothing cartoon characters? 

No more seaside slapstick 



ANDREW MARR 

Columnist of the Year 


T hen: is poison indie air, SQjne kind 
of intellectual pollution. Subtle 
British people are behaving tike 
morons. I had been going to write a 
nice conventional piece about Michael 
Howard, or immigration, or some- 
thing. But after three weeks of politi- 
cal conferences, their effect on the men 
and women I know is too disorientat- 
ing, just too interesting, to be avoided. 

The scene is a party, or a hotel 
room or a government office. In it, a 
clever, self-aware mao is talking about 
the world, juggling pluses and 
minuses, arguing about the public 
good. This man is -well, Michael For- 
tfllo actually. Or Michael Howard. Or 
Peter JJUey. Or Michael Heseltine. Or 
almost any of them. Good conver- 
sations, real dilemmas. 

Then they get up at a conference 
podium and become barely recognis- 
able caricatures of themselves. Por- 
tillo is so offensive about Europe and 
the SAS that the Foreign Office has 
to placate continental governments 
and other ministers pretend not to 
have heard his speecn so as to avoid 
saying anything about it His reputa- 
tion in Whitehall is rising; he has 
admirers across the political spec- 
trum. But once a year he gets up at 
the conference and does his best to 
destroy it. 

He is the most striking recent exam- 
ple, but they are all touched by the 
same disease. Far 51 weeks ayear,Iil- 
ley is a considerable thinker on social 
security issues, (Bipartisan and thought- 
ful. But take him to the seaside in Octo- 
ber and he descends to gimmickry and 
jeers. Michael Howard works like a 
demon to disguise any hint of open- 
mindedness. Home Office po Iky is dri- 
ven, it seems, by an insatiable appetite 
for tabloid-headline answers to tbinjp 
we all know are not so easy. The needs 
of conference come first, and lead to 
proposals attacked fcy the Lord Chi e f 
Justice as unjust. 

Lord Chief Justices can be wrong. 
But crime has plagued us during the 
Conservative years. Home secretaries 
have told Tbiy conferences, year after 
year, that they have found the answer, 
and have faded, year after year, to 
deliver ft. Neither the liberals nor the 
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Showtime: take them to toe seaside in October and they descend into gimmickry and jeers 


authoritarians have been convincing. 
You mig ht have thought there would 
be some reflection of this history, even 
an explanation about why Howard 
rejected the separatian-of-powure argu- 
ment? Not a bft of iL This was written 
for instant applause, not for analysis. 

As conference speeches are judged, 
Michael Heseltine’s, like Michael 
Howard's, was undoubtedly a tri- 
umph. What do we mean by this? 
Again, not that he made us think, but 
that he succeeded in collapsing this 
subtle, fascinating country of ours into 
a Day-Glo cartoon for half an hour. 
He jumped about, stabbed die air, bel- 
lowed headlines, fired cheap shots 
into the nation’s living rooms. Yes, 
vezy good. A“triurnpb”, »o doubt He 
said true things. But I cannot have 
been alone in finding the spectacle of 
a m an of his age and intelligence 
doing pantomime a tittle demeaning. 

AJU these people come to Black- 
pool, it seems, bent on persuading 
the country that they are worse, 
cruder, sillier than they realty are. 
Why, please? Who is meant to bene- 
fit from this? 

Each day here we have walked 
through streets filled with poor peo- 
ple on holiday, people dresredbadfy, 
short of money and ffl-look ni g, sea r ch- 
ing glumly for fun. Then, once made 
the conference capsule, we have heard 

snn^Tlandaf rich and self-confident 


people, a place without shadows. The 
effect is surreal and it does not do the 
Tory cause much good. 

Perhaps these blank simplicities 
are needed as an annual reward lo the 
party faithful for cold nights hobbling 
along suburban avenues with leaflets? 
Once in the hall, the representatives 
also speak in stark headlines. Moist- 
faced young men and grinning old 
ladies wildly applaud stale jokes 
against Labour. But one only needs 
to talk to them at fringe meetings, or 
in bars or restaurants, quickly to 
realise that they, too, are far subtler 
and more interesting than they appear 
when addressing the conference. 

T alk about economics or the con- 
stitution, social security or the 
family, and they seem formidably 
informed, open-minded people. Often 
they are involved in local politics, or 
charities, or struggling businesses. 
We in the liberal press tend to sneer 
about them and patronise them; but 
they know more about the world 
than mod journalists do - this one 
included. 

These may seem points against the 
Conservatives but they apply to the 
other parties, too. There have been 
numerous clever jokes, weD made 
rhetorical patterns and good news 
dips over the past three weeks from 
Labour, the liberal Democrats and 
the SNP. But 1 do not think 1 have 


heard a single speech that really 
attempted to engage in a difficult, 
complicated debate, argue aloud and 
send the audience away thinking 
harder than when they came in. 

Colleagues, who have been coming 
to party conferences for longer than 
the decade I have, say that in the 
Fifties and Sixties leading politicians 
felt it part of their duty to educate 
conferences. If so, it has been for- 
gotten. Conferences now seem to 
diminish almost anyone who comes 
into contact with them. 

They perform other functions. They 

S t politicians on to the news, though 
e deluge of announcements and 
speechifying means most of what 
happens is not seen by the voters. 
Tney give the press a chance to judge 
the direction and morale of the par- 
ties; to find that the 1995 conference 
season has been excellent for Labour 
and less good, though not disastrous, 
for the Tbries, is worth knowing. They 
kick-start the political year, help settle 
strategies, bind the party together, 
allow contacts to be made and friend- 
ships to be renewed. 

They force ministers and shadow 
ministers to meet and talk to the hum- 
bler people who work for them in the 
country. They enable ambitious, 
young, unknown people to grab the 
national spotlight They have glorious 
moments of real drama. They are sur- 
rounded by amiable dinners and jolty 


parties. For all those reasons, it would 
be ridiculous to be against party con- 
ferences as such. 

This is, rather, a bleat from the 
sidelines, a plea for politicians to 
rethink their attitude to these awful 
seaside weeks. The rhetorical tricks 
and phoney gimmicks of what are 
regarded as “good" conference 
speeches seem increasingly stale. They 
convey an impression of ministers and 
shadow ministers who are ignorant of 
their people, who feel that unless they 
keep it cheap and simple they will not 
be heard. It is not true. There is a 
hunger for seriousness. 

Who will deliver it? Well, there is 
one politician who has already made 
a refreshing un -speech, pleading for 
grown-up politics and sounding in 
public just like his private self. 

He said a year ago be wanted “no 
windy rhetoric, no facile phrases, no 
pious clicb£s, no shallow simplific- 
ation, no mock-honest, mnck- famiHar , 
ad-man’s speak” and he derided "the 
glib phrases, the soundbites, the rit- 
ual conflicts” which obsess the polit- 
ical elite but bore normal people mil- 
ling about elsewhere. That was John 
Major, speaking in Bournemouth last 
year. But in Blackpool, this year, we 
have had little else. He, too, has had 
to sit and grin through a sea of rub- 
bish. When he performs today, I 
think we should judge him by his own 
good words. 


Generation Why 


HUH, TifTBACH 
•fp kick NS OU'T "Of 
5 TJFiJ> _ / 

si ’ <v* t/s Tulrtftf AR& 

all ’ M : i 


GOlNtV TO HACK ii*ITq 
th&r Aimicvc - i'll Give 

:JohN •ftUO^PT' MASOA. A 

5PFECH "TO £€ri£M&eR«*- 



...cl eAA Blubuat£r,la*i6S Am> Garten e/J, 
OH VeS...*frt ICKLlA/d- 3 >Ou/a 1 -Tk£ PAN OfTHC 
NA*iiM. ONSft/ArtOrt CLGAtJ RoUhlh TUB 
A'iblLETFoft gtfEiW C YitLPJ nolJ WAS# You* 
bANJtf ... *TA jC -1H€ Poor! sail Anyone NOT 
WEARING A SO »T/ ? hoti'T -TRUST 

/ VoTfi foR n£j /’« A 'TCaPoT. Wl Me* i 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 


Brilliant/ h€s ) « eo^yj 

e>M fort i ToJAY/ J CM***-'/ 

OVAr e.' 




comment 

Thatcher: the 
final challenge 


puitter has realised that a letter 
from a celebrity is money in the 
bank. A few weeks ago 1 bad a let- 
ter from a disabled man who had 
written a novel, which he wanted me 
to help him to get published. I read 
the terrible stun he sent, and 
. answered him at once in the person 
of my assistant: “Dr Greer has asked 
me to return your print-out with her 
apologies. Any endorsement that 
Dr Greer would offer would have to 
imply that she considers your work 
to be of outstanding quality. She is 
sorry to have to say that in her hon- 
est opinion this is not the case. This 
is not fcy any means to say that it is 
unpublishable.” 

Even publishers don’t return unso- 
licited manuscripts. From now on, I 
won’t either. Then 1 won’t get the let- 
ter telling me that the man is dead, 
and my “harsh and unkind words" 
the last letter he got and destined to 
be. with “all reactions from the 100 
famous people be approached for 
help, published in the newspapers”. 

That settles iL Bin, bin, bin. All 
those demands for funds to put 
deserving people through drama, 
law or art school, bin- All those 
befuddled requests to explain what 
fuck-me shoes are, bin. All those 20- 
page band-written screeds explain- 
ing the meaning of life, fan. All those 
reproaches for things 1 didn't say, 
bin. glorious bin. All those demands 
for my favourite poem, recipe, book, 
colour, into my big new shiny black 
garbage bin. No more filin g and 
cross-referencing. I will save ofay the 
stamps for the hospital. No more 
queuing in the spectacularly ineffi- 
cient post office. Calloo callay! 


Tfs Margaret Thatcher's biith- 
Xday today. The best birthday 
present anyone could give her 
would be the leadership of the 
loiy party. She always wanted 
to lie stiU leading the Tbiy party 
at the age of 70. In fact, she had 
already written the speech she 
would deliver to celebrate the 
occasion. Here i( is, copied 
from her actual notes, as they 
are to be found on show in the 
Margaret Thatcher Foundation 
Travelling Exhibition: 

Man says: “Pray silence for 
Margaret Thatcher!" I stand up. 
I quell the conference hall with 
a glance. I say: “My Lords, 
ladies and gentlemen ...” 

There is a gigantic ovation. I 
let it run for a minute or two 
then quell it with another 
glance. I glance al my notes, and 
then ostentatiously throw them 
away. I speak as follows, from 
another set of notes which have 
already been left on the lectern 
for this very purpose ... 

“My Lords, ladies and gen- 
tlemen, I have now been leader 
of this groat party for 20 years, 
and more. During that time we 
have seen it grow from an oppo- 
sition party to a party in power, 
of power and with power!” Wait 
for round of applause here, 
even though the mellifluous 
phrase means nothing. Sheep, 
the lot of them. 

“During that time 1 have 
built the party into a monument 
to solidarity, loyalty and cohe- 
sion. Whatever we have wanted 
to do we have done. People said 
we could not regain the Falk- 
land Islands. We did itl People 
said we could never tame the 
trade unions. Wc succeeded! 
They said we cofad never intro- 
duce a national lottery. They 
backed the wrong horse!” 

Cheers and laughter here. If 
enough, maybe venture a joke 
along the lines at “They said we 
could never do without Norman 
Tebbft. Norman who?" More 
cheers and laughter. 

“During the time I have been 
at the helm of this great party 
of ours I have been accused of 
being anti-European. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. 
Why, single-handedly I have 
often had to keep the Mark 
afloat by myself ...” 

Puzzled silence here. 

“I refer of course to my son, 
Mark.” Chorus of delighted 
laughter. 

“But there comes a time 
when even the most dedicated 
leader has to ask herself 
whether she has not fulfilled her 
task. After 20 yeans at the top, 
are there any challenges left? 
Wauld I not be happier tfl sim- 
ply left Westminster for a life of 
bucolic happiness?” 

Horrified silence here. NB. 
Must look up meaning of 
bucolic. 

“The straight answer to that 
is - No! I would be miserable! 
I need more challenges, not 
fewer! Ask any leader of a 


grand enterprise bow he feels 
when he has got that enterprise 
up and r unning,, when he has 
ironed out the bumps and risks, 
when he is sailing at 70mph 
down the motorway of life. I will 
tell you how he feels. Bored!” 
Uneasy silence. 

“Therefore it is at this time 
that the leader takes up another 
challenge. He looks round for 
some other organisation that 
needs his or her input He looks 
for some other body that is wait- 
ing fora Jock-start so that he can 
start once again to fulfil his des- 
tiny as a leader.” 

You could hear a pin drop. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, I 
have been looking round for 
such a challenge. I believe I 
have found it” 

Slight pause to allow TV 
cameras to zoom in and refocus. 

“Now, if I were ever to leave 
the Tbiy party, I know two 
things would happen. The first 
would be a spontaneous out- 
break of grief conveying the 
message that 1 could never be 



MILES KINGTON 


replaced. The second would be 
a stampede of Tbiy MPs 
attempting to replace me.” 

Laughter. 

“But it is Hue! The Tory party 
is stuffed foil of people who 
think they will be or still can be 
the leader. We have nothing but 
potential leaders in our party. 
The only reason a Tory MP ever 
resigns is because he has finally 
realised be will never be PM. if 
I were to leave, you would not 
be short of people who woe bet- 
ter qualified than me. 

“It is different in the Labour 
Party. The Labour Party dis- 
trusts leaders. It has always dis- 
trusted leaders, whether its own 
leaders or the leaders in the 
Guardian newspaper.” Pause 
here to let joke sink in. 

“In fact, the Labour Party 
would rather attack its own 
leader than the Tbry leader. And 
gjren the calibre ofLabour lead- 
ers in our lifetime, I am not sur- 
prised. And yet ... and yet ...” 

An ominous silence. 

“It is often said that Labour 
needs an experienced leader. It 
is very often said that Labour 
will win the next election. This 
is a very great challenge for 
Labour. It is also a very great 
challenge for me. Because I 
have come before you today to 
inform you that I intend to 
leave the Conservatives and 
join the Labour Party!" 

Hubbub, uproar and sensa- 
tion. See daily press for further 
developments. 
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Artur 

Barbosa 


Artur Barbosa will be best re- 
membered for the work that he 


least enjoyed doing - his cover 
ions for the books of 


illustrations 
Georgette Heyer, which he pro- 
duced for 17 years, and those for 
George MacDonald Fraser's 
FI ashman novels from 1969 to 
1994. There is a quality in these 
illustrations that sets them apart 
from the run of the mill and 
gives a distinction to the books 
they so ably helped to market. 
But Barbosa was an artist of 
many parts who would have suc- 
ceeded even if bis wish as a 
young man - that he might nev- 
er have to draw or paint again 
- had been granted. 

Barbosa, as he liked to be 
called (he loathed modem 
trends towards familiarity), 
lived a life full of paradox. He 
was born in Liverpool, the son 
of a Portuguese vice-consul and 
a half- French mother. Though 
proud of his distinguished Por- 
tuguese ancestry, he was to 
those who knew him the quin- 
tessence of the English gentle- 
man, and his first name was 
always anglicised to Arthur. 
During his schooldays at St 
Edward's, Oxford, and later, 
studying at Liverpool School of 
Art, Heatherley’s and the Cen- 
tral School of Art, he impressed 
his teachers as the pupil most 
likely to exceL In fact it was his 
school contemporaries Lau- 
rence Olivier, Rex Harrison 
and Douglas Bader, at the time 
showing few signs of greatness, 
who were to become household 


names. 

While still a student, Barbosa 
first successfully exhibited his 
work in London as a founder 
member of the Pandemonium 
Group. Other members were 
Nicolas Bentley, Eliot Hodgkin 
and Victor Reinganum. At the 



Barbosa: a character straight 
oat of Anthony Poweil 


same time he was illustrating for 
Everybody's Weekly and the 
Radio Times and producing his 
earliest book covers for 
several London publishers. 

Rom 1930, his natural un- 
derstanding of costume and an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of its 
history steered him towards 
designing for theatre. That year 
he designed for three concur- 
rent West End productions and 
daring the next few years 
worked with some of the great 
names of intimate revue - An- 
did Chariot, Kenneth Duffield 
and Cecil Landau, ft is proba- 
ble that this was the work he 
most enjoyed, but his drawings 
were so ideally suited to the el- 
egance of the 1930s that during 
the same period he illustrated 
for Vogue, Harper’s Bdmar, the 
Sketch, the Bystander, Night 
and Day and the Queen (some 
of the best examples of a gold- 
en age of magazine design) as 
well as the leading advertising 
agencies and publishers. 

After the Second World War, 
which he spent at the Ministry 
of Information (in the Por- 
tuguese section), he returned to 
illustrating, producing fashion 
drawings for Moss Bros and 
starting his long association 
and friendship with Georgette 
Heyer. The very “Englishness” 
of Barbosa’s work then became 
in demand in the United States 
and for 10 years he worked al- 
most exclusively for American 
publishers. 

The 1960s brought a major 
change to Barbosa’s career; 
through his friendship with Rex 
Harrison he became involved in 
interior decoration. He had al- 
ways taken great pride in the 
work he had done in 1928 in the 
interior of St Andrew’s Church, 
West Kiiby, where he had de- 
signed the organ case, pew 
fronts and six-foot candlesticks. 
Nearly 40 years later, in 1966, 
he designed interiors for Har- 
rison’s bouse in Portofino, Italy, 
and a year later embarked on 
his most difficult and substan- 
tial task when he undertook the 
total refurbishment of Elizabeth 
Taylor’s yacht, th eKaBzma. He 
turned down the role he was of- 
fered in the Thylor/Borton film 
of the moment 
Barbosa worked at his draw- 
ing board until a few months be- 
fore his death, 'Mien he began 
to be troubled by poor eyesight 
Portraits of the Duke of Well- 
ington and Edward Elgar for 



Professor Charles Foster 


Charles Foster made an ’ im- 
portant contribution to the fun- : 
damentai iinrtffr<tflnrifng frfrhi». 

cefl biology of that vay complex 
organ, the pituitary gland, 
whose secretions are involved in 
the control of many vital body 
fbnctianssuch as Jactation, ovu- . 
lation, growth, thyroid and 
fi d iwiw L .. •. 

Foster was a true scholar.a 
scientist who worked among 
medical academics in fields 
which ranged from eariy work 
in classical botany and moved 
tblOUgh mamnwHan rej ] biolo- 
gy to molecular cdQi biology. He 
was also a rejected teacher, re- 
membered with gratitude and 


wasa ««a— ' - — — 
the Society for Endocrinology. 
He published many papers on 
the pituitary in Nature, the 
Journal of Endocrinology and 
Quarterly, journal of Microscop- 
ical Science , and was awarded 
■ a London University doctorate 
ofsrience for this work. These 
were stodrei investigating, for 
ocampTe, the changes in the pi- 
tuitary cells associated with 
events in reproduction -coitus, 


, and lactation fin the 
- to help wont out 


researchers. 

Gharies Ifostei seemed desr 
' tined for experimental science 
from an early age. As a child, 
as well as a chemistry set (pro- 
ducing hydrogen, which ex- 
ploded) his parents bought him 


which cells produced the con- 
trolling hormones that acted on 
the target glands, e-g. causing 
mammary glands to produce 
milk - ‘ 

In the 1970s he worked on 
Tkmxn Horsfall glycoprotein in 


The I3-year<ild Foster' 
ciliated by abates (protozoa 
with hair-Like lashes) which he 
had discovered for himself glid- 
ing in the flpweH»ase water. He. 
bought a Guide to Protozoa 
from the Natural History Mu- 
seum, read it at night and 
learned their names - Eup- 
totes , Loxodes, and so on. Ftom 
then cm he was determined to 
be a biologist interested in cells. 

He was educated at St 
Olave’s Grammar School then 
went to University College Lon- 
don, as a Marshall Scholar, to 
do a_BSc in Botany with TD. 
H3H and Professor Sir Edward 
Salisbury - a most stimulating 
department His MSc research 
was on “Sub-cellular Elements 


fill to Professor Rfciiard ( 
and Professor Charles Michel at 
St Mary’s, who enabled him to 
. continue research and publish- 
ing in the 1980s, even after he 

had retired from his post in the 
Medical SchooL 

Fbster regarded the teaching 
of “Veal 0 ceh biology as his ma- 
jor achievement particularly 
the iotercateted BSc units he ini- 
tiated at St Mary’s which pro- 
duced successful science-based 
medical researchers. His stu- 
dents worked with live cells, 
such as tissue cultures aiXeno- 
pus (the dawed toad) and used 
phase contrast-dni and electron 


Charles Foster did not leave St 
Mary’s on bis retirement from 
(Tiiihr ofCeU Bjafogy m 1979 
but moved downstairs into the 
Department of Physiology and 
Biophysics, writes Charles 

Michel. . 

There he spent more than 10 
years continuing research in 
collaboration with Pauline 
Alexander and Hubert {frit- 
ton, first on attempting to dis- 
cover the cells in the kidney 
responsible for the secretion 
of Uunni Horsfall glycopro- 
tein, and later on atrial natri- 
uretic peptide, a hormone 
discovered by a Canadian re- 
search ui the early 1980s, 
which is released from cells in 
the heart and controls, among 
other rhin g fi , the volume of ‘he 

blood. . 

Foster’s real contributions 
during this period were more 
cultural and social. Both with- 
in the department and in the 
Medical School he befriended 




- -■■■ : - : • . 



Unpublished advertising poster by Barbosa for Renaidt, c!929. The artist himself is at the wheel 


British Sheny labels won him a 
Golden Gio design award in 
America and designs for wine 
and whisky labels followed. He 
saw a certain irony in the fact 
that he was replacing a lifetime 
of drinking alcohol with an ef- 
fort to help market h. 

Outside his work, Barbosa 
was a character who might have 
stepped straight from the pages 
of Anthony Powell's Dance to 
die Music of Time. He would 
have been a perfect guest at 
Lady Molly’s and utterly at 
home with a bottle and adoring 
female company in the early 
hours of the morning with 

Dicky Umfraville. 


In the mid-1930s, as a result 
of his obsessive interest in the 
royal families of Europe up to 
1914, he formed a court with his 
friends, and once a year, re- 
splendency dressed in uniforms 
designedly himself, a grand ball 
was held. Barbosa was the 
Grand Duke, Rex Harrison was 
his aide-de-camp and CecQ 
Beaton the coart photograph- 
er. There are some remarkable 
Beaton photographs of such oc- 
casions. A more lasting legacy 
of Barbosa’s obsession is a col- 
lection of original photographs 
of members of European and 
Russian royal families from 
1850 to 1914, which be pot to- 


gether over a period of 40 
years, probably the finest col- 
lection of its kind in existence. 

Barbosa was adored by 
women throughout his life. He 
named three times, but had no 
children. Despite a long-held 
belief that the ideal marriage 
was a contract for nine yean, he 
leaves a widow, Isobel, to whom 
he was inseparably married for 
34 years. 

YJxgfiPkm&t* 


Artur Ernesto Ttixdra de Vas- 
concdos Barbosa, painter, illus- 
trator and designer bom 
Lbmpool 6 March IMS; twice 
married; died 5 October 1995. 


known as “Witches’ butter”) 
and in 1938 he joined the 
Middlesex Medical School, 
working with Professor JJL 
Woodger, the eminent 
theoretical biologist 

During the Medical School’s 
wartime evacuation to Leeds, 
Foster began working on the pi- 
tuftaiy. He continued mam- 
malian work at the Middlesex 
and was much influenced by 
Woodger, who taught a strin- 
gent approach to problems and 
also took Foster to Study week- 
ends with Karl Popper and Pe- 
ter Medawar. 

With a PhD in animal cytol- 
ogy Foster moved to St Mazy’s 
Hospital Medical School in 
1947 to teach biology. Rather 
shy himself, he found it formi- 
dable to lunch with Sir Alexan- 
der Fleming, who was shy with 
.strangers and limited -his 
remarks to “yup” and “nope". 

Foster’s research was main- 
ly in endocrine Studies and he. 


hzsfodreniistiy (the chemistry t 
. tiring tissues). They visited oth- 
er research institutes and re- 
ceived a serious grounding in 
scientific method. 

He also brought his students 
scholarly attitudes to learning 
and life, which were introduced 
into practical dasses and long 
discussions after class - about 
mutual interests in music, po- 
etry, art, Italy, the origins of 
irteas and a rrym * nat ural hrefru 

ry such as the constant move- 
ment of the lblegraph Plant 
[Desmodzumgyraris). Students' 
interest in biology was aroused 
by his charisma, zest and warm 
enthusiasm. One former student 
said, “He gave us a grounding 
in integrity, so fundamental to 
medical education.” Another 
(now a Professor and FRS) ad- 
mitted he still had Foster’s oopy 
of John Donne’s poems on 
“long-tenn loan". 

Charles Foster’s achieve- 
ments show the necessity for 
sympathetic “interpre te rs” of 
science for the future develop- 
ment of medical research, but 
they are unlikely to travel such 
a long road, from rinjtsical 
botany to molecular cell 
biology techniques, as he did. 

AuaeMaddoclu 





Fosten interpreter* of setowe 


new research students, post- 
doctoral fellows and lecturers, 
winning their confidence, while 
encouraging them to take a 
broader view of science, 
philosophy and the arts. 

A quietly contented man. 
Foster was most fortunate in his 
second marriage in 1976 to his 
colleague Dr Anne Mad docks, 
who not only gave him support 
and affection but shared his ex- 
pertise for botanising, and his 
enthusiasms for music, painting 
and Italy. 



Charies Lewis Foster, cell biolo- 
gist and botanist : bom 2 Sep 
tember 1912; Demonstrator then 
Lecturer in Biology and Histol- 
ogy Middlesex Hospital Medical 
School 1938-47; Lecturer in Bi- 
ology St Mary’s Hospital Med- 
ical School 1947-48, Reader in 
Biology 1948-69, Professor of Ced 
Biology and Histology 1969- 79 
(Emeritus); monied 1949 Mar- 
garet Woodward {died 1973, two 
daughters); married 1976 Anne 
■Maddocks; died 27 September 
1995. 


Elizabeth Jane Lloyd 





Elizabeth Jane Lloyd found 
her way into the hearts of the 
British picture-buying public. It 
was perhaps her natural gen- 
erosity of 4>irit which made the 
images she painted so irre- 
sistible to her buyers. She will 
be remembered for still-life 
paintings, crammed with flow- 
ers and objects, rendered with 
a seductive facility and invest- 
ing everyday things with the 
richness and presence of 
cherished household goods. 

She was born in London in 
1928 into an artistic and suc- 
cessful family. Her mother was 
a painter, but the family was 
particularly strong in the realm 
of architecture: her grandfather 
was W. Curtis Green RA, who 
designed the Dorchester Hotel, 
and her father, a distinguished 
architect in his own right, prac- 
tised with Edwin Lutyens, her 
godfather. She went to school 


at Queen Anne’s, Cavers ham, 
and attended Chelsea School of 
Art from 1946 to 1949 in those 
early post-war years charac- 
terised by a spirit of common 
purpose and enthusiasm. 1b 
get a space in the Monday life- 
dass you bad to set up your 
easel on Sunday. She studied 


under Robert Medley, Henry 


Moore and Ceri Richards. Fe 
low students were Elisabeth 
Frink, John Beiger, Anthony 
Rossi ter and Jeff Ho are - 
whom she married in 1952. 

She went on to the Royal Col- 
lege of Art (from 1949 to 1952) 
studying under Card Weight 
and Ruskin Spear and speoal- 
ising in mural design. While 
still a student, she undertook 
three major mural commis- 
sions si the Chelsea Pensioners’ 
Rest Hall, the Tbte Investors’ 


Union, depicting a history of 
agriculture. 

In 1953 her first solo exhibi- 
tion took place at the recently 
bulk Royal Festival Hall and site 
had week accepted for the Roy- 
al Academy Summer Exhibi- 
tion, where she was to show 
often in later years. She and Jeff 
Hoare started married life in a 
flat in Elm Park Gardens, 
Chelsea. Laurie Lee, the writer, 
lived underneath and from time 
to time gave vent to his dis- 
pleasure at the boisterous be- 



Board Room and (the largest) 
for the National Farmers’ 


a broom-handle. With two chil- 
dren, they moved to St Peter’s 
Square, Hammersnith, in 1956. 

From 1953 to 1955 she taught 
at the Crown Manor Boys’ 
Club, Haxton, and from 1962 to 
1967 at the City Literary Insti- 
tute. The years between were 
taken up by the cares of moth- 


erhood, a role die very much 
embraced, and a family which 
had new grown to four children. 

In 1965 she started teaching 
on the foundation course at the 
Centra] St Martin’s College of 
Art and Design. The foundation 
course was one of the limited ar- 
eas in teaching which called for 
the traditional skills of pain tin g 
and drawing such as die pos- 
sessed. The diploma course at 
the same college had switched 
its orientation entirely towards 
abstract painting. Her teaching 
relationship with Central St 
Martin’s continued for the rest 
of her life. She had been ap- 
pointed head of the Portfolio 
Preparation Course just before 
her death. 

Unlike many painters she 
was glad to emand her teach- 
ing activities. She relished hu- 
man con tact, working as visiting 
lecturer to such universities as ' 


Aberdeen, Stirling and Surrey, 
as wen as Cambridge College of’ 
Art, the Yehudi Menuhin 
School (1960-88), the Inter- 
kxken International Center, 
in New Hampshire (1970r75), 
the English Gardening School 


at the Chelsea Physic Garden 
and the Krishnamurti Schools 
in India and Brockwood Park, 
England. From 1987, she acted 
as tour tutor, often with a fel- 
low artist, Anthony Eyton, on 
painting tours in India. 

India and its crafts occupied 
a special place in her painting, 
which favoured a strong, some- 
times dazzling palette. r jnd' fln 
embroideries and artefacts em- 
bellished her house as well as 
her work. The bouse was par- 
ticularly important to her. An 
18th-oentuxy building cm the 
Thames at Chiswick where she 
had been brought up as a child, 
she returned to it in 1981 and 


made it a vehicle for her creative 
innovation. It was filled with 
paintings and objects, displayed 
in such a manner which evoked 
profusion and simplicity, the ge- 
nius bd which was ever present 
in her work/But she was equal- 
ly happy to submit herself to the 
exacting discipline of scene 
painting for such films of the 
Eighties as Flash Gordon , 
Breaking Glass , Hie Mirror 
Crack'd and Chariots qf Fire. In 

bcxjks^^anreJSrfar (1991; 
on the art of making wreaths 
and garlands) and Still-life 
Watercolour Fainting (1994). 

Her creative energy was un- 
daunted by a punishing sched- 
ule of solo exhibitions, 19 from . 
1977, most recently at the Kew 
Gardens Gallery and Sally 
Hunter Fine Art, nor the many 
mixed exhibitions to which she 
contributed both in the United 



Peter 

Williams 


Lloyd: a strong palette 


Kingdom and abroad. Her. 
painting retained the freshness 
of a young woman and her 
sudden and fetal heart attack 
seems tragically premature. 

Sally Hunter 


EBzabeth Jane Lloyd, artist bom 
London 14 July 1928; married 
1952 Jeff Hoare (three daughters, 
one son); died London 2 Octo- 
ber 1995. 


An editorial interpolation 
caused an error in my obituary 
for Peter Williams [7 October J, 
writes John Gregory. The Met- 
ropolitan Ballet I referred In 
was not the Metropolitan in 
New York, but a small touring 
ballet based in London which 
was formed by Cecilia Blatch 
and Leon Hepner in 1947. 

Among their dancers were 
Erik Bruhn, who became a star 
of American Ballet Theatre, and 
Svetlana Beriosova, later a bal- 
lerina with the Royal BalleL 
John Thras, who had been in Eu- 
rope with the De Basil Ballet, 
made his choreography Designs 
with Strings, which Peter 
Williams designed. After some 
two _ years of louring the 
provinces, the company folded. 
■ Peter Williams’s birthplace, 
Burton Joyce, is not in Cornwall 
but in Not tinghamshir e 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


AUSTIN: Born to Heal her (n£e 
I Gary, a 
on 11 October 1995. 


Roberts) and I 


i son. Jack Noah. 


KENEAU& On Umday 3 October 
1995, at Hairogale Genera] “ 
to Rosemary (nee Doriey) and 
n Isabella. 


a daughter. 


DEATHS 


CARMAKT: Dorothy, daughter of the 
late Canon and Mis W. Hodgson, of 
Aston, died peacefully on 9 October 
1995. in Sdlywood Haase. Teacher at 
Low Moor Dudley Gitls High School 
and King Edward’s High School Tor 
Girts. Edgbaston. Adored wile of the 
late Dr Hugh Cnrmnk MC, much- 
loved mother of Lyn Ankcom and Dr 
Martin CannalL grandmother and 
great grandmother- Will be greatly 
missedby all her friends. ServKC and 
cremation at Lodge HiD Crematori- 
um, Birmingham, on Monday 1 b Oc- 
tober at 1238pm. Family Omen 
only. Donations if deshed for (be 
Birmingham Rarhbooe Society may 
be sent to V. Morton and Sons Lid, 
Z2S New Road, RubeiyB45 SJAby 
30 October, please. 


AnmacBun* tor Gazette BOOTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Birth*, Ador 
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the Gazette 
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at £6^0 * (VAT f , e St5£ 
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Birthdays 

Air Vice-Marslial John Allen- Jones, 
86; Sir Thomas Bingham, Master of 
the Rolls. 62; Mr Roger Cairicfc. High 
Commissioner to Australia, 58; Mis 
Edwina Currie MP, 49; Miss Laraine 
Day, actress, 75; Sir Denis Forman, 
farmer Director, British Film Instate, 
78: Sir Leslie Fowden, former Di- 
rector, Rothamsted Experimental 
Station. 70; Sir Roger Gibbs, chair- 
man, the Wellcome Trust, 61; Rear- 
Admiral John Grant, 87; Mr 
Anthony Harris, ambassador to the 
United Arab Emirates, 54; Sir 
Michael Hwcbison, a Lord Justice of 
Appeal, 62; Mr Joint Menztes. chair- 
nun. John Menzies, 69; Miss Marie 
Osmond, ringer, 36; Air QnefMar- 
shnl Sir Frederick Rosier. 80; Mr Paul 
Simon, anger and songwriter, 54; Mr 
John Simpson, chief editor, the Ox- 
ford English Dictionary, 42; Miss 
Rosemary Anne Sisson, author and 
scriptwriter, 72; Baroness Tbatcber, 
former prime minister, 70; Mr 
Mordecai Vatnrau, unclear techni- 
cian, 41; Mr Peter Vereker, UK Per- 
manent Representative, OECD, 
Paris, 56; Sir Mark Waller, High 
Court judge, 55. 


Washington, was laid by President 
George Washington, 1792; Green- 
wich was adopted as the universal 
meridian at the Washington Con- 
ference, 1884; Italy declared war on 
Germany, 1943. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Col Oman, St Comgan, St 
Edward the Confessor, St Fanstns of 
Cordova, St Gerald of AnrQlac, 
Saints Jaonarins and Martial and St 
Maurice of CaxnoeL 


Receptions 
HM Government 

Mr George Kynoch MP, Minister for 
Industry and Local Government at 
the Scottish Officer, hosted a re- 
ception bdd yesterday in the Crom- 
bie Johnstone Hall, Aberdeen 
University, to marie the Conference 
of European Rectors. 


Anniversaries 


British Red Cross 
Mr Tony Blair MP, Leader of the 
Labour Party, and Mrs Cherie Blair, 
were the guests of honour at a re- 
ception heW yesterday at the Indus- 
trial Society, London SWT, in aid of 

the British Red Cross’s 125th Birth- 
day Appeal. Mr Blair, Mr MQce 
Whitlam, Director-General, British 

Red Cross, and Mr John E Gray, Di- 
rector of Public Affairs, British Red 


Births: Mariotlo Albcxtincfli, painter, 

1 474 ; Sh James Thomas Koowfca, ed- 
itor and architect, 1831; UOie (Em- 
flk Charlotte) Langtry, actress, 1853; 
Mary Henrietta. Kinney, writer mid 
explorer, 18(52; Writer James Redfeni 
Turner, poet, musk critic and play- 
wright, 1889. Deaths: Gandhis L Ro- 
man Emperor, poisoned by his wife 
Agrippina 54; Nicolas de Male- 
braochc, philosopher, 1715; Sir Hat- 
ty living (John Henry firodribb), 

actor, 1905; Walter Houser Brattain. 
pbyskast, and an inventor of the tran- 
astor, 1987. Ob this day; fee foun- 
dation stone of the White House, 


Royal Academy 
of Engineering: 
and Royal Society 

The joint Royal Academy of Engi- 
neering and Royal Society Lecture 
and Dinner was held yesterday 
evening at fee Royal Society, Lon- 
don Swl- Mr Basu Buder gave the 
torture. Sir Micfaad Atryah, President 
Royal Society, was in the chair. Sir 
William Bartow President, Royal 


dinner. 


Calls to the Bar 


Lincoln's Inn 

Mduia Jfane Ora; Ftter Joto 1 


timer Tfemple 

William Sward AlKiae Thai Wetedtav 
JoacpUue Carat* Dota* hGdwd P ' ~ 
berm Made Hadda^nao; Un T 


Jn ftn I nna ThDy; NicaU Howard; CVnty Jiaotr. 
SuttMc Aboq Cnqpbdfc BtU Mabnad Rama; 
Raapnat Singh: Tcnmoc Kah Hoe KatL 


NcrwIawjRjfipI 
Dogra^rwrit Ingrid Am* McOcimc Robert 

Ray artfnth*; Garin Andrew Dote 

* ; Jared MB; EBzabeth Jcnk- 

Sarilc; Andrew Lewis 
iDo- 


ertn; Cydl John A4d; Jnfira 
HkfayjAndit " 

Jones Dew»i 


LedeyAan 


Cap^JaSan Richard 



Macao PhdpsTboOT Mraton; \ 
dcr Rank Rctfcrara; AreWbfiS 




Gray’* Inn 


Aiahonr Robert Downie; Ndl Fewer Hen; H- 
fi* H&uy Cfaadoae OokibojUJia^nra James 


Cnrady, Alexander Ja 
rab Sant) Canis; Sara Jane Owen: S 


j^Wpriaor Catherine* May 


AjCTmta Ran^ to kt ram . /Uttar Afttan 

ter Ncabta Marie Rabat Hanks; Amtew Jude 
Moisan Andrew ItektMe^RaflWUiefidd 
Bnglo; Ennaa Louise Smllfc A nw wle ^fete r 


MaenJrfanRMiJKiisi Aodrew’fiael^fiBv- 
pa Alk» Mar Dodd; Vctcxi* Jaoc Acm; 
Uekm McBredr, Eteancr Clare Man 
Danini Amari; Jamk Jaafc Go* Robot P 


ky Martin WabmUfcns Akmder Coop: 
lfeKam*; Ncbotai Eanl ARcas Mist Una Jane 


KsaffiaSoaS 

Jakn Cam; Mare Stem Lons Andreci 
, 1; Dedan Mathew Demi Mart 


Adam Michad Constable: Guy Lawrence t*M- 
too RadSdd; CUbi JobnMcOef&Q “ 


i Pnd- 


leu 

ftidted JOP IU»0fc Richard Wi 
Jofrn Ikg On; Tboma Sana Dafty; 


LgaS Morris Thompson; 

KeMn MaAfian-Joaev Smart Aodnoy Adaic 
FMa Joertto Msda Mo Xxd Aikao UtK 

Heythi Peter Jan; Soon Dtdda Lida HaSet; 
GetMnt TanaOiy Wet*; Mark Smherlsnd 
WHHams; More Philippe Moottn; Tbowiaa 
Ornta Rfcetas Lestr^Aime Sana CMt Stmt 
David Archer. Lin Bate GAbc PHUppt 
Catherine Dacbds; Richard Pnrodl Drier. 
Manvbder Unfcimr, Anuda Werw; S«n 







Pete H««h Cbyles CsWwefi; Stephen Phai, 


Janas tnnwJuuuLj Anne Mnrtr Vimume Lowry: 
Rohan Cel Phanfc Joim Pta* Heneage Diek- 
sore Victoria VUa Maude; GraaaeKoartAireh 
mir Rldaod Rsne DaiddJaoES WUidre*; Chu 


JfichadJohoConett; Sharrei Am Sand: James: 
-I«a RujI Rt^as; Maria Hanajcfc Shun David 
*-» Jeffrey Laaw Sean David 


S»pbenMJa*Uw*efl;JCok 
dcr Chartas Basdn: Bnedy 


nedy JRuth thn; Smart Rkfaard Duncan AtU 


SESX3E& 


Sarah Am Mricr, Since DaMn*rta*k 
JonsdiaBlVteNi^VfaaiagaddccaOainw 


■ttSBSSSZsS 


KoaiHooft Ire David John Wuhdhl 

Sarah Kadtobon Butbdtrar>e«i tto- 

anto SoW Chsd" “ ' “ 


Are Hardier; PbSp Roger M; 
" Edward Niobuiy; 


caadb: Threats Lodre McGee; 
— . Vbliotii; Jdhn AnJmr Botterfidd; 

John AdredCoicswo; ton Richard MrspldetMoh- 

weo O m t &s trim Cad Mcaczca: Pdhhjot 
Kaitr, Jasw Sad; WHSa n Jams Ompo; 
Goman SiaMe* Wtody AEda Gdrrid; Robert 
I*n SmhbS John Gardoa Madaoa; PhSp 
Brans; Barbara Efaahctb Wfflfann; ■ Nad ' 


WBKus Andrew AJkruLwbe 
Uatthew Ritfcud JMm Wdaao; 


Bflor. Stcvcd lota -Edwards; 




Jfidtad. Unrae; Sieves 
i Ga-in Boyfc; dare 


Stephen Pad Morcdfcfc Oarttb Adan Un- 
d^JedaflMRkiaBdSbfanhftfaadJma 
OdteaRjtreran Jane Ooian; bin Misey As- 
detacac Clare SuWitanit Tmuxti 

Mary Hum Jmst Chraihie Rmcoc; NanCe 
CoodaatnmyiCiaTlWpberLcfeh Mfc» 


JfKvb Dcbik Rupert Jdho Micfad t Ubraes; 


iCkacGnr- 
PrallSitS Aaa Poweft hat WSSam 

QUaiNa.raujap.jQj. 


Maitlwanw AbsBir Davtd 
4® lucre parr: 
7— AUtoaon: Robin Benedict 

M^StobtanW Kelly; Mart David 


*?!&** **"** * Cook 

c WBUnai Laorenee Laihner- 


lythaAm ___ „ u 

SayteNtodaWofc - 

Itonaa; 


SaSy Emma Conor; Andrrir PmiriCamer. 
. DandM i ’Bbodwre d -Cbriton; Sman Mary Moo- 


Rdy Bn*.; Zhingi Aticttc Homo; Alaog (dan- 
dor Ka£tSttart Martin RMaetTkmin had. 

jhrda'ftmood; lanRoboi 
James AAoow, Shnoo 



Kaam; James Edward 
Stepho* Sarah M«- 


Georpe Edward Henry Kddwm; 

KtaC Ron Parker, Darn! John ABe 
r Phflip QsinatS EUoicth JBL'Ar . 

RUartfas Vtrfllp Cbricupiier Parry; SarahJane 


Am 
ABca; Art- 
~ Lee 


Edth Hurt* Rajnor. 


iSanllC Kent ChI Lever; 


Tbooas Utbodo KareBdlWoe; Patricia Ao* 
Rock Grace Bmbodi Brono; Usa Miraaret Lto- 
tote; E8rabeth tg 

Wlood; Ksfce Franca ABar am™ sdk 

0*U aJSS ftd hcrajSdT. Ot- 


Hohn mjOsiraVka 
kwu Bernard CM 


I Cabs Dand James Marcia 

CobajJafea And rew C nraw trn S cr .Gavta Sen- 
MS -BitttMabdlaermiiu JofanGmdiia 


IW; iWop« Ana Alfrey, Stuart Hash 

vSStAWpa r - - - 


, I araoktifhMtb JosqpfaMeCtaffa; 
.... Kite Brown; XWn Wwwkfc Sonia 
Xrtmey; flrinm Ateranda Ontet Aida Aoir 
(Mtdre Ms* BodwfThem Mils RrMiTbom 
Ctan TS» On* Lira Oabe Griswood, 

McdaslStwertS ^Ssra Hoa MijoteTaa. 
- ' ; Kefly; Riehord N«han Searic; 


Drw; tact Ed ward Neatsey; Robin MiduH 
Kevin P ianaaid tMSH IfabeOe Amanda 

sraass 

*WteGln«4JohnG«3S(iS 


AEson June 


The LAW REPORT has been held 
over. 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Mari Griffith. 
“Room 28 (ii); Rubens. Sonuoi and 
DriUahr, lpm. 

British Museum: Jan-Ptter Muller, 
“Earth from Space: fee new geog- 
raphy", 1.15 pm. 

Dnlversily College London, Lon- 
don WCU Dr N. TVfctatoomyi 
Rings, Chains and Baskets”, lpm. 
Rqyal Institution of Great Britain, 
London Wl: Dr James McQuaid. 
“Safety's Debt lo Davy and Faraday", 
9pm. 


Synagogue services 


Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
idepboning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 5.57pm. 


United tyugogna: 0171-387 4380. fed- 
avdon of Siuvqmn: QL8L2SZ 224L 
Union dUhnl ud P Wff gh t Sy*»- 
gHnex 017I-5W l«C3. Reform Sn»- 
pgw or Gnu Rriuiru 0181-349 «31. 
^ran^jmidforta^mcst jewi C o wffCBw - 
time OJ.D-289 2573. New Lnwhm 9nu- 
8W* (Mesordi; 8171-328 1824. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

iZ*i*E S*y » ,v !*' Sa ma i m f Ikdnakr l^t- 
Chester k Sttwi. Cranny 
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IN BRIEF 


Maxwell trial hears legal argument 


The Maxwell trial ai the Old Bailey was taken up with legal ar- 
gument yesterday, and the jury was not called. Kevin Maxwell 
and his brother lan together with ex-Maxwell aide, Lany Tra- 
chtenberg ,all dei^r conspiracy to defraud the pension funds by 
misuse of investments. Kevin Maxwell is expected to take the 
stand next week as the. defence begins its case. 


SFA imposes conditions on Saloman 


Salomon brothers, the giant American investment bank, has has 
“special conditions” imposed on it for the next 12 months by 
the Securities and Futures Authority (SFA). The SFA has con- 
cluded that Salomon had been in breach of SIB Principle 9 in 
that its control system had ‘Tailed to keep pace with the expansion 

+ nCir Althrumh SJnmftn Vine mrrprtwl 



UlkA. HIIUi 5 .i l “«< — _ I — 

rial monthly reports hi ghlighting any problems with general _ 

accounts. Salomon's auditors win review these reports every quar- 
ter and pass on their findings to the SFA. 


BAe wins orders for Avro jet 

has won three orders for seven Avro regional 


British Aerospace nas won three oraersior seven «nu 1 cgnjuai 
jet airliners. Tbrkish Airlines is buying four Avro RJ 70s, to be 
delivered in May next year. TWo Avro RJ 85s are to beadded 
to a previous order for five planes by Lufthansa Cily Airlines, 
while the Australian airlin e National Jet System has ordered one 
Avro RJ 70 for delivery by the end of the year. 


Eurotunnel appoints railways chief 


Eurotunnel has appointed James Evans as director of railway 
relations. He will play a key role in the talks with rail operators 

nn j ckt/TT ronMtnlraiina raRnav iioPC mnfrnpt 


reiauuns. nc wui u ww »»» — -i — 

BR and SNCF over renegotiating ihe railway usage contract, 
vital to improving Eurotunnel's revenues. 

Leeson bondholder action fails 


A ttemoLs to have disgraced futures trader Nick Leeson tried in 
the UK faced collapse yesterday. Bondholders who .lost more 
than £50m on the demise of Barings merchant bank have faded 
is their attempts W have Mr Leeson repatriated to freight 

to the High 


still appeal to the High Court. 

Ford to buy back £2bn in stock 

back around $2bo of 
the sale of parts of 


The Ford MotorComi— , - 
its own preferred stock and is ransid< 

USL. C * 1 r ^ 1#1 Assocu 

motive 

quarter of ^^ar. 

Ministers given small firms overview 

istere in each of 17 Si will to be co-ordinated 

TYadc and Industry. 
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RPI up 3.9%: Worst figure in three years dampens hopes of rates cut and adds £650m to benefits 



RAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 


Inflation jumped to ftswomt lev- 
el for three years last month, 
causing more problems for 
Chancellor Kenneth Clarke 
and dampening hopes that the 
next move in interest rates may 
be down. 

Retail price inflation rose in 
September from 3.6 to 3.9 per 
cent, leading to a much ' * 


neff year than the Treasury 
had anticipated at the time of 
the lart Budget. This wiB make 
it harder for Mr Clarke to of- 
fer substantial tax cuts. 

The rmdgri ymg fnflahVin cate 
targeted by theGovexnment - 
which excludes mortgage in- 
terest payments - also rose 
sharply from 2 9 to 3.1 per 
cent, the first time it has been 
above 3 per cent for two years. 
The increase, which was greater 
than expected in the City, 
dampened hopes that the next 


move in interest rates might be 

duwif. 

The September figure for in- 
flation is particularly important 
because ft is used as the basis 
for tqvating social security ben- 
efits. According to the Depart- 
ment of Social Security, the 
Government will have to pay 
£2.8bnfor inflation rather than 
the £2. 15bn that had been pro- 
jected in the last Budget 

Th e increase of £650m is be- 
cause the Treasury assumed 
lastyear a 3 per cent rate for the 
RPI in September 1995 and a 
225 per cent increase for file 
Rossi index, which exdudes 
most housing costs and is used 
to uprate means-tested benefits 


now thinks rates will be 00 
hold tiD the end of the year. 
Only a week ago, the contract 
implied a deebne of almost a 
quarter per cent 
The main area of concern in 
the figures was the evidence of 
a push by retailers to rebuild 
margin <l A q uarter of the in- 
crease in the annual rate of in- 
flation came from price 
increases in non-season al food. 


which are now running at 4.4. 


per cent as recently as April 
“Supermarkets are increaang 
their margins at an astonishing 
rate,” said Ian Sheptaerdson, 

economist at HSBC Green- 

well He suggested that loyalty 
schemes were merely a device 
to hide higher prices. 

Shops selling household 
goods, dothing and footwear 


Retail price inflation 


such as income support. This as- 
oved ovc 


sumption proved over-opti- 
mistic, with the RFI at 3.9 per 
cent and the Rossi index rising 
by 3 per cenL 

The figures jolted interest 
rate expectations. A fall in the 
short sterling contract for De- 
cember suggests that the City 



. j -.y — 


AB items excfcxfing mortgage 
interest payments (RPR) — 


flkn lifted marg ins nothing and 
footwear prices increased by 3J> 
per cent in the month. This 
alone contributed two-fifths of 
the monthly increase of 0.5 per 
cent in the RPI in September. 

A vital question is whether 
consumers win resist price rises. 
The next couple of months’ re- 
tail sales data will be of key im- 
portance, MrShepherdson said 
“'Will consumers support high- 
er prices?” 

An indication that they might 
not came from the CBI dis- 
tributive trades survey, which re- 
ported that sales failed to 
recover in September as much 
as retailers had expected. Alas- 
tair Eperon, chairman of the 
survey panel, said that under- 
lying sales seemed to be flat- 
tening as consumers remained 
cautious. Retailers were antic- 
ipating higher sales in October 
- but he pointed out that ex- 
pected rales growth had been 


Despite the disappointing 
figure for September, the 0112 - 
look for headline inflation 
seems set to improve. The re- 
cent cut in mortgage rates wilt 
affect the index from October. 
At the same time, the rise in 
mortgage rates which lifted the 
index last October will drop out 
next month. 

Additional help may come 
from a decline in seasonal food 


inflation. A jump from 9.4 to 
' 1 Set 




*r • 


1)3094 


Jan 95 


Sep 95 


frilly realised m only three out 
nths. 


of the last 12 mont 


13.4 per cent in September ac- 
counted for a quarter of the in- 
crease in the headline rale of 
inflation. 

Kenneth Clarke certainly 
drew some comfort from this 
factor, saying that “today's in- 
flation figures are still being af- 
fected by the aftermath of a hot 
summer on food prices." The 
Chancellor said that inflation re- 
mained under control. He 
pointed to moderate growth in 
earnings and said that under- 
lying competitive pressures in 
retailing remained “intense". 


Takeover fever 
grips Grand 
Metropolitan 


JOHN E1SEN HAMMER 
and JOHN SHEPHERD 


Investors bet £3Qm yesterday on 
Grand Metropolitan, the in- 
ternational food and drinks 
colossus headed by Lord Shep- 
rd, falling prey to a break-up 
1, as big-deal fever gripped the 
London market. The latest UK 
inflation figures, which showed 
an unexpected rise to the high- 
est level for more than two 
years, were shrugged off as ex- 
pectations of several imminent 
mega-deals drove the FT-SE 100 
index easily back through the 
3^00 level, up nearly 50 points 
to3.523R. 

Speculation about the suitor 
for GrandMet centered on 
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts, the 
American leveraged buy-out 
specialist that made its mark in 
the 1980s with the record- 
breaking purchase of RJR 
Nabisco. _ . 

GrandMet, which owns 
Burger King, IDT£ the spirits 
business and PiOsbuxy, was be- 
ing pinpointed as a break-up tar- 
get as the market saw mmsaaSy 
heavy action in options on the 
stock. 

Dealers traded more than 
1,500 contracts, of a million 
shares each, in call options of 
the November series at 500p. 
This compared with a stock 
market cash price yesterday of 
44Ip, lifted 14p by the rumours. 
The latest share price valued 
GrandMet at nearly £10bn. 

The prospect of a monster bid 


Continent and the US, were 
pushed up 13p to a new high of 
28 9p as dealers convinced 
themselves that the contest will 
be all over within a week. 
Nat West Group and BAT In- 
dustries, the financial sendees 
and tobacco conglomerate, are 
among those strongly rumoured 
to be keen on adding Gart- 
more '8 £24bn of funds under 
management to their own 
businesses. ■ 

In t he s lipstream of the 
Uoyds/TSB tie-up, the details 
of which were announced on 
Wednesday, the difficulties of 
other medium-sized banks re- 
maining independent in the in- 
creasingly competitive retail 
finandm services sector fired the 
imagination of dealers. 

Royal Bank of Scotland re- 
mains the market’s favourite for 
fixe next banking skittle to fab, 


with its shares rattling up 19p 
ipl£ 


to 5Q2p. The emphasis placed 
by the Lloyds merger with the 
T5B on size, and the need for 
the largest possible conn try- 
wide branch network through 
which to deliver a broad range 
of financial products from mort- 
gages and insurance to savings 
and investment plans, has 
strengthened the view that a 
number of other banks and 
bidkfiog societies will have to re- 
think their strategies and seek 
a future in consolidation. 
Trading was heavy in both 


Royal Bank of Scotland shares 
and til' 


ignited a market already raging 
with speculation of bids and 
counter-bids In the water and 
electricity sectors, and sentiment 
that the battle for Gartmore, the 
UK fund manager, is entering 
the dosing stages. 

Shares in Gartmore, which 
has attracted a wide code of po- 
tential suitors from the City, the 


I those of Abbey National, as 
dealers focused on these two as 
a likely merger pair. 

Memories of the effervescent 
deal days of the late 19SQs are 
flooding back into the City as 
the corporate finance depart- 
ments of investment banks are 
looking forward to a vintage 
year. 

Takeover boom page 24 
Market report, page 27 


Pearson denies bid for Telegraph but likely to extend its TV interests 



Poised for flight: The cast of ‘Birds of a Feather 1 , a SelecTV production 


MATHEW HORS MAN 


SelecTV, the independent pro- 
ducer, is in talks with an un- 
named bidder that may lead to 
a takeover, the company con- 
firmed yesterday. 

Gty analysts speculated that 
Pearson, winch publishes the fi- 
nancial Times and Associated 
Newspapers, publishers of the 
Daily Mail, could be buyers.. 

The news came os a day of 
intense rumours in the market, 
with the Telegraph group, Pear- 
son and Mirror Group all the 
subject of bid speculation. 

Pearson denied that it 
planned a bid for Conrad 
Black's 58 per cent stake in the 
IMegraph but refused com- 
ment on speculation it might be 


Bidder tunes 
into SelecTV 


among the potential buyers of 
SelecTV. Senior executives at 


the T&legrapb did not return 
calls last rugbt, but the market 
expects some activity today in 
Telegraph shares, and moved on 
from Pearson to Mr Black him- 
self as a possible buyer. 

A proposed offer by Mr 
Blade's HoUmger Inc. to buy out 
minority Telegraph sharehold- 
ers failed earlier this year when 
independent directors could 


not agree a price. Mr Black had 
been willing to pay up to 470p 
a share, compared to the dose 
last night of 336, up 6 on the day. 

It was also rumoured Mr 
Black was preparing to exercise 
an option over 5 per cent of 
Telegraph shares held by Lord 
Hartwell, for £30m. 

SelecTV, makers of (he hit se- 
ries Birds of a Feather also op- 
erates its own cable channel and 
has a stake in Meridian, the ITV 


broadcaster for the South and 
Southeast It owns 20 per cent 
ofUKTV, the highest bidder in 
the auction for Channel 5, due 
to be awarded within weeks. 

There is speculation that 
Pearson, also in a consortium 
bidding for Channel 5, maybe 
interested in SelecTVs pro- 
duction arm, to complement 
Thames and Grundy, its inde- 
pendent producers. 

There were rumours early in 
the day that MAI, which holds 
6i per cent of Meridian and is 
a partner of Pearson in its 
Channel 5 bid, might be inter- 
ested in consolidating its Merid- 
ian holding. But insiders denied 
any involvement. The Pearson 
bid made more sense, accord- 
ing to analysis. 


Three more leave Etam 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 


The revolving doors at the trou- 
bled high-street retafier Etam 
continued spinning yesterday as 
three directors quit following 
the ann ouncement of worse 

than expected interim losses. 
The company's shares, which 
have already halved over the 


past year, slipped a further 14p 
to close at I53p. 


The departures follow five 
other resignations from Etam’s 


board this year, including that 
of Sir John Nott, the former 
chairman. The latest resigna- 
tions included Rodney East, the 
former managing director and 
Keith Miles, finance director. 

Announcing a loss of £3.82m 
(£4.74m profit) for the six 
months to August, Etam 
warned that there bad been no 
improvement in trading since 
tfi ft amwial meeting earlier m the 
year. "Etam’s annual results 
are greatly dependent on the 
second half trading. For these 


reasons we must be cautious 
about the outcome of results far 
the full financial year.” 

That profits warning, the lat- 
est of several this year, followed 
a slump in sales from £1 13m to 
£107m. With high fixed costs 
such as rents in expensive 
locations, the inability to in- 
crease sales has devastated the 
group's imderfymg profitability. 

As a result the interim divi- 
dend was cut from 1.95p to 05p. 
Analysts expect another cut at 
the fall year stage. 


‘Free Clowes now’ plea 


A solicitor acting for Peter 
Clowes, the jailed financier 
serving 10 years for theft and 
fraud, appealed yesterday for his 
client to be freed early to spare 
the taxpayer further expense, 
writes Nic CicnttL 
Milton Finnan, a solicitor at 
Latimer Lee, the Manchester 
law firm, said that Oowes’s 
legally-aided battle to overturn 
a Parole Board decision not to 
release him was set to cost at 
least £50,000.- 
Even if the Rude BOanfs de- 


cision is upheld by the High 
Cburt laler this year, Gowes was 
still likely to be freed in the next 
year or so, Mr Firman claimed. 

a time when people are talk- 


ing about tbe rising costs of Je- 
sraadne 


gal aid it seems madness for the 
system to hand out cases like 
this on a plate," he said. 

“The question that should be 
asked is whether it is in the 
public interest to keep someone 
a prisoner who is not a danger 
to the public, who has a loving 
wife and two small children and 


a job to go to if he is freed." 

Mr Firman’s comments fol- 
low a decision by the Court of 
Appeal earlier this week to al- 
low an appeal by Gowes against 
the Parole Board decision. 

Clowes was sentenced in Feb- 
ruary 1992. His £lm defence 
costs were paid for by the tax- 
payer. He has served four years 
making him eligible for parole 
but his application for early re- 
lease was refused because the 
board felt he had not come to 
terms with his offences. 


Negative equity numbers start to rise again 


Njcacum 


The number of home-owners 
facing negative equity rose by 
more than 90,000 in the past 
three months, reversing the 
downward trend set in the first 
half of the year. 

The increase raises to more 
than LI million the households 
whose mortgages are greater 
th ? n the value of their homes. 
This figure is more than 20 per 

cent higher than for the same 
periodlast y ear. 

Average levels of negaitive eq- 
nhy remain constant, at about 
£7000 for the country as a 
whole and £9,500 in London 


and the South-east, according 
to a report published yesterday. 

Woolwicii Bunding Society, 
which published the survey, 
said the blight on property val- 
ues affected regions different- 
ly, with the North of England, 
the East Midlands. Yorkshire 
and Humberside hit hardest. 

Peter Robinson, managing 
director at Wxrtwich, said yes- 
terday: “Tbe rise in negative eq- 
uity will maintain the feel-bad 
factor in the housing market. 

*The Chancellor has the op- 
portunity in bis November Bud- 
get to stimulate the housing 
market, hopefully tty targeting 
fiist-timc buyers with enhanced 


benefits. Without some induced 
stimulation to bouse prices dur- 
ing the quiet winter months, 
negative equity could be af- 
flicting many more households 
by early spring." 

A separate quarterly survey 
by Halifax Budding Society 
showed house prices fell by 
1 per cent on the previous 
three months. They were also 
down 2.6 per cent on the same 
period last year. 

About three-quarters of peo- 
ple faring negative equity are 
first-time buyers, most of them 
having bought their homes be- 
tween 1988, the height of the 
boom, and 1991. 


The total of negative 
in the UK now stands at about 
£7.8bn, some £600m up on the 
previous quarter. 

Hilary McVitty, a manager at 
Woolwich, denied suggestions 
that mortgage lenders were 
seeking a return toa 1980s-style 
house price boom. 

She sakt “The figures on neg- 
ative equity are a matter of con- 
cern, particularly at this point 
in the economic cycle." 

Alliance & Leicester Budd- 
ing Society said yesterday it is 
to close 43 brandies in the 
next six months, about 12 per 
centofite network, with the pos- 
sible loss of 200 jobs. 


j The hardest-hit regions 1 

Negative equity for Hud quarter 1995 


Region . 

Average value (£) % of owneroccuriers 

Norm 

2,500 

8 

forte & Humber 

1,600 

5 

East Midlands 

4.700 

9 

East Anglia 

8,400 

9 

©eater London 

9,500 

9 

South East (exc London) 9,500 

9 

Southwest 

8,000 

10 

West Mxfiands - 

4,000 

2 

Northwest 

3,200 

8 

wales 

3.200 

7 

Scotland - 

: 0 

1 

Northern Ireland 

o- 

1 

UK 

7,000 

7 
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Takeover bids: A rash of activity generating huge corporate fees has led a scramble for office space in a boom reminiscent of the late 1 980s 




City firms profit 
from return of 
feelgood factor 


JOHN BSENHAMMER 
and JOHN WTLLCOCK 

Boom-time beckons in the City 
again as corporate finance de- 
partments power towards a 
bumper year on a surge of big 
deals, and the property market 
enjoys a spurt of activity as ex- 
panding firms compete for big- 
ger and better offices. 

A year ago the corporate fi- 
nance departments of City in- 
vestment banks were struggling 
to make a contribution to group 
earnings. Now the whirlwind of 
takeovers and mergers is pro- 
ducing fat fees and expectations 
of even fatter bonuses. “1995 is 
already a vintage year, the cor- 
porate finance side is making 
money faster than it can count,' 
one Rothschild excecutive said. 

Acquisitions Monthly . the 
magazine, recently reported 
that the value of mergers and 
acquisitons deals this year is set 
to break the 1989 recordL 

“We are back to the pace of 
the late 1980s, and it is pretty 
sure to carry on for some while 
yet,” says a Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell executive. This dra- 
matic recovery in investment 
banking from the trough of 
last year, together with a spurt 
of overseas banks moving to 
boost their representation in 
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London, has knocked-on to re- 
newed activity at the top end of 
the City properly market. 

Retail agents letting space in 
the City have just raised their 
top rents from £3250 to £35 per 
square foot, while rent-free pe- 
riods for top-quality develop- 
ments are coming right bade, 
according to Mark Lethbridge, 
an associate in Richard Ellis’s 
City agency department 

The decision by Deutsche 
Bank to take 300,000sq ft next 
to its Morgan Grenfell invest- 
ment bank subsidiary in Win- 
chester House, has been 
followed by other smaller let- 
tings. Allied Trust Bank has ex- 
panded its existing space in 
Cannon Bridge by lO.OOOsq ft. 


Mergers & flquisitions 
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while Sanwa Bank has added 
6,000sq ft at City Place House, 
said Mr Lethbridge. 

All these deals have been for 
top-quality offices, reflecting 
the renewed confidence of in- 
vestment banks boosted by bet- 
ter trading earnings and foe big 
rewards for huge deals. In the 
just completed Lloyds-TSB 
merger, the two sets of main ad- 
visers, Baring Brothers and J. P. 
Morgan, are expected to earn 
over£6m apiece. Barings, which 
was bankrupted earner this 
year before being rescued by 
ING of the Netherlands, is 
likely to be among the M & A 
leaders in this year’s league 
table, thanks to big deals like 
Lloyds and Glaxo-Wellcome. 

Deal activity, which usually 
lags behind economic recovery, 
is now rapidly corning on 
stream. Unlike the late 1980s, 
which saw mainly leveraged 
bids powered by financial 
considerations, today’s deals 
tend to be industrially driven, 
with consolidation across sec- 
tors, such as pharmaceuticals, 
food, the utilities and financial 

services. At £40-34bn, M&A 
deals in the UK during the first 
nine months soared past 
£13.65bn for the same period 
last year, and £25-27bn for the 
whole of 1994. 



Hitting the right number Credit Suisse's dealing room in the City 


This has meant organic 
growth by UK banks and over- 
seas banks already here, ac- 
cording to George Gillon, Gty 
partner with the agents Drivers 
Jonas. “Since the summer there 
has been a surge of people in 
the financial serf nr- inves tment 
banks and overseas represen- 
tative banks - who want more 
space,” said Mr Gillon. 

J Henry Schroder Wagg, the 
corporate finance arm of 
Schroders, has recently taken an 
additional 40,000sq ft in TSB's 
old head office in Milk Street, 
he said. American investment 


bank JP Morgan had taken' 
more space m its Lndgate of- 
fices while UK merchant bank 
Close Brothers has moved to a 
new head office. 

Mr Gillon said that informa- 
tion providers and medium- 
sized legal practices were also 
benefiting from the recovery in 
Gty business generally. Thom- 
son Fmancia] Services is taking 
more space in the Aldgate of- 
fices it moved to last year, 
while at least four law firms are 
looking for space. 

The City of London Corpo- 
ration is fearful that it will lose 


the large overseas investment 
banks currently looking for 
space at Canary Wharf; since 
there is.an acute shortage of 
modem, large office buildings 
in the City. In particular, the in- 
vestment banks seeking to move 
are looking for premises with 
football fidd-kized spaces for 
dealing floors.Thereis a surfeit 
ofpoor-grade buildings, which 
wifi probably never be let again 
and urgentfyneed redeveloping. 

Mr Lethbridge pointed out 
that there is 636 million square 
feet of vacant office space in the- 
Gty, or 95 per cent of all ex- 


isting office buildings. This 
compares- to just 2 per cent in 
the boom years of the late 
1980s and np to 16 per cent in 
the depths of the recession. 

I . ess than half this vacant 
space consists of buildings that 
would be considered “grade 
A*, Mr Gillon said. Neverthe- 
less the Ge rman h anks that to- 
gether have decided to make 
London the home of their in- 
vestment banking operations 
are determined to stay in the 
Gty- even if this means build- 
ing their own offices, he sakL 

The trailblazer was Deutsche 
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Bank in the summer. It decided 
to bu3d Ms own 300,D00sq ft head 
office next to its recently ac- 

Suf tts| : 
determined hiring to bufld up thetf 
investment banking operations | 
-some 80 people have beep tak-f 
enonsmee the beginning of the ; 
year, many from M&rburgs - has 
contributed to another phe-- 
nomenon, a surge in pay. • x ' 
Rival banks are beginning to 
complain vociferously of the way r 
the rash of cheque- book poach--; 
mg is helping to push op 
remuneration levels. 


Provident reveals £25m 
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star service 


Available at 30,000 feet. 


Fluffy pillows, pure wool blankets, duvets and fitted sheers,' on seats that double as beds. Five course meals and 
delectable appetisers. Just whar you’d expect from a 5 star hotel. Though not, perhaps, from an airline. Unless you’re 
flying Trans World One, with the world's most experienced trans-Atlantic airline. And to think, it’s all for a business 
class fore. For reservations to St. Louis and over 100 other US destinations call your travel agent or TWA on 0345 333 333. 

‘Available on costhouod flights 

FIRST CLASS SERVICE. BUSINESS CI^ASS FARE. 


TRANS 

WORLD 

ONK 
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Niccfcum 

More than 200,000 policyhold- 
ers with Provident Mutual were 
told yesterday how much they 
will get in return for agreeing 
to a takeover by General Acci- 
dent 

They were among investors in 
the life assurance company - 
based at Stevenage, Herts - sent 
details of the£25m bonus pay- 
ments agreed with the Scottish 
insurer last month. 

General Accident’s offer is 
part of an overall £170m deal 
aimed at adding Provident Mu- 
tual to its own group of com- 
panies- Before it can do so, it 
must win the approval of at least 
75 per cent of Provident's pol- 
icyholders voting at a general 
meeting in November. Proxy 
votes are also allowed. 


About £145mof GAs man-, 
ey goes towards payingfor 10 
per cent of the future profits 
from the Provident Mutual life 
fund, using calculations de- 
scribed as reasonable by nil- 
inghast, consulting actuaries. 

Tfo sweeten the deal, investors 
in a range of Provident Mutu- 
al life and pension policies will 
receive 0-4 percent peryearjqr 
slightly more in scone case^of 
the total amount they haye so 
far saved, including investment 
gains. Those who hare annuities 
with Provident Mutual wfflget 
an increase in annual retirement 
income of05 per cent. 

In practice, someone paying 
£30 a month into a 25-year with- 
profits endowment started in 
1985 will have £75 added to 
their polity over three years. A 
personal pension plan holder 


Provident Mutual payouts 



whose fond is worth £8,000 will 
have £100 added to then ac- 
oountoveralL 

The company said yesterday 
tfcaL jallhough a one-off;. the 
payment would be foduded in 
the calculation of fofcore bonus- 
es and was therefore J&e^ tbm- 
crease over the lifetime of that ■ 
polity. The foil amount will only 
be {»id if the policy is main- 
tained until December 1998. 

• Of the total of 500,000 poli- 
cyholders, about 300JU0 are not 
classed as members and will not 
be in line for a payout from 
General Accident 

A spokesman for Provident 
Mutual said: ‘’One important 
point is that while the pay- 
ments are for our with-profits 
savers, our unit-linked policy- 
holders will also gain. 

“They will benefit from the 
fact that charges levied on most 
funds will not go up beyond the 
cost of living for 10 years. There 
will also be a cap on discre- 
tionary expenses for unit-linked 
policies. 

“This is significant because 


both with-profits and unit- 
linked, are well below the in- 
dustry average already.” 

He added that unless the 
deal with GA is agreed. Provi- 
dent Mutual would not be able 
to attract new business prof- 
itably, leading to a cut in returns 
for policyholders 


Bancors Exchange holds , 

value gets , 

a boost Pay rules 


JOHN E3SENHAMMER 

financial Editor 

Nat West Group’s negotiations 
to sell its US retail banking op- 
erations were boosted yesterday 
by a 41 per cent rise in pre-tax 
profits at Bancorp to $337m 
(£225m) for the . first nine 
months from S240m a year be- 
fore. NatWest is looking for 
more than £25bn from the sale 
of the NewJersey-based Ban- 
corp group. 

Bancorp posted lower net 
income for the nine months to 
30 September, at $l85m com- 
pared with $2 15m in the same 
period of 1994. The bank said \ 
the fell reflected the inclusion i 
of a foil Federal income tax pro- ! 
vision in 1995 following the 
utilisation of tax-offsetting ben- 
efits in the previous three years. 

JohnTbgweQ, NatWest Baa- 
corp’s chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive, who is the highest-paid 
man in the group, earning last 
year a total of £L5m, said: 
“These achievements combined 
with our expanded maApip jay 
presencehave enhanced the val- 
ue of the NatWest Bancorp 
franchise.” 

NatWest has decided to take 
advantage of the current spate 
of big retail banking mergers 
and takeovers in the US to cash 
in on Bancorp at what it hopes 
wiQ be a foil price. 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

The Stock Exchange yesterday 
bowed to pressure from indus- 
try arid delayed full implemen- 
tation of the Greenbury Code 
on tpp pay, because of difficul- 
ties in framing some of the rules. 

Provisions to force companies 
to seek shareholder approval for 
long-term incentive schemes 
were among those put off until 
next year for further consul- 
tation 

Other measures delayed 
were the new rules that phase 
the granting of options, a ban 
on the issue of options at a dis- 
count, and the recommenda- 
tion that the full value of 
directors’ pension entitlements 
is disclosed. 

The decision follows protests 
from companies about what 
some claim was the high-handed 
way the exchange put out draft 

mrniges to the listing rules- the 
YeDqwBook-at the end ofJuly, 
myiting comments on relatively 
minor variations only. 

The exchange said it had re- 
ceived 170 replies to the consul- 

fahve documentand had revised 

its proposals to reflect (hem. 

As well as the details of some 
new rules being delayed until 
the first quarter of next year, 
those that have been agreed will 
not now come into effect until 
31 December, rather than the 


planned date of the end of this 
month, to give companies time 
to familiarise themselves with 
the requirements. 

The new rules that have been 
agreed - and published as an 
official revision of the Yellow 
Book — force companies to in- 
crease the disclosure of direc- 
tors' earnings, as the Greenbury 

committee recommended. 

They also oblige companies 
to m a k e a statement of com- 
pliance with the Greenbury 
recommendation that remu- 
neration committees should bo 
given a new independence - a 
sensitive area because the 
Greenbury report could lead to 
the creation for the first time of 
a separate class of directors on 
company boards, with their 
own responsibilities. 

Company law states that all 
jhreciora have equal responsi- 
bfoly for running a company, 
thie company chairman said the 
changes could amount to the 
™ step towards establishing 
supcrvusoiy boards in Britain. 

™ les in the revised 
YeUow Book also oblige cum* 
panies to make a statement thaff* 
tto* consideration has been 
given to the best practice 
provisions on remuneration 
policy, service contracts and 
compensation. 

Another consultative docu- 

35“ at the end 

of the month. 
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Clarke’s luck with prices may be running out 


“If Mr Garke is to do 
more than tease the 
country when he 
delivers the Budget, 
he had better be right 
about inflation being 
under control” 


\X7£ fle Chancellor, Kenneth Clarice, main drive came fi 
nla ■ dn 1 comment* on the era to rebuild then 

ear certainty of a tax-cutting Budget, he was We have been t 

qmcK io say something at yesterday’s Con- snmer resistance tc 
sCTvauye p&riy conference about the ex- prevailed. The C 
o^ejy disappomtiLg inflation figures for Industry’s distribut 
i^teinber, which he blamed largely on the tember suggests th 
T~. of a hot summer on food prices. In- ufn p to punish rets 
declaimed, remained under contioL push up prices by v 
If Mr Clarke is to do more than tease the rbraJQ his slip-ups, 
country when he delivers the Budget, he had a lucky Chancellor 
better be right Lower than expected infla- but he will be wai 
tion has been vital in allowing him to sales figures as am 
squeeze public spending plans. It has meant 
that wage inflation has remained low, mak- X t il tit 
mg the public sector pay-bill freeze much JNOrtil WeS 
eaaer to implement. is SPrimisll 


illustrated by the impact of the September 
miration figure on social security expendi- 
ture. With inflation at almost 4 per cent 
rather than the 3 per cent projected at the 
time of the last Budget, the Chancellor now 
has to fi nd an extra £650m to oprate social 
security benefits.to take account of inflation. 
If inflation continued to worsen, *hk could 
lay the ground fora pick-up in pay in flation 
next year, which would knnrfr thr o ugh to the 
public sector. 

It is, however, still too early to conclude 
that the game is up on retail price inflation, 
which has tended to surprise this year by 
coming in below expectations. Although a 
rise in seasonal food prices accounted for a 
quarter of the jump in the inflation rate, the 


main drive came from an a t t emp t by retail- 
ers to rebuild their mar gin s , 

Wc have been here before. So far, con- 
sumer resistance to high er prices has largely 
prevailed. The Confederation of British 
fodustry’s distributive trades survey for Sep- 
tember suggests that consumers are contin- 
uing to punish retailers for their attempt to 
push upprices bywfthftoldingfoeir custom. 

For afl his sli^ips, Kaniw th narin*. 

a hicky Chancellor so far. His luck may hold 
but he will be watching next week’s retail 
sales figures as anxiously as anyone. 

North West’s strategy 

is seriously flawed 

I t is always possible that Sir Desmond Pitch- 
er, chairman of North West Water, wQl 
prove the rest of us wrong but it seems un- 
likely. While there have certainly been 
more seriously flawed takeovers than North 
West Water’s bid for Norweb, there have not 
been many in the £1.8bn league. The best 
that North West shareholders can expect 
from the high price being exacted for this 
Lancastrian^nae de grandeur is that one and 
one will end up equalling two; much more 
lflpely it wflL equal a good deal less. The ease 
with which North Wsst has hoovered op near- 
ly 30 per cent of Norweb's share capital shows 
the market’s strong preference in this case 
for cash over shares. You do not have to 
probe very far to find out why. 


Forget all the talk about synergies. It is 
delusion to believe they can possibly exist 
between water and electricity companies. If 
there is commercial merit to this takeover 
it is to do with cost-cutting, cash flow and 
tax, not industrial logic. Deals done purely 
for tax reasons are neariy always bad ones; 
the tax rules can be changed. As for the 
match between the cadi generating attrib- 
utes of an electricity company and the cash 
needs of a water company, it remains to be 
seen how this will survive the effects of the 
last review of electricity tariff controls. 

That leaves cost-cutting, where the scope 

is dearly considerable. North West’s record, 
however, hardly inspires confidence that it 
is up to tiie task. The spanking new £35 0m 
computerised billing system North West is 
so keen to promote, is, in fact, nothing to 
boast about It is an IT white elephant with 
few redeeming features. Like aD IX it is 
unlikely to be easily adaptable to dealing 
with the entirely different and more com- 
plex billing system that is used by the elec- 
tricity indusiiy. The scope for costly cock- 
ups m putting m place the combined facilities 
management company is substantial. 

lb make matters worse. North West may 
have been forced to overpay for Norweb. It 
is to be hoped that the now almost univer- 
sal perception of this deal - that it is being 
driven primarily by fees and ego - is wrong. 
Sir Desmond and his team are going to have 
to work hard to overcome it, however. A 
windfall utilities tax, by this Government or 


the next, would seal its fate as one of the 
most ill judged and ill conconceived 
takeovers of the present merger boom. 

Why no word on 
the nuclear sale? 


X 1 the dogs of the Government’s privatisation 
programme. One barked with joy this week, 
after Sn George Young, the Transport Sec- 
retare.aimoimcedlheRadtracksalewoulddef- 
initely go ahead in the spring. The other stayed 
conspicuously silent. Not a word of the midear 
sale was mentioned in the conference speech 
by Ian Lang, President of the Board of Trade 
and the minister responsible. 

This could be no more than an oversight, 
or perhaps it reflects the Government's 
rough indication a few months ago that it 
would like the nuclear sale to go ahead next 
summer. Why say more at this stage? On the 
other hand, Sir George dared boast at the 
party conference that he was determined to 
push through something as unpopular as the 
rail sale -once dubbed the poll tax on wheels 
-why is Mr Lang not barking as loudly? 

The nuclear companies are unaware of 
any change of timetable and perhaps there 
is none, as yeL The sale of British Energy, 
as it is called, requires a complex merger of 
two firms and the separation from the 
organisation of the Magnox reactors, under 
terms still being argued through with British 


Nuclear Fuels, their prospective (and reluc- 
tant) new owner. 

Does silence indicate that the Govern- 
ment, too, is wondering whether it can pull 
off the nudear sale? If it slips as little as three 
months into the autumn the risk of becom- 
ing snarled up in an election campaign will 
be enormous. The market will not be in the 
mood to buy something so suspect at poll- 
watchmgtimc, and the less the electorate has 
to be reminded of nuclear power at the hus- 
tings the better. 

Rail track is now looking rather different. 
The City remains deeply sceptical about the 
company, which is reliant for its income on 
indirect subsidies funnelled through the 
train operators that use its services. But Sir 
George realty means to push it through. As 
the seDer, the Government has the whip 
hand. Not only can it adjust the price and 
the debt levels to smarten up Rail track for 
City consumption, it could also, if pressed, 
offer guarantees against the costs of changes 
in regulation and taxation, to offset some of 
the uncertainty Labour is generating with its 
threats of renationalisation. Such pledges 
have already been made to bidders for rail 
franchises. 

The odds are that Raillrack will go 
through, albeit on terms so generous that it 
will make even the great regional electric- 
ity company giveaway look reasonable by 
comparison. But it is going to take the re- 
election of John Major to gel nuclear into 
the private sector. 



Manweb directors enjoy £3-4m 
payoff bonanza after takeover 


• ^Better off: John Roberts, Manweb chief executive, who gains over £lm from 
termination of a two-year rolling contract, shave options and shares Photograph: UPPA 


MARY PAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Directors of Manweb, the re- 
gional firm taken over hsi week 
by Scottish Power after a fierce 
battle, left the company with 
payoffs estimated to be worth 
between £3m and £4m. The 
main benefidaiy is thought to 
be John Roberts, Man web’s 
chief executive, who gains more 
than £lm from termination of 
his two-year rolling contract, 
share options and shares. 

As the final chapter of Man- 
web’s struggle closed, Texas 
Energy Partners withdrew its bid 
fra- another regional firm, Nor- 
web, after a knockout £l.Sbn bid 
on Wednesday by rival North 
West Vihter. Tfexas is now be- 
lieved to be preparing to launch 
a fresh bid for another d ectric i ty 
company. 

Scottish Power, which by last 
Friday night owned or had ac- 
ceptances in respect of 61 per 


Daiwato 
dose trust 
arm in 
New York 


RtCHARO LLOVD-RARRY 

Tokyo 

The embattled Daiwa Bank has 
decided to liquidate one of its 
New York subsidiaries, as the 
Japanese government struggles 
lo distance itself from foe scan- 
dal of the bank's huge losses on 
the New York bond market 
According to sources quoted 
by the Kyodo news agency yes- 
terday, the bank’s US trust aim, 
Daiwa Bank Thist, udll be dosed 
down and its business trans- 
. ferred to other Daiwa branches. 
'Between 1984 and 1987 two 
, y %nployees of the company in- 
If curved losses of $97m, which 
1 were finally written off in Sep- 
tember last year. They came to 
% light only this month during in- 
1, vestigations into a separate bond 
scandal at the parent bank’s 
New York branch, where a se- 
nior dealer, Toshihide Igucfaa, 
racked up losses of $l.!bn dur- 
ing II years of illegal trades. 

The US authorities are in- 
vestigating both cases on the 
suspicion that Daiwa may have 
deliberately concealed the 
losses from banking regulators. 

Last night the director-gen- 
eral of the Japanese Ministry of 
Finance's International Finance 
Bureau, Eisuke Sakakibara, 
conceded for the first time that 
senior Daiwa personnel may 
have acted improperly in keep- 


Montagu to pay £170m 
in B&C settlement 


JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Samuel Montagu, the merchant 
bank owned by HSBC is to pay 
£160m plus £10m costs in an 
out-of-court settlement to the 
; administrators of British & 
Commonwealth, the crashed 
financial conglomerate built up 
by John Gunn in the 1980s. 

This represents the UK's 
biggest single payment on record 
to creditors of a bust company. 

Sir William Purves, chair- 
man of HSBC, intervened per- 
sonalty to engineer a settlement 
of the complex “Quadrex" liti- 
gation which has dragged on for 
seven years. 

The deal clears the way for a 
payout by the administrators of 
a further £227m, representing 
15p in the pound to creditors of 
B&C Holdings and 5p in the 
pound to those of B&C Group 
finance. 

The administrators, Stephen 
Adamson of Erast & Tbung and 
Peter Phillips of Buchler 
Phillips, are in the process of dis- 
tributing a total of £l-25bn. 

The biggest creditor is Law 
Debenture Corporation, which 
is trustee to a number of pen- 
sion fund investments. Others 
owed large sums include Bar- 
clays, Midland, Royal Bank of 
Scotland, Credit Lyonnais and 
ClV 8 ?* Manhattan 

The case, concerned the 
aborted sale of B&C’s money- 
broking division to Quadrat in 
1987. 

Mr Gunn, now no longer 


connected with B&C, agreed to 
sell the money-broking side to 
Qaudrex, then run by American 
entrepreneur Gary Kksch. Fol- 
lowing the collapse of stock- 
markets in October 1987 
Quadrex palled out of the deal, 
and B&C then sued the com- 
pany and foe adviser on the 
deal, Samuel Montagu. B&C 
claimed that the merchant bank 
had underwritten the deal, 
while the bank denied this. 

B&C then l ost £500m ever the 
disastrous acquisition of At- 
lantic Computers -still the sub- 
ject of litigation. B&C went 
into administration in 1990 with 
debts of flbn. Mr Phillips was 

appointed co-administrator and 
took over the legal case against 





John Gunn: still facing DTI (fisqualification proceedings 


way the bank reported the 
Daiwa Trust business to us, he 
said, "because it docs suggest 
some involvement on the part 
of the management.” 

The affair is very embarrass- 
ing to the Ministry of Finance, 
which is struggling to rebut sug- 
gestions that it colluded with 
Daiwa in concealing Mr Iguchi's 
fraud. The former Daiwa chair- 
man, Akira Fujila. visited the 
ministry’s banking bureau on 
8jtyjgust and said the bank was 
investigating the losses. 

In the days following this 
meeting, Daiwa actively in- 
creased its funding operations, 
in an apparent attempt to cov- 
er its lossW. But the first that the 

US Federal Reserve knew of foe 

problem was on IS September. 


Unipart in £2m tax scheme 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Unipart, the car spares and 
components company, put al- 
most £2m into special accounts 
so directors could avoid likely 
tax rises on high earners should 
foe Labour Party be elected, n 
emerged last nigh t. 

The money was put aside six 

days before foe 1992 general 

election, and was drawn upon by 

foe directors over foe next three 
financial years, ending in Man* 
1995. 

Unipart, which has paid 
£80000 to the Conservative 
party ewer foe past two years, 


said foe scheme would not be 
reintroduced because Tbny Blair 
was not promising to hit high 
earners. Other senior staff were 
also believed to have been 
granted similar schemes as a 
“hedge 7 ’ against foe election of 
a Labour government. 

The schemes were not un- 
common at other companies, 
and were reported in the Uni- 
part accounts, though the rea- 
sons were not given. Blit at a 
rime of increasing concern 
about directors' remuneration, 
news of the Unipart schemes 
could come at a sensitive time. 
Shareholders are said to be 


split over a bid from the com- 
pany’s former owners, Rover, 
thought to be around £300m. 
The bid has been rebuffed* but 
a higher one is now expected. 

Unipart said that since foe 
Conservatives were re-elected, 
no-one benefited from foe 
arrangements. The four direc- 
tors were chief executive John 
Neill, managing director Rank 
HemSwortb and two others, 
Tony Mourqne and Muir Mof- 
fatt. Mr NdD. currently earns 
£490,000 a year, and foe others 
between £190,000 and £330,000 
according" to foe latest arwual 
repot. 


cent of Manweb 's shares, has re- 
placed Mr Roberts with Mike 
Kinski, one of hs own directors. 
Ian Robinson. Scottish Power’s 
chief executive, becomes chair- 
man of Manweb. 

Mr Robinson called on all re- 
maining Manweb sharehold- 
ers to accept the £l.lbn offer - 
worth £9.90 per share - which 
has now been recommended by 
the outgoing board. But the 
Scottish group is thought to be 
surprised at foe amount of 
money it has had to pay to foe 
former directors of foe elec- 
tricity finn. 

City analysts continued to 
speculate over which electrici- 
ty company would be the next 
to. fall. Tfexas Energy, a part- 
nership between Houston In- 
dustries and Central South 
West, is known to have a short- 
list of favoured targets. One in- 
dustry source said: “They will 
anatyse their options. The pres- 
sure to move is that these re- 


gional firms are a dying breed. 
They are becoming extinct.” 
Texas Energy said: “North 
West Water's further increased 
offer valued at £1 1.70 is at a lev- 
el where we see no merits for 
our shareholders to compete for 
Norweb. We wish the share- 
holders, customers and em- 


The pressure to 
act is that these 
companies are a 
dying breed 


ployees of Norweb and North 
West Water well.” 

Tom Shockley, co-chairman 
of Tfexas, said that the partners 
continue to believe in foe ra- 
tionale underlying foe bid for 
Norweb, which at one point bad 
been favoured by the electrici- 


ty firm’s board. The Takeover 
Panel gave Tfexas Energy per- 
mission to withdraw without 
having issued its offer docu- 
ment. which industry sources 
said will allow ft more flexibil- 
ity in coming back with a dif- 
ferent bid 

Shares in London Electrici- 
ty jumped by 29p to £9.27 as 
Gty analysts singled it out as the 
likeliest alternative for the US 
group or for a bid from Thames 
Water. There was also specula- 
tion that Yorkshire Electricity 
could fall prey to either Tfexas 
or to GEG 

North West Water, whose 
£11.70 per share offer has been 
criticised in foe City as “very 
overpriced”, yesterday look its 
stake in Norweb to 29.9 per 
cenL The company will seek 
shareholder approval for the ac- 
quisition at an Extraordinary 
Genera] Meeting in Manches- 
ter today. 

Unions attacked the plans to 


merge North West with Nor- 
web, predicting that thousands 
of jobs mil go. Unison, the pub- 
lic sector union, plans to lobby 
foe EGM, dressed as “fat cats”, 
under foe banner “Public ser- 
vice not private sleaze”. 

A union spokesman said that 
foe takeover would benefit rally 
directors and large sharehold- 
ers rather than customers. 
North West has admitted that 
foe takeover will not feed 
through in lower bids for water 
customers for several years. 

One City analyst warned of 
the regulatory and political 
risks faring the enlarged group, 
which will now be subject to 
price controls and scrutiny by 
two watchdogs. Offer and 
OfwaL 

Earlier this week Jack Cun- 
ningham, Labour’s trade and in- 
dustry spokesman, demanded 
foe entire electricity industry be 
referred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 


HfllSamueL Quadrex had since 
collapsed, leaving nothing to sue. 

Yesterday’s settlement was 
welcomed by Mr Phillips as 
“brilliant news” but leaves a 
number of remaining prob- 
lems. Mr Gram is stifl feriog dis- 
qualification proceedings as a 
director by foe Department of 
Trade and Industry. And the ad- 
ministrators are fighting a 
ft 50m legal etflim by foe Inlan d 
Revenue concerning foe sale of 
Ifelerate by B&C in 1985. 

The administrators are also 
suing BZW, the investment 
bank owned by Barclays, and 
Spicer & Oppenheim, an ac- 
countancy firm now part of 
Touche Ross, for well over 
£60flm. 


You really can be confident in 

FRENCH, SPANISH 
GERMAN or ITALIAN 
in 3 ‘/a weeks. 


Yob get a much warmer response when you 
travel and command more raped Id btsmess, 
H you speak another language. It also helps 
greatly with school progress. 

But many people ate put off learning a language 
because they fear it takes too long, wiH be too 
difficult or bluntly, will be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. The common complaint Is "I can read a 
bit of French -but I cant speak it’ 

Accelerated Learning Is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
learn the way you learned English - through a 
unique combi nati on of seeing, hearing and 
doing. 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEAR! 


Physical Learning. By imitating the actions on 
a uruque video ami repeating the phrases you 
see on super titles, you learn key vocabulary 
quickly and easily, watehkig and Imitating is how 
you started to speak as a child. 

AgdRuy Leaning. You Hsten to a series of 
realistic and intriguing radio plays on 12 
cassettes. You become absorbed in the story 
and motivated to tear what's next Die plays 
cover all the Important situations you’ll meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily fn a natural way. 

There are parts you can practise hi the car and 
even a part where the story Is repeated to music, 
a technique that involves the left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain (music and creativity). 
The words become as easy to remember as a 
song. 

Vlsnal Learning. In your course the foreign 
language has the English text immediately 
alongside. It helps you absorb the words 
naturally and easily. Then key phrases are vividly J 
and memorably illustrated through ’Memory 1 
Maps'. When you recall the images, you recall J 
the words. 


* ^ 



Total Involvement There are dozens of games 
and activities to get you using your new 
language in natural and enjoyable ways. One, the 
Name Game, unlocks foe meaning of thousands 
of words from foe very first day. 

IfS foe unique multi-media combination that 

S your whole brain and gets you 

1 confidently in such a short time. And 
immunicalion gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


We invite you to order with 
( /treeS A this reassurance. Wfe will not 
VqJJMAL^yprocess your cheque or credit 
card for at least 15 days after 
we dispatch your course. If you 
are not completely satisfied foal this is foe 
fastest and most enjoyable* way to leam a 
language, simply return the programme and you 
will have paid nothing. That'S how sure we are. 


‘zcamDniqni'Z'anwraieaaa" 
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FREE 


A 



TRIPLE 

BONUS 

Onfcr a language coma 
uShfllOffljsoiiWHiB 


• The Secrets of Learning a 
tennage-minvAmle 
gnfebook. 


THE METHOD WORKS 


Education Hews says, “It's radically ditferratt - 
there are so many features about it that 
recommend it to the (earner." The Bankers 
Institute of New Taalmal stys, “Accelerated 
Learning is the new competitive weapon.” 

Mensa says, "It's revolutionary.' The Daily Mail 
reported that “Children using Accelerated Learning 
are racing ahead.” The results are spectacular.” 

BBC and ITV news recently reported on a school 
where isi flms more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marks compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

Australian TV news reported "Astonishing 
fluency.” They did two years wort fn three 
months.” 

Huadreds of companies tor whom proficiency is 
vital use Accelerated Learning for language and 
general training- such as Air UK. Boeing, Boots. 
Esso, IBM, Kodak, fCl. Rover, Glaxo, Sony, Tesco. 
Nestle, Lloyds Banket. 


FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY 


Can you really speak well in 3v ; weeks? Yes, 
the record so far was 31 hours of study to pass 
the Institute of linguists Preliminary Certificate. 
Think what you could achieve In a month! 

Order today on FREEPHONE (0800) 243351 
(24 hours) or use foe coupon below. 

rFrendTc] German □"! 
| Spanish* □ Italian 

I ->m I»ii n . w I 

[ J enctasa my preferred mettwd of psymertf (wttch oi() be J 

| processed only alts 1 decole &i kffip my cowse) | 

■ □ One fui peymem at £99 [pfus £5^0 24HR Detvery) - > 
| Total EiMJQ OR [] An ioftial deposa of E3&S0 Itndudng * 


abm clock rihmrid 


• The Ptysnl Learning 
Video - foal immerses 
you in the lavage. 

A total bonus nlu of £20! 
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The accelerated learning method 


| Signature _____ 

, S Bfll TO: AC CELERATED LEARNING SYSTEMS, a 
I FREEPOST, AYIESBURY.BUCKS. HP22 4B« | 

IQBBIlQl£HHSTSlBBlID,5iA}kstayH M feiDiCbia l fi)lestenLBatotf&5NI Teteptee Earles |t129B] 631177 I ££££□ ^ 
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I enclose my cheque for £ or debt my 

Vna/Arass card Expiry dafe....^.. 
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Etam’s shares have already halved over the 
fast year, so yesterday's 15p fall to I52 p 
was a dear indication of the market s grow- 
ing concerns about the wonienswear man- 
ufacturer. Having ditched most of its 
board and spelled out a four-point “pro- 
gramme for change*' it would be tempt- 
ing to see the company as another retail 
recovery story. Perhaps - our advice to bar- 
gain hunters remains lo think twice. 

Half-year losses of £3.85ra included a 
one-off £2.98m reorganisation charge 
but, even stripping it out, there was a 
£660,000 loss from sales of £107m, com- 
pared with last year’s £5 .5m return from 
sales of £1 13m. While the company is fo- 
cusing on reducing costs and increasing ef- 
fidency, the element of the profit equation 
that really matters - taking shoppers’ mon- 
ey — is heading the wrong way fast 

Etam’s four-part plan includes estab- 
lishing a strong management structure, 
beefing up its tired product lines and im- 
proving the appearance of the stores, ra- 
tionalising the information technology 
and management reporting systems, and 
cutting costs. If that sounds a lit tie like re- 
building the whole business, it is. 

What worries analysts, however, is that, 
unlike say Laura Ashley, Etam has never 
been a particularly badly run business. It 
is not clear that there is enough scope for 
variable cost savings to make a serious 
difference. 

The costs that really do need to be reined 
in are. unfortunately, fixed. Like Ra triers, 
Ramos and Next in its darkest hour in 1991, 
Etam suffers from a wonyingly high ra- 
tio of rent to sales, an overhead it can do 
little to reduce while continuing to trade. 

The only way of reducing the ratio is to 
increase sales. The only way of doing that 
is to redefine Etam’s target audience away 
from cash-strapped young working girls 
who have traditionally bought their office 
clothes from the shop and are now tak- 
ing their custom to more exciting outlets. 
Next is back as a serious competitor, as is 
BhS, which is taking business away and 
making pricing strategies extremely diffi- 
cult to judge. 

Fiam was frank about prospects yes- 
terday. There has been no improvement 
in trading since the last of this year s string 
of profits warnings and the signs are that 
pre-tax profits, £10.2m last year, might be 
as low as this time. With a sharply cut 

interim dividend pointing to a big reduc- 
tion at the full-year stage, the shares don't 
even have any yield support Despite 
their precipitous decline over the past 12 
months they have further to fall. 


Fire- war record 
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thelatest industry survey points to a fur- 
ther slowdown in growth. 

Profits of £15m before an expected 
£lm reorganisation provision this year 
would put the shares, unchanged at 220p, 
on a prospective multiple of just under 
14. About right. 

Tunnel is a black 
spot for BAA 

BAA confirmed the perversity of mar- 
kets yesterday, rising l3p to 482p on 
worse- than-expected September traffic 
figures and a profits downgrade from 
UBS, the broker. As usual it has made 
sense to sell on the expectation of bad 
news and buy once it is confirmed. 

Actually, the 3.4 per cent rise in pas- 
senger numbers in September com- 
pared with the same month last year 
disguised strong growth from most cl the 
routes using BAAs seven airports. The 


Future set fair 
at David Brown 


David Brown, once better known for 
its tractors and Aston Martin sports 
cars, is today rapidly re-establishing the 
engineering business on which it was 
founded in the last century. The for- 
merly family-owned company owes its 
renaissance to the 1990 buyout that 
brought in two former FKI executives 
to lead the management of the group. 

The record since then has been im- 
peccable, with profits rising from 
£ 3 . 85 m in 1991 to£125m last year, and 
half-way results to July show no sign 
of any let-up - the pre-tax figure is up 
15 per cent to £6.57m. 

Despite the rights issue at 205p that 
accompanied May’s move to mop up 
the re maining David Brown family- 
owned engineering companies, un- 
derlying earnings per share have 
moved up 12 per cent to 7.4p. The 
company is holding to its forecast that 
the four companies will be earnings en- 


hancing in a full year. A reorganisa- 
tion should see margins, now around 
7 per cent, lifted closer to the group 
average of over 10. 

More of a disappointment in the half 
year was the heavy pumps business, 
which saw profits dive 35 per cent on 
sales down 39 per cent. Management 
blames the timing of sales and tech- 
nical specification changes by its Far 
Eastern customers, but with record or- 
der books and recent strong trading It 
is cautiously optimistic of making up 
the lost ground in the second half. 

Another historic under-performer, 
the Radicon industrial gearbox man- 
ufacturer, is responding well to the in- 
troduction of new ranges and a £3m 
investment programme will double ca- 
pacity over the next 12 months. 

Future group sales are almost com- 
pletely underwritten by order books 
now standing at an all-time high of 
£132m. Added protection is derived 
from Brown’s lessening dependence on 
the domestic market, which has been 
cut from 70 per cent five years ago to 
just 16 per cent now -just as well, as 


which grew ty anty 12 percent, clobbered 
by the popularity of the Channel TbnnePs 
rail routes to Paris and Brussels. 

As a result, UBS cut its pre-tax fore- 
cast for the year to March by £20m to 
£410m. It wiped a similar amount off the 
following year’s forecast, now pencilled 
in at£460m. 

The shares bounced partly out of re- 
lief that the traffic numbers and down- 
grade were iro worse. Over the past three 
months, the shares have under- 
performed the rest of the umket by 7 per 
cent Over the past month they have 
slipped almost a tenth from 532p, lag- 
ging the market by a a ipifar margin. 

Long-term, the outlook is stiD bright 
for tfae airport operator cum retailer. It 
enjoys highly reliable in come from both 
its main activities, volumes are likely to 
remain buoyant as the azdines fight tooth 
and ™ii for market share, slashing 
prices in the process, and BAAs market 
remains attractively wealthy and captive. 

A large slug of the company’s income 
comes from duty-free retailing, where it 
enjoys gross ma rgins of perhaps 70 per 
cent It is little wonder that the shares 
have been such strong performers over 
a longer time frame. 

On a prospective prioe/eamings ratio 
of 14 to March 1997, the shares stand 
at a small premium to the rest of the mar- 
ket but are much less highly rated than 
usual. After their recent weakness they 
remain attractive. . 


Time Products in good tick 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 

Time Products, the watches 
and handbags distributor, yes- 
terday painted a rosy picture of 
the future as it reported a 


Marcus Mar- 


gulies. said that he viewed the 
future with confidence as the 
group continued to focus on 
brand enhancement and con- 
centrate its efforts on areas 
that would provide long-term 
growth for the company. 

The luxury watch operations 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Thniwgg 

3.48m (3J8m) 
107m (98.4m) 

0Jt2m ( 0 . 02 m) 
70.9m (59.7m) 
2fl.ftn (52.6m) 
107m Qian) 
18.7m (193m) 
76.0 (66.1ml 
3a6m p7-2m) 
8.43m (8.79ml 
1.78m (1.25cn) 


-0.70m (0.03m) 
12.6m (ICLflm) 
2J5m (1.20m) 
6.57m (5,69m) 
0.3m (-&31m) 
-3.84m (4.73m) 
-6.68m (-0.84m) 
7J3mfi21m) 
5An (4.7m) 
O.llm (0.04m) 
ao4m (-o.i9ni| 


- 4 -Sp ( 1 - 4 p) 
5 . 87 p ( 5 . 06 p) 
4.BPE5P) 
MpftjW 

0 . 7 p (-21 ip) 
- 6 . 120 ( 4 . 280 ) 
- 34 p j-OJlQ) 
18 . 84 Q ( 16 . 69 p) 
7 . 0 Bp ( 5 . 85 p) 
U»p (Q 36 p) 
0.1 P (- 0 . 6 p) 


gjpggw 

I.Bp (1.35p) 
1.26p(1-1Sp) 

2- 40 (Z2Sp) 

na(m) 

0 -SPP- 95 P) 

■*(»*) 

5-7M5-50) 

3- 50 P-25Q) 
0-25p(ri) 
1*0*1 


in the UK and US - which have 
expanded rapidly in recent 
years -had shown more growth, 
the chairman said. “Our Judith 
Leiber division in the US has 
made further satisfactory 
progress. The new collection of 
Judith Leiber fashion jeweller 
has been well received.'’ 

In 1993, Time paid $17m 
(£ 10.5m) for Leiber, which 
makes handbags retailing at 
between $2,000 and $3,000 
each. The plan at the time of the 
acquisition was to use Leiber to 
launch an international luxury 
goods business based on 
women’s accessories. 

His comments accompanied 
half-way figures to July show- 
ing pre-tax profits up 18 per cent 
to £5-54m, taking earnings per 


United Energy builds 
platform to recovery 


share from 5.85p to 7.02p. The 
interim dividend is raised 7.7 per 
cent to 3.5p. Turnover advanced 
from £37 2m to £3S.6m, while 
operating profits rose from 
£4.55m to £5.40m. 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

United Energy, focneriy known 
as Falcon Resources, made a 
post-tax profit of £35, 000 in the 
first half of the year, compared 
with a loss of £193.000 in the 
same period last j«ar. The com- 
pany, whose main operations 
are the development and pro- 
duction of oil and gas interests 
in the US and Europe, in- 
creased its turnover to £l.Sbn 
in the six months to 30 June, 
from £1.2bn a year ago. 

The United chairman, John 
BiUington, said the company 
had a strong platform on which 
to continue to develop the busi- 
ness in the oQ, gas ana wider ; en- 
ergy sectors. He was optimistic 
that the progress made in the 
first half could be built on - 
group production was about 
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Public Notices 



OFFICE of the 
RAIL REGULATOR 


The Railways Act 1993 
Licence Applications by 

WEST ANGLIA GREAT NORTHERN 
RAILWAY 

(“the applicant") 

Principal address of the applicant: 

Hertford House, I Camwood Street . London EC 1 V 9 GT 
Kredors of the appheant: 

John Graeme Nelson, Someth Bad, 

DmU WUcock , Geoffrey HctOcy Maynard 

The Rail Regulator hereby gives notice in 
accordance with section 8 (4) of the Railways Act 
1993 that he proposes to grant a passenger licence, a 
non -passenger licence, a station licence and a light 
maintenance depot licence, to the applicant on die 
grounds chat, snbjecr to compliance with all 
necessary legal requirements, ic appears to him to be 
a fit and proper person to be the holder of such 
licences and to operate the railway assets in question. 
The applicant is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the 
British Railways Board. Any ' person who wishes to 
make any representation or objection with respect to 
the proposed licences should send such 
re p resent ati ons or objections to: 

liyna Terlecky. Assistant Direct or , 

Pauer^ei Services Regulation, 

Office of the Rad Regulator, I Waterhouse Square, 
138-142 Hoibom. London EC IN 2 ST 

not later than 10th November 1995. 

Dated 13th October 1995 John Swift QC 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER tor that special 
M. 1 642-1995, moot Muuuv* 
abfa. Ideal birthday gift. Roman* 
bar Whon. D*01B1-6B8 8323. 


Notice of AppgMnm ofUMdator 


(Formerty Hughes Pump Sates UiQ 
Notice is hereby gteatbatl, H. W. 
TouImi HIM, of Morioy & Scott, 
ttaroraftam House, 19 Booodary 
Road. Hove, East Susan WO 4EF, 
was appointed UtpMaior oi toe 
above-named Company on foe 
ZSftSeptamto 1985 by 8 m MoWxxs 
and Credteo. Dated Me Z8W18B5. 

K. W. ToUtoy, Liquidator 


Unusual Gifts 



A BIRTH DATE Mempapec. Frmr- 
phone (0600) 908609. 




m 


Independent 
Christmas Gift 
Guide 

starts on Satur- 
day 

28th October 
for more 
information 
please call 
0171 293 
2323/2344 


Books 


T7DT7'\TY''?TJr language magazine 

rJCVClN L>±1 FOR UK READERS 

IgHrOMiv ifamrlre at Ic mantanc en francos pour 1 cm lecaans 
bruanniqiMS. 0 cat coll ra Kyle dticd a ronueiu bcaucoup 
tfankis aur mx g uicm e de sujet, - x mi alge. nutane. WographJe, 
jetot de mots. «c. 

Selected for UK Radas, ankfas coaain many nansfadom Jkb to 
assist undesandiag and eafoyntenL For those -who wish to 
improve their gaop of spoken French, an audio cassette with 
recunings of adcacd ankJes accompanies esdt issue. tTrtor cKraJ. 
YeaA sohoertpeion to magaKae (Wt bi-monthly anah *14.70. 
Year's to audio CMsellese *27^0. 

Trial ccpy of aagsaine 62 M. TrbJ enreae. * 5 - 30 . 

<All items pot« UK.J Payneitt to; 

la WrOii fu s Afurh ft SSkycOgac. MiMiiwinr , Krirt MTT1 58a 


sdfiog price remained similar to 
last year at just under £70,000 
with a i»rt-eso±ang 2 scheme b^- 
ing used for a quarter of sales. 
First-time homes accounted for 
42 percent of outpnL 
John Maunders, chairmanij 
does not expect a significant 
change in market conditions. “It 
s unrealist ic to any 

dramatic chang e in the marker 
in the short term, but through 
our marketing incentives we wig 
be able to achieve our targets 
in the current half, although 
margins are under procure. 

“Low inflation and interest 
rates mean the dimate has nev- 
er been better for house buyers,” 
Mi Maunders said, “but there is 
just a general lack of confi- 
dence among potential buyers.” 
The final dividend is in- 
creased from 3.25p from 3-05 




year. The shares moved op Ip 







Michael Steinhardt: New Ybrfc is betting he will be back Photograph: New Mark Times 


double that of this time last year 
and at record levels. 

‘The Woodbine and Renown 
p rope rti es have been integrated 
successfully into the existing 
portfolio in the US and we have 
identified areas with potential 
for increased production and/or 
reduced operating costs with the 
intention of implementing these 
improvements prior to the year 
end,” he said. 

In addition, the company 
had significant interests in two 
fields that it believed were po- 
tential candidates for water- 
fkxxfing - a technique in which 
water is swept through a field, 
pushing the oil ahead of it in the 
hopes of enhancing recoverable 
reserves. But the reserves at- 
tributable to these had yet to be 
included in the mid-year re- 
serves pending further engi- 
neering evaluation, he said. 

Maunders 
fears for 
margins 

DAVID HELUER 

John Maunders, the North- 
west and South of England 
house-builder, said its margins 
were under attack as it stewed 
to tempt boose purchasers back 
into the market 
The company sold 1,089 
booses in tbe year to June, 
against 949 the previous year, 
but the squeeze on margins 
meant that profits before taxfor 
the year were up a modest 
13ncrcent at £7£Bm, compared 
th £6 .2m ' 


The sodden retirement of 
Michael Steinhardt, the 
hugely wealthy hedge hind 
manager, hasn ’t exactly 
shaken Wall Street to its 
foundations. The portly 54- - 
year-old financier has been 
threatening to “do some- 
thing important with his life” 
for the last 15 years: The 
question on the lips of Man- 
hattan^ elite is whether he 
can do h without making a 
mess of iL 

While Mr Steinhardt finds 
little difficulty in making . 
lorry-loads of money (in- 
vestors in the worlds third- 
largest hedge fund have seen 
a return of 243 per cent a .. 
year over the last 28 years), 
he has struggled wife his 
other pursuits. '■ 

He last retired 17 years 

ag n trave lling fo Israel to 

cultivate his spiritual fife. 
There he began collecting 
antique synagogue donation 
bares and returned to the . 
US with more than 100 of 
the icons. Tragically, many of 
them proved to be fake. 

Attempts to provide a bird 
sanctuary on his estate for 
the American steamer duck 
were equally unsuccessful - 
He built the lake. He built 
the island. But the dudes 
showed not the slightest in- 
terest in landing there. 


The jury is still out on his 
ability to cultivate flowers. 
However, Brooklyn botanists 
remain eternally grateful for 
the $3m be donated to the 
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens. 

Whatever he decides to 
do. New York is betting he 
wiD be back. Soros could do 
worse than, put the Quantum 
Rmd into the action. 

The money continues to roll 
in at Baring Brothers f they 
will not countenance the ING 
prefix). The corporate finance 
arm vriD earn £6m from its 
work on the XJqyds Bank/TSB 
merger. Together with the 
foes from the Glaxo/Wsll- 
comle deal, this puts it up at 
the top of tbe mergers and 


will any of this money go 
to bondholders still owed 
£100m? “Er, probably not,” 
mumbles an M&A mao. 

The ftafeOe ceasefire in Birm- 
ingham is over. The battle 
between private client stock- 
brokers for this frontier terri- 
tory erupted again this w eek 
when the office of BWD 
ftensburgwas raided by Wi- 
liams de Broe. There were no 
survivors. This is the second 
de Broe offensive in as many 
months. It also captured 
Bikuben in Wolverhampton. 


Don’t be surprised ff the Labour Party suddenly pops up on 
the share register of National Westminster Bank. Douglas 
Hard starts his new job as deputy chairman of NatWest 
Markets on Monday and his service contract will be available 
for inspection at the bank’s headquarters. 

One of the more interesting nuggets to be unearthed will be 
die salary payed to the former Foreign Secretary. Unhappily 
the much-sought-after document will maty be available to 
shareholders. 

As yet no information is available on Mr Hurd’s new office, 
other than that it will be on the prestigious ninth floor. 
Details on the colour of tbe carpets, type of desk and that 
sort of thing are not being divulged. Mr Hurd took his non- 
executive seat on bank’s main board on Wednesday 


The Rensburg defections^ 
appear to have been sparkeu 
by tire sudden departure of 
top dog Roger Mills. There 
followed an “either he slays 
or we go” ultimatum from 
tfae troops. He didn’t and 
neither did they. 

But the bloodshed docs 
not stop there. Brown Ship- 
ley bas defected to Harris 
Allday and Greig Middleton 
is looking to repair an 11- 
man hole following a defec- 
tion to Brewin Dolphin. Oh, 
and Henderson Crosthwaite 
is looking to start up^ 

Richard Holloway, linguist, 
cricketer and erstwhile 
mouthpiece of the recently 
swallowed SG Warburg, has 
found a borne with the Mail- 
land Consultancy. But the 
news has not being greeted 
warmly at Lowe Bell, the 
agency that took over the PR 
for the enlarged SBC-Whr- 
burg. “It’s a bit like the 
Prince of Wales becoming a 
warden, in the Royal parks,” 
sniffs one. 

Some friction possibly*? 
Allies point out that Angus 
Maitland’s firm has some 
very good clients, including 
Mercury Asset Management , 
the SBC Warburg fund maqft 
. agement arm. 

’Yesterday’s conflagration at 
the headquarters of Rupert 
Murdoch’s Australian news- 
paper operations - coming 
so shortly after dire warnings 
on the rising cost of news- 
print - is nothing more than 
a coincidence, we can report. 
Fire officials said there were 
no suspicious circumstances. 

The great man watched 
the blaze from the safety of a 
car park, having stayed long 
enough “to make sure the 
staff were OK.” 


You've planned 
your new business. 

Now write 
pour business plan. 

Page 18 shows you bow. 
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DATA BANK 


FT-SE 100 
3,523.8 P49.S 
FT-SE 250 
3,936.4 +16:6 
FT-SE .350 -?• • 
1,758.0 +20:7 
SEAQVOUiME 


Bunzl takes its turn as the popular takeover target 


3Q f 518 

; Gilts; lnctex - v . 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


r.- •3V ; 





TTie takeover rumours that 
have infested sector after sec- 
tor yesterday spread to paper 
and packaging and homed in 
on Bunzl, which reversed a fall 
in eariy trading to dose 2 p 
higher at 193p on speculation 
that International Paper of 
the US may mount a bid. 

Almost 2 million Bunzl 
shares were traded, ahhnngh 
a large part of the volume was 
said to be the tail-end of a sell 
order from an institutional 
investor. 

BunzTs shares have recov- 
ered steadily following the 
plunge to 55p during the 
height of the recession. At 
yesterday’s closing price, Bnn- 
zi is worth more than £85 Om. 
The company is now in rude 
health, a reflection of the 
dear-out of a hotch-potch of 
businesses by Tbxy Habgood 
since he became chief execu- 
tive in 1991. 

Despite the success of Mr 

Habgoorfs strategy and the ac- 


: in the share 
price over the last four years, 
however, the company is trad- 
ing on a price earnings multi- 
ple of 125, which is below the 
market average of 13.6. 

The main attraction for In- 
ternational Paper, dealers said, 
would be the company's com- 
manding position in America 
forjsupp^mg packaging to 

One dealer said that any 
move by International Paper 
could well raise the acquisitive 
sights of Jefferson Snmrfit, 
the Irish company which has 
spent the last M years buying 
its way to pole position in the 
world league for paper and 
board makers. Shares in Jef- 
ferson Snmrfit rase 7p to 187p. 
The Bunri bid rumour was just 
One of dozens that sent share 
prices soaring. Even wone- 
than-expected inflation fig- 
ures were only a minor irritant 
for a market that is convinced 
that the continuing spate of 
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takeovers will be capped by the 
toother of all deals. 

The speculative list of 
takeover targets is now so long 
that & is sarpriszog that the ac- 
tuarial profession has not de- 
vised a separate index to track 
their progress. Volume trading 
was good, with almost 750 
million shares traded. There 
were more than 30,000 
bargains. 

Hading in shares and op- 
tions of Grand Metropolitan, 

the international food and 

drinks group, was particularly 
heavy amid further rumours 
that Kohlberg Kravis Roberts, 
the American leveraged buy- 
out specialist, was considering 
a break-up bid. GrandMet is 


basically marfa up of three 
parts: the ID V drinks business, 
which is one of the biggest in 
the world; the Burger 
fast-food operation; and fc 
which encompasses PiOsbury, 
Pet and Green Giant 

GrandMet’s shares climbed 
14p to 44 Ip, which values the 
company at around £9.7bn. 
More than 1,500 call option 
contracts, each covering 1 mil- 
lion shares at 500p each, were 
struck on the November series. 

Continued excitement over 
the Lloyds Bank merger with 
TSB pushed Royal Bank of 
ScottamTs shares 19p higher to 
502p. The shares already trad- 
ed at a premium to the bank- 
ing sector, principally due to 


RBS’s profits powerhouse, 
the Direct Line insurance 
business. Abbey National, 
ahead 21p to 570, is the mar- 
ket's favourite suitor mainly 
because the North-South ge- 
ographical link would match 
that of the new Lloyds TSB 
group. 

More than 10 miffion shares 
were dealt in RBS, and trad- 
ing in Abbey National topped 
9 milli on. A key 23 per cent of 
RBS is owned by just two 
shareholders - Banco San- 
tander of Spain with 10 per 
cent and Mercury Asset Man- 
agement with 13 per cent. 

Gartmore shot up another 
13p to a year's high of 289p 
amid strong speculation that 
the fund management group 
would be under new manage- 
ment by the end of next week. 
BAT Industries, the financial 
services and tobacco group, is 
tipped as one of the main suit- 
ors, along with National West- 
minster bank. Shares in BAT 


finned 2p to 546p, and 
NatWcst gained 9p to 621p. 

Traders believe that the 
eventual buyer will have to pay 
more than£40Om for the con- 
trolling 75 per cent stake 
owned by Banque Indosuez, 

Henderson Adminis tration 
gained I Ip to l£24p, lnvesco 
added Sp to 226p, and Per- 
petual advanced 33p to l,740p, 
with investors convinced that 
the loser in the fight for Gart- 
more will launch a strike 
against another fund manage- 
ment group. 

The media pitch was awash 
with tumours. Telegraph 
dosed 6 p higher at 436p de- 
spite denials from Pearson, up 
3p to 611p, that it was consid- 
ering a bid. There was gossip 
in late trading that Conrad 
Black would tighten his control 
over the Tfelegraph by splash- 
ing out £30m for a furthers per 
cent of the shares. He already 
controls 585 per cent of the 
stock. 


TAKING STOCK 


□Shares in Unipalm in- 
creased Up U> 425p as rn- 
mours swiiied that a counter 
-bid was on the way, possibly 
from the Dutch KPN tele- 
coms group. The rumours 
came just a day after UUNET 
of the US made an agreed 
£97m bid for Uuquhn, re- 
cently canght up In contro- 
versy after it said a bid would 
be made at considerably be- 
low the p revai ling 600p mar- 
ket price. KPN is said to have 
approached Unip alm earlier 
this year but was firmly 
rebuffed. 


□ Oxford Molecular, the 
pharmaceuticals group, fired 
a penny to 196 p shortly be- 
fore the dose on some talk 
that it was close to doing 
some more joint venture 
deals in the wake of the re- 
cent tie-ups with Glaxo Well- 
come and Perkin Elmer in 
the US. 
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THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 
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sport 


Harayir displays 
Hern durability 


Racin g 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

HARAYIR won the Challenge 
Stakes at Newmarket yesterday 
to set up what would be, with- 
out a shadow of a doubt, the 
most deserved success in the 
Breeders' Cup later this month. 

The estimable filly may now 
be the avenger at Belmont Park 
for Willie Carson, Dick Hem 
and Sheikh Ham dan A1 Mak- 
toum, who probably still sits boh 
upright in the dead of night at 
the memory of Dayjur’s per- 
formance in New York five 
years ago, when the coh jetti- 
soned certain victory by jump- 
ing the shadow of the stand. 

If hardiness is to be the key 
to the Breeders* Cup Mile, 
then Harayir can easily be en- 
visaged with the winner's gar- 
land across her thick shoulders. 
The daughter of Gulch, who 
beat Soviet Line by half a length 
yesterday, opened her season- 
al account in the 1,000 Guineas 
over the Rowley Mile in May, 
and yesterday’s success on the 
same course was her fourth 
Group race victory of the year. 

It was also further proof of 
Dick Hem's tr aining endurance. 
Every time that followers of the 
sport expect Hem to wheel 
himself into the sunset he comes 
up with yet another talented 
standard-bearer. Hem delights 
in Harayir's achievements and 
versatility and expects even 
more from her. “Harayir has 
won over seven furlongs and a 
mile and is not bad over six fur- 


longs either," he said yesterday. 
“She ran at the Craven mee ting 
in mid-April and it is now mid- 
October and she's still going. 
She's a joy to train. 

“We will have to see what 
Sheikh Ham dan says, but if 
the ground is right and looks 
like being on top, there must be 
a possibility she wiD run in the 
Breeders' Cup Mile. 

“A lot of people said to me 
after Darfur's defeat feat at least 
he will always be remembered, 
but I would much rather have 
won and been forgotten. I won't 
forget that day in a hurr y ” 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Rapaha 
(Newmarket 3.05) 

NB: Polar Prince 
(Newmarket 4.15) 


was pocketed in Cleveland by 
Michael Jarvis, whose Blue Iris, 
a 7,600 guineas purchase, took 
her earnings to almost £144,000 
in the Redcar Two- Year-Old 
Trophy. Residents close to the 
North-East trade had to keep 
their windows closed on Mon- 
day as a huge chemical fire 
raged nearby, and the shutters 
may have been closed again yes- 
terday to prohibit the noise of 
horseflesh, as 26 runners thun- 
dered down the straight. At the 
head of the mass. Blue Iris 
equalled the juvenile course 
record as she beat Cayman Kai 
Jarvis's Newmarket neigh- 
bour, John Gosden, will today 
influence Lanfranco Dettori’s 


decision about appedmg against 
a 10-day baa imposed on 
Wednesday. If the jockey ap- 
peals successfully, he will be free 
to ride Gosden's Tamure in to- 
morrow's Champion Stakes. 

Stanley House's fancied run- 
ner in the Cesaxewitch is oat 
however as the ground is con- 
sidered toofinn forlstabrav who 
had been the second favourite. 

Gosden has missed out on the 
chance of lucre there and he 
may also be casting wistfully at 
the Dubai Wbdd Cup, for which 
48 entrants were announced 
yesterday. Hailing, who was 
formerly trained by Gosden, will 
be one of the favourites for the 
world’s richest race at $4m on 
27 March. Others with the whiff 
of big bocks are Cigar, Fen- 
nekamp, Freedom Cry and 
Sh eikh Mamrinn ’s Rahr i. 

The Sheikh is represented by 
yet another talent today when 
Alhaarth offers his unbeaten 
record for inspection in the 
Dewhurst Stakes. While PA- 
PAHA (nap 3.05) may be the 
best value Ca the day, its the De- 
whurst, despite its meagre 
turnout, which will attract most 
attention. For four of the last five 
years the race's winner has gone 
on to British Classic success. 

Alhaarth’s main rival is 
thought to be DanehiH Dancer, 
but there were distinctly pes- 
simistic noises e manating from 
the latter's camp yesterday and 
it appears that the Sheikh, Hem 
ana Carson should have no 
worries here. They can reserve 
those for shadows over the wa- 
ter in two weeks’ time. 



Naked Welcome (right) beats Secfcar Vale and W hi tec ha pel (left) at Newmarket yesterday Photograph: Adam Scott 


Fallon 
hits out 


Kieran Fallon was in trouble 

day. The stCTWtftb^t Redcar 
gave him a seven-day ban for 
hitting his mount, Fairywings, 
over the head as she was play- 
ing up at the start Fallon was 
banned for six months for drag- 
ging Stuart Webster out of the 
saddle last September and was 
fined for swearing at a starter 
at Pontefract in midsummer. He 
has recently serving an ejght-day 
ban for irresponsible riding. 


NEWMARKET 

235: WUARA was an impressive 
winner at Newbury last time and it 
is worth taking a chance that he can 
show the same level of form on this 
faster surface. Re structur e must be 
feared but his stable is not firing, 
while Ninette may need further. 

OOP 

385: MY BRANCH faces an easier 
taclr lhaTi when talrfng OQ Blue 
Duster last time, but the presence 
of Fapaha precludes confidence. 


IHYPERION^S 



She comes from a stable with a 
strong hand of juvenile fillies and 
th dweD from a had draw in Rio Du - 
vida's race over this track and trip. 


3.46: ALHAARTH, favourite for 
the 1996 2,000 Guineas and Derby, 
has won with something in hand on 
each of his four starts and cm come 
through his toughest test ycL He 
feces famridabk opponents in Dane- 
hill Dancer and Tfegnla, who have 
both won at Group One level, and 
represents a bad betting medium. 

o m 

4.15: LOVELY PROSPECT has 
been let in lightly for her handicap 
debut and can hold Polar Prince. 




130 Shemazzle 
2.00 Projection 
235 WUARA (nap) 
3.05 My Branch 


HYPERION 
3.40 Alhaarth 
4.15 Lovely Prospect 
430 Boundary Express 


Mm in a vtaor has a touch of desperation aboif ft, Utnwr could lead at a good poca un- 
less It ts Wgan wfto Wes a repeal oMhe tmnt-nmng tactics nWch paid off wah a paw 
winton Cton Ban at Newtauty a month b&l He led run credtaMy in a Lfeted race at Baden- 
Baden previously tfira start tor 14 weeks). Al wtdym has been below tbm tn Ms two cub 
id Cate this tarm but Lap Of Luxury won at Sendown ni Ariy before a good second to Tirnan- 
da In a Group ferae Biles' race at tne Cunapi SHa has shea been seat) of 13 to Bm Rons 
owr a mfle hare, fee Rtfrtfy raced Mnetteiwl stay amiyyafif and has a chance because 
it is Just possWe too salt ground she enenreeted when to« to Revere at Goodwood test 
tfene was not IdsaL ■ Sekctioa: RESTRUCTURE. 


GOING: Good lo Finn. CRAW ADVANTAGE: Now. 

STALUfc 4.50- far ride; 3.05, 3.40- Minds' ride; re ma tofler - caste. 

■ Right-hum! conrae wtlh Urulf stndgbt, 

■ Course b SW of town on. Al 804. But Bnk from Cambridge and Neraauta r*2»ay 
mations (served by London, Liverpool Street). ADMISSION: dab £14 (16io 35-yesp- 
okb S S); Grambumd & Paddock £9 (1 fl to 2fr?*ar-o!da 55); fflhw Ring £3. CAS UIB 
Mambas SI; remainder free. 


3.05 


GREBE KMGR0CKFH.S1AKES (CLASS A) (Grot* 
3) £30,000 2VO fanes 7f Penalty Value £19,362 


as] 


Afr races 


■ ICADING TBAINKKS WTre KDNNBBS: H CocO— B7 wfarnen Cram 297 nmnere 
glws a succev ratio of 1 R2% and a low u> a £1 fc»d stake of £66.42; J Gosden — 67 
winnera, 363 runners, 36.7%, -£46.60; K Hannan — 63 vrtmwa, 671 nmners, 8.37%, 
-£228-25; L Cmnanl — 48 winners, 304 runners, 14.3%, -£8&54. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Fsc Eddmy — 106 wtamexs, 630 ddes, £0%, -666.78: L Det- 
tari —80 wham. 600 rides, 14.3%, -£138.1 1;W* Svrinbnm— 64 dnneis, 409 tides, 
16.6%, +I10JJ6; WCaraon — 63 winners, 625 rides, 12%, -487.23. • 

BUNKEKBD FDtST TDIB! bmriodiy (300); Mnawsr friaond) (286). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN nXIfcNw*. .'-I. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNEtS: M**k Lake (115) ft tfn&uy Kkfrm* (4J60) hsMbeen 
MUt 300 nBcflhsrE Atari) Own Lonffno, Uses. ' - 


110 BMTSAU9IM-{USto(3ftfCI40fenidfliMMttiifl4 JOunlopflIZ WCumT 

10W25 HOME SHOfTtiajl® [War Badtirt KMbMPd 812 CMsB 

raws MYBWWCH(37l(*dcSag]B Wa81? .... MK2 


32141 7IMUM uer (S3) (9D0nstxjySu4NMwn8 12. 
34 IWWM (37) (TF Ha*) H CM 89. 


3120 IWRWJWMpD)W(W»«l«»irtJ0utopB9.. 
14 HWtr (WJ (DJ (Setup SlHWtrtb!) J Gordon 8 9 - 


.WRSwfrtanS 
— JbtBddH|5 

IHaHl 

1.0*0*13 


route* 


1.30 


NEWMARKET CHALLENGE CUP (CLASS G) 2Y0 7f Penak 
ty Value 

444 MARTHA QUEST (44) 9t AtxUMfl B Hit S 9 i MBfetoyl 

0 MSSPRWMfUllIflidHlMiMdiMtMFVMqMES —it Pud — si 

JWW O Z ZlE&nCHMMgnillJOoglanSO I PMW3 

-3f ' 


1 
2 
3- 

BCT1VWE StMBXBXta. M Marts Qosst, 61 Mbs Prsmta 
199* Ben Bun 2 S 0 An Eddej-66 3 *» 

FORM WE 

SHBHOZZLE, a Shlrtey Helpro haK-stesr to tho sevaMietong and Bt»awtnn« 

out of a dam who won at two reats tn America. Sha wxid not haw Id he ewspnona to 

aretchMaftl»QiiesLwhp«latestnMwBBts«riiina1Uri0f\g»rtSBmlww>vhenawt- 

en-and-a-quatter terete' toutth id Mgfe Much. She was fawth id Otinda iwwtha fofce- 
stone seven on her daUit and tfld not ssem vwy waU sUtad ty Chestar in bttMMt. »»ra 
Pravda was a bit backward on hardabut but manapal only 15th of 17 n FoMh Spn ngs 
Sv-Turtjng maiden here last month. SsteeHon: SHEMOZ2LE. 


411610 WB10WON£(lQ94diMlJadoonBoo(frUila|OElBaA89. 

-Sdscbred- 

BETTMfe 64 My Bnscfr, 61 fapMia, 4-1 Btat Ssbshfl, 1041 Hosts StHftpbg 22-1 IhrtBnjt Daji 

PWW JmPu Ms^2M.7Hta*llaIi 

1994; asr-una 288M FmtDfi 5-1 W W 8 ran 

FORM GUDE 

mfWM tfw.fwd owr My Breach. 17m to e»iy chance that Mjr Branch can do wol 

at thb triphut Papaha has alreachf. shown ptod sevon-ftrtanR *»m, nntog on Italy wd 
wfsr Ibietfr to fto Dwfctt in the MnanaOs Houston Safes Sums war coune and ds- 
tanen 17 days back. The flrst Three wore dnam 18, 16 and 29 and Papaha, diasm two. 
dassnes oredtt tor being hDnwxrf those who need on the stands' seta. Thte French- 

Jnd, wtiooB dan Is a hatf-stmnr to OU Vic, nad bean groan when thtal id Kaapsre Down 
at Noflripiam the time bsfare and white law maidens vim hi Pattern company she coUU 
bo one ot the easaptons. My Branch, a lata- May fool, b by Distart: Rdadw out of a dam 
who won CMer a mllo at tsn yean. She hais done nel Mce being hddan tor a tun of feet 
over sb fiston0i and can hardly be feufrod for ptaytng second fickle tn Blue Ouster in dia 

Chsv^PaifcShehadijmtanHoaMSIiafvinRinihalWWCtydaStakaaatVPn'vi- 

ouofy sod can confirm ths tbmt on 2b woras damn. M* SatoM tool® tha otftar toy core 
tBnder and Onttpi har May H)P Stales etyrth ba time mb dsappokTUne, she ewi natty 
show aha to batter than thw. She hod previously tooled Thastit of Py that vwttd impnae 
w8i tbna and eoMtlanca, despto being pod enough id win at asm* Uune) and ontho 
M 1 courw (AuSmO. Soleetlon: RVHHA. 


3.40 


GENEROUS DEWHURST STAKES (CLASS A) 
(Group 1) £70,000 2W)Tf Penaity Value £82^90 


36 MA4iM{pSfll(44|0taHMnNMttnmlflAtnm>ng9O - 
1111 JIUMM(lH(SQ(n)OHamibnAMsHiui))WRHmi90L. 


— Rtm»2 
JH Canon l 


2.00 


EBF TRAVIS PERKINS MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £7,000 

U.J nun BM B-nH.. UnillB re 040 


_ added 2YO Gf Penalty Value £8,619 

0 MFME MOCMW pm (Ms BreWtl B Hirtuy 9 0— 

-WWtCOC 5RMM UnuvSom E »rtip9D-__- 
0 BIUE sme HOWS (10} (Dm NoBlg BMeetHi90- 
DOCtORBRHNpWPIbQuoavLndUfMwianaO— 
BUMatKER UABianN J Berts 90- 


0632 H0HHEnUNSW(DF4frWllM8el90. 


64 B6IB6DCHT{12^PF) W*to«l9rt)JI>«*lt90 
OR IBMT 04BS C M MfehO W Jams S 0 


— I Stack CO 1 

JMUftQpja 

B Dojis 21 

LDsMAlB 

A CUB 

Uftrtno8 

kM 


■KiuwrtmbMinvwnmiBv ■■■■■ 

3 MUHMOSfD) (BF) [Hamdar Hlte wuw) 16o alen9 0 
MRADMBtA frtamdsn Al Msttuni R Aondtong 9 0-— 

PSaJ6CnON(US4}(K40oti&fi)BfMBPO 

PO Ra>RWA(M)URMlPMKh«90 ■ 

62 aaOT(34)(iHai80nlB hHs9D 


JISHknll 

RNbfl 

1 17 


-MEdlbqrlS 
— PMIsnaS 
JtMbsa 


111 HARMI OAHCBUg) H W BH Mssl H Orttgas 9 0 PMEtUoryS 

4 51411 WRS***um< 

BETIMB: 4-6 Mtawtt, 7-4 DkasMI Dam; 94t Uplb. 66-1 Nhsia 
1994; FamidanD 2 9 0 T Jama 5-2 (A Rafca, R> 7 ran 

FORM CUBE 

ALHAARnrs position as Soar favourite for the 2,000 Guineas and Party is deserved at 
tfite earfy sta03 of the pkd, Out so muen can happen in (he nmt s«it months. Ha has to 
pass thta test tor a start but has tooted classy In tanning four out of lour and the form of 
hb vvfers, btteily a (Meat of Rto Duvtda si DoncastK has a v«iy mu look. Fat Eddery has 
won two of #ie West three naming at this race on Zafaric and Famekamp and f» part- 
ners the unbeaten DanebQ Dancer who has already won two Group Ones m Ireland, tho 
latter event (National States! bene ovar sewn lutongs when he beat FOtans R&a, win- 
ner of the Richmond States at Goodwood- ttypta, victorious m the Afly States and the 
Prtx Momy, coUd be bust a Sx futonga peeflem AttMha has a*oady fnshad 

behind DanahR Dancer and shoiJd not be good anou^t. Setectloo: ALHAARIH. 



BUS0SnarONRSuaMinscuta89 — WWtood *.l 

5 tM46BWI%9«ess(20)nteCassiesa«Rreieis«rtM r— ^ 

mtNQmN^^BPCS^BlbriiwSg — 

0 0OU36BRCH M (N S 7b® W OBonren fl 9 — 

HUHSHARBA (TP HnRwtManW J PamhBM fl 9 — 

polish WdOW Cns of the ibm Sr PMip 0K*nham^fi »i®8 9 

StWayouCEK®mof4eWeSrFbip«lpnrfv^BWbgSfl9 

oo wsuwpsAjoiw ivma 

-21dBdMad- 

B£mna 5-2 Sabot. 7-2 PupcatM, 4-lMMnb rra, B4 IMiinjia ** ^ 

m, 1M Doctor Mu 344 kMried« Ifrl HBalMtp% fl** HMte, 3M olhw 
199* SS*n UeMf 2 8 9 W Stm 100-30 (R Bead M iw 
FORM F 1 ** 

whte Mutmt—* is by NhpBHd and a haiHwniwr to a usdU hteh tbr w, A nwna^Tha 
SSrrtSSSte ScbfSJin. was a Nan W«*a Day fbd rt**j£*0*mM 
rfRwUdaie nmnawte H®tbrD»v; a d *4Phrof Modern 
ton). Of ttioM vvim torn. Mahandto Is one ihO jM Wto rog. *• 
debut over mb tnp at Goodwood when thfad to TfMeW la4 'M 

3Sr,& ov^fortongore.i*a*Rauei»h»thBlbrmtofl^ebtrth#siunftrtttn»a* 
nova* mom can » wpoctad tim Srtw*. a seopoy son of k***™"* " 

si "2/S n ^i aatl “ ° ono,BMr {er> 

after not genmg the best of tuns. 


4.15 


H & K COMMISSIONS NURSERY HANDICAP (■•kjjt-l 
(CLASS Cl OOfiOO 2Y01m Penalfy Value £8^25 kiSJ 

5621 POLAR PBBCEpBfr (Mb OhRBna Swenson) M Jaws 9 7 P H o Mm bbS 

52215 caEnTVE4CC0UNT(USA)US (Q (BFJ (PA LeosvtS ISsJ Ramsden9 7 — KR4fc>i4 
BR (StvHi MohomwA L Cunert 9 B IDartodT 


06412 ooMsoananctoim 
000130 OBLOMOV (20) (lohn 
631 MYsnciMHrcmm 
012433 IBUBIIMNCafOlN 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

S 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 332432 IMBB LAKE (3) (P D 1 

M&dnun: Tst 7b Bi» nsndtap utiffts 
BEnwe 7-2 CntflM Aceeurt, 94 Cw 
Aspect, 12-1 OMonws Ww Prim, Dmba 0 
1M* Naked Wteema 2 9 2 Pat Emery 12-1 (M 


JMEddoyll 


,rfSfrPMp0pperiimMRCUi»)n92 — PMEddaiyS 

BtSRHaanonBO JDaaeOlbMOS 

51 PME NEEU£ (24) P) Oonl HsMd D Mtaley 8 11 -WRyn2 

635 CHEmJL ASPECT (10) OMtiwn Al Wknjnd E Dmktp 8 U. WRSatatorel 

021 uyvay PROSPECT UACRAriDnflR an 8 9 ] Stack (3) 9 

400805 BAiiME (UQ RU bsI WO N C ritogai 7 7 OBartMflU 

04504 MMUSKAAaN((nn(fRA8PMlchal77 C/kkPMm(7)B 



CONSORDMO may not be one ef those 
w« rMBh ths ftsi lit rt a mBa Bnd she wDUtf 
car (70 last time imdar a sartor Joctey. a« was 
prevtousiy Crtattw Aceanmt shapes as tf a rrtte 
flood tan worii vrtten sbah tn King Of Peru teas 


MEMHdQlO 


TumMatfe Late 6S 13b 
lUgU, 6-1 "<• Neede. ft-1 Cbaarfld 
Lowly Preepeet, 2M atbars 
22 an 

■e lock for in runaerfes. but she 
dOMtobeeungSamlmaiRed- 
tha ready winner of a Wmouth nuraeiy 
wD suit him wel and he mbs dofcig some 



.W Canon 6 

BBvdHl5 


-=1 

£raSM^S^<Wme^)SuOBScluMz(0«}38g »«*«»•? 

020331 fa^-eno . T thjflia 


Auaat defeat of My Branch here reeds wel. Polo 
runner Nwdoofc makJan tasruna in gane toshtor 
low draa whan varmhig at SaBsbuy IB dE«s back 
Dettac Ak» 


stx-fudong nuraeiy here 13 days ago. His 
wfl Uca the trip and won a 16- 


Itottmgftsm ma«en to j 
wpodance, and b a frig dan£* 


i, wfite Hyatfc KotgH was helped by a 
(CfaeariW itopaet a pramWng flfttu but 

Ptao Needle, bred to btoraom (vertar- 
Style latsL tana, welcoming har in- 
Sefecdnx CONSORDINO. 


JtPBdwl 
_L Dnttncf 4 


)M “ K 

UMDSWn S« « « 0 L *»" ** |u»E 

^ LUJped rti tSstaneo to 10 fLrtoo^riu«Jo 

u champion AuJanl finished juttffarwaanda half 

- — ® n race#* of Bto. Unraced at tan fra had bam 

1 Me<l8ap . rimdd baftie. He has baanfresh- 
M^ne ijv coi^to^vSSvwlnnirig fiWh Bin RodP (fnda 
i and he impressed on me ^ ^ aaifeo sina beei- 


NGK SPARK PLUGS HANDICAP (CLASS O £8,000 added 
3Y01m6f Penalty Value £6460 

450321 RMAIMSSKtS(tfi(7AMsnaia|5Dnr97 LDMWJ3 

nrVP 


““ssssawsr saiss?” 



GHNKM813 
(14)0 Hanson) BHte 8 12 

tO)(BR»s 
-7 

BOW*: M BQNdffia Co«^ 7-2 May Rwma, M 

DfaimBtadft I6fs 

199* USB SBena 3 8 M WWoocfe 11-4 6 Weeds) ID 


JMrtoD«yarf7}7 
__M Hobart* 2 

C Rutter 4 

W Canon 5 


lEMOmSS- 




, 7-1 Httttn, 8-1 Bbn HMgfc, 


o \Wt handicap on hi* 
tengma behtod ' 
nairengmera 
ened up aevh 




HOWCUFFE COWJT looks the right one here. D» Lflb rise m UiBwa^tfhRsatito fin^ 

dadarattonfltafflrteWhlmandHsflistiBtBtthPirlpPBUfrBd Inasacond to floating Line 

SSStowTftw race 4«naf W* VIXXSSSPX 

«thb Jaance eflar 6 good aacono of 21 to Ayunfi a ®tk. whU^PMarea tety. a h aff- 

btodwmaC8Ban»iiltBhwlimtoSout!Liooteflihomiu^sfe)«fcu^yBq»MdW 

wM aAwi second to tatetno at fcfl two outngs ago and he was rfitedwntagedby ttajNW 
race Bn«. Sdeoffon: BOWClifFEOOURt 


>/• 


- r : :•* . 


HYPERION 

1_50 Schnozzie 2.20 Turpin’s Green 2L55 Saint 
Martine 3^5 Maggots &een 4^00 Serious Dan- 
ger 4-35 Lake Of tomgjhrea S.05 Gone For Lunch 


COURT OF HILL AMATEURS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E} £4,000 added 2m 4f 

1 133-344 CASd£IMMQIB}<41)(D} JAHaos81113 — MrJApMI{7) 

2 1-1234R MBIIBaWBimmN(tosetel211UJ*Mianl(5) 

3i»» MMIIIU 1 H R Dctan 8 11 7 Mbs S Ooetatt (7) 


GOING: Good U firm (Good tat places). 

■ Bighirhand ccuw. 

■ Comae Is NW of Uran off A49. Ludlow sudn (Hereford - Sbrews- 
hmytee) 2m. ADMISSION: Oub£14 (arcomponied nnder-] 6s 
free); TkuemaSs 19; Course £5. CAE PARK: Free. 


611332 RUPPL£S(4) (Q (Bfi U DapntnS U O.J*M ttadilay (7) 
15-5P34 SUWir MAX PG)(D)R Junes U 11 O^ilrCBaanarm 
51T6SP- CZBtMNO (134) M LbyD 12 10 13 Mm j Pdo*t (7) 


AH races 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Hagabd (5.0BJ has beat sent J96 
miles by J J 07WD from Skdtai Wood End. Cumbria. 


23i3?-o wamomiRmjuBBaBraiD3JtfiMBm® 
S miiM> nu»MmRB(2qiqjWcdtaml21<)0JfrR1h>rtBam 
9 444320 FDWBZJADPS)(D) ACtHn*Ht»il210Q_MsaDOkfng(7) 

10 " 11-3043 JOMt ROGER (U) H IfemcK 9 10 0 Jib A CbarieaJaMa (7) 
U PW FOREST RAM (2R) 03) J Earns 12 100 — MM E Janes (7) 
- 11 dsdvad- 

Mrtntim *agc l&t. Trite tanefcap wqgfic Psday h Parts 9a 96, Opng 
San. John fc&r £ fiwa Rato 9a Sh. 

BETTWQ: U-4 Sir Bditrt^iUK, 5-1 Castle Utmnnd, Rnpplea, 6-1 Uag- 
gOts Green, 13-2 Hunyqih 14-1 Sflppeiy Max. John Refsr, 36-1 otban 


1.50 


HALFORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2^00 added 2m 

0-240 CAST1HEIME{28|CERranS1013 I A McCarthy 

206- lErSflEriH6T<300)JAHmB610l3 APHkGoy 

DRAttNBREBIJWhR)41012 P McUxtf* (3) 

40 LAtoiAM U)W(13)0SheniD0d 4 10 12 J Osborne 

8 OHICS SON M Ml A fln 4 10 12 ifrMJttdm 

RfflJMyUPSBBntJi4ID12 A^lftn* 


4.00 


54- SCHN0ZZt£(153)KBa*y41012 RDnasoody 

OQD- tAOrBREM9tX{288)MsJStottNiann5108 _l*JJrtea 
-SdMtMd- 

BETHIIte6-4Sc*flag»ta.7-atat»6M teat. 94 UHtmn lint 54 Pnfr 
on awoo, Caat TtnUaa, 14-1 Read Hj Ups, 33-1 ottim 


FARMERS STORES HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,500 added 2m 

54*035 HWfS nGOH(223(D)W Mur 4 1110 ! A McCarthy 

03214-6 8BB0USDAMBt(13)(BF)MissHKn4)V4117 JFIWay 

54P443- jaMrilEGaiX(MQ(CD)SCMdfln9UC BUptai 

211 RB>VALBttAN(iqnJ03wB41l3 M A Rh&nfcl 

011/33-5 WW0EM«G teO^SUO AFMcCoy 

112024- fWGEmL(32fl)(CEQD8iJd«A8l011 OJBmdK* 


2.20 


CASTLE SELLING HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS G) £4^)00 added 2m 

1 48-0314 1URFH5 GRBI (32) J Khg 12 11 10 fiUptn, 

2 4344FS SWttW® W1C (70) (JjJVIW 11 11 8 APMcCey 

3 P2UJP-2 WUUftjOamBIDlO MARiftrtld 

4 32-25X NESTORBirmOOTMlDlOS GHotfwW 

5 P-P3433 CUBIT 0)0 CBM 7 JOB ST “ 

6 4U6242 AOSUBUE (46) (E9 FYbnky 11 105 _< 

7 5-R52R3 MABmU.(21)fiJiJcle»7102 

8 U44>0 SOMET EXPRESS (9) M Chapman 5 100 . 

-SMaatf- 

BETTR1G: 3-1 Vfaaa, 7-2 Ttepfara Qnm, 9-2 Wait Orieot, 5-1 VltiyiBnl 
Wind. 7-1 MabUM, 9-1 (Start, 12-1 other* 

BRIMFIELO NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS G) £24100 2m 5f 110yds 
wa«r LAS MB A Pltca 5 120 1 Magfort (7) 


09021-1 0(Xl»M«MnonnpFMIin91D5{7oi_Jlfldtlar 
F20-163 BMDUMA UQLS (9) M Chapman 4 10 0 _W WortMnSon 
-Sdadand- 

AHmun Kiffx IDS. Rue hanJcap aetfib Brfltarti AMs 9sr lOtti 
BmB«6e 9-4 Rad Vateiaa, 3-1 Serteta DtngK; 7-2 How's A 6dn. U-2 
FbredM, 7-lJkmoy H» OHe, 10-1 aobkti Matgnbe, 12-1 otbcra 


GREIE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 
added 2m 4f 

SHI RRBr SMOKE 09 MS HKn0t 5 ID 12 JFTMey 

430052 HMJMMnM(9)Hkferneni51012 BBtomi 


4.35 



3 22D&F2 LAXE0F10IEmEA(im8RKBafey51012 JlDaowoedy 
-Sdadarad- 

BETTMte «-9 Late Of Looto"^ 1M toy Snote, 10-1 Hafeam Rn 


g Qgj CLUN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT (CLASS H) 


£3L500 added 2m 


[235 


IV 4082- ROUIIB THE BONES QOQPFelSte 611 10 ^AF McCoy 
0-524 SPRMG UMOB) (48) J OSea 4 11 8 ^SQuI^m 


1 
2 

3 

4 3/30540- W EAST 012) (146) Mb JRertiB0-&fms 6115 „R( 

5 64360-5 UTIlESBWiA (8) W8ratxjuna5113 SWjooe 

B «3FS2 SABIIEIUi!nECB)JAH>r»B110 T Daaconte (7) 

7 WOW EVBBOHSHn listened* 6 10 13. 

8 OOOP5U- VmONA PROCESS P58)JKl« Tlflli . 

-Siiactead- 

BEIIWB; 114 RoOtaglta Boom, W SMnte Marttaa, M. Sprtag Loaded, 
6-1 Vmb PriaeoM, 7-1 ter tot, 8-1 LMe Seram, 1M bKwm 


00- COtOWWJL BW (153) HMDmws 6114. 

faOOJHO CHASE F Jontel 6 11 4 
V- JMiriAOE (722J 4 ChaniMtei 6 11 4 . 
0- MBfiSLAD|3S8)JJ0Tfel5114 


-TJente 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
fl 

9 

10 

11 1R0FVIIGN MA8R0T B faece 6 ID 13 PUcLoa0Mn(3] 

-lldactarad- 

BEmte 64 SctennaalgM 64 Bern Fte Laacb, 8-1 Magriad, 12-1 
Blaze Rrtoyi 16-1 Mfc Boy; Steady Mbw. 20-1 ottieis 


Jt Rocha (3) 

SCHMMOZNHGSa N Wste»4)Bv«s5114_5jD|BBe(7) 

0 saHJUT MtlE (34) J ftadey 5 11 4 MrRJotmaca(5) 

suzEaiuysSflWf4ii3 h Motor 

BONEnRUMCH MssH Kn044u 3 GRyaalE) 

60 »myM0IQM.(7)BPleen4U3 GHe0n(B 

■LD BOY M Chapman 4 li 3 EttatateR 


- 1 v- - ■ 


HYPERION 

2-15 House Of Dreams 2A5 Camionneur 3.15 
Singii^ Patriarch 3-50 Sea Victor 425 Indian 
Relative (nb) <L55 Hasta La Vista 



GOING: Good to firm. STALLS: Ireode, except Cf (outside). 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for 5 t 

■ Lefbhand coorae, undulatlnfi and sharp. 

■ Coum In NW of Uiwn on Afll 3 ft. Dzrilnijjm Aaiirai 14 m- bus- 
es to course. ADMISSION: Cbb £ 10 ; Ddtenolls £ 8 ; Course £2 
(under 16 a th* all mdoeures). CAS TASK: Mcndxss Snivel tree. 




AM i 


BUNKBSED FIRST TDfKSrttdi (2.45); Spring 8mn»ett* (*i- 
aored) (4-2B); teqaarial Bid (vfcwred); Bdgran (4AHI 
WINNKK8 IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Mono. 
LONG-OtStANCB ttUNNERS: M&riy Sqrunv (2. 15) fna bean soul 
SOtutohyMteGRcOmray fnno Whitcuinbe, norecl; SlnRliiK IV 
triairik (8.15) sera 293 ndn by J Dimlop ft«ii Anmdri, W smsex. 


4 338652 CRAKNABM (29) J Beny 9 0 GCartar2 

5 00 BCOBAR (22) P Cater 9 0 JMBM12 

6 HMntSLEyHUMt,JRaTEden90.. 

7 255303 KMHt SAKE (U) J Bany 90- 

6 0220 5SKMB PRIMARCH (17) J IXfltap 9 0 ~. 

9 5 UTMOST ZEAL (SB PHflifl 90 

10 CLASSR BEAUn* S Wttams 8 9 

U 5 R»0 OO) Sr Mah Pitsaa 8 9 

12 LAPIHAPUMCamacto89 ICbmeckU 

13 00 PWCESS BBAMA (21) 0 MoltaK B 9 -Darren MatMt (3) 1 

-23daetarad- 

BEnU« 64 Ongog Mdardi, 5-1 Crrifimim, 7-1 Ckwde BeMtji 8-1 Dog, 
10-1 AraMm HeMMa, HaWksiBy M, 12-1 Utmost Zeal, 16-1 otters 

lo cni BRETTANBY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5250 
r’vl added 3Y0 lm 7f 177yds 

31213 fWLABaAN (ZJJfDf Sr MaknESCOtt& 7 SOaflMdS 

330 YOUQO (1^ M Mmsten 9 7 JWtewr6 


006333 SEA VICTOR {3)JLH*s 811- 
2640 OWE BSD (20) J Bethel 8 3.— 

312503 nUH (19) C Thoman 7 7 

000 StlNBAt HAS (24) S Wrote 7 7- 
-Bi 


-KDadeyl 

-JCamfl 2 
l Lone 3 


_N AtteniA 


0"1"C) CRAVEN APPRENTICE MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS G) £3250 added 3Y0 lm4f 

1 435 AHJC4J US) J Fbarce 8 12 .W tetter (7)5 

2 060 HOUSE OP DREAMS (21) BHfcB 12 fi Brace (7) 3 

3 52 KALMWA(18)ASteMn812 GMteer4 

4 642630 IMflrsQUW(17)(BnMesetetoay6 7-tlSWfqi 

5 4 SOUP«aE(B9) fctaMR«*y8 7 D Derby 2 

BEIIMfc M Raima, IW Horae Of Dream, M Soaaeaw, B-l ISgMy 
Squaw. ltLlAnfoe 


Hblmun we#* 7a Tt>. Sue handfcap aetfits; SUttgat Mbs 7a 6B- 
BEmNfc&JFUaeto, 5-2 Sea VUntS-lteup, 8-1 Kbwi. 12-1 Itne 
BM, 66-1 Sangri Mai 

ZETLAND MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS E) £4,500 2YO 7f 

6 Afflf COLOUR (219 M Camacho B 11 LCbaindtS 

050 B&tR ID DANCE £1) JHn toy 8 12. 0Mhd3 


4^25] 


2.45 


ILKLEY NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 aided ZYO 5f 

114010 GASAJULU (32) (0) P BOB 9 7 fitted 13 

5U2 SWnratDDKAMClSPHBfiJSBCO 
216030 Rtt* EXPRESS (27) OJjQMUooe 94- 
210540 um»PRB«XSS(4S(CnJBenyfl 
6340 ANaBBWnwOMAS PflJMJrtason89 
210040 DOWTSFOUJfBDWMWaslMyaS. 

621320 MOREJON MSS (20) (P) MisM RM*ey64 — Ktoley4 

50353 TMETQFCf (58) BMuiay82 .TVMMilO 

520521 MBEnBANRffURB (17) to)M Charon 81 — 1 FEgM IS 

G005 MBL RD LADT (21) M W Eadaty 8 1 LH»toe(5)7 

410040 MntK|ueSMU0O)gqiBany8O GCartaM 

65052 SMICH(99)C&dh 713 NCaft(el2 

001450 BOREISS (2CQ NTlnter 7 13 . 

445400 CAMOMdR (23) M H Ebnaty ? 11. 



00 BtoBIT DMKBD (27) J Nnold 8 11 jqpfenfl 

6 CHAMPRQNE IMURtoR (105) M CareelW 6 11 -M BMt 12 

0 DOUBLE CHECK pfi) U Johnssrs 11 IWaanrB 

500300 BVanEC2a)NBy«ftS13 SMMmy4 

0 Carter 1 


D Loser 8 U 

432 MLAALA(lfl)PWiteyn8 11 

5 BKHAN RQA1IVE OS) RGueS SH- 
OO MABUSE (45) B hkMAnfl U — 
POUEH LW Wftater B 11 


— JtDarieyU 
-HHeny®7 
-L Naadon (S) B 


. J4 Caanartno 10 


5000 SP8MB 6RH0UET1E (69) Ma V Acorioy 8 11 JtDaartag2 
006 TIE BARNSLEY BQ1£ (13) SN«tw 8 11 — -TMUnll 

HTTWB: B4 tadte Rttthe, M Grand Dm. 4-1 Marti, T-l Doable 
Cheek, 20-1 U* BettM. 1M Champarw MWoc JM olteia 

HORNBY CASTLE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
! £5^250 added lm 4f 
1 2U1U K^KWR0tSttNCE(t£)(CDIMBMHawiey59IO 


03000 JBBfrSCHAMER(39SHeifleMsl7U MHanyRB 

54050 Pr SWC tl AL BOY (16) T Ethargon 7 9 LChsaochlfi 

40342 HMNC8S MARY (13) C FtefUB 7 7 PFacray^)2 

GOO IUUaWLUDOaBIMAShM77 JteDteHBffrttnS 
-lBdadoad- 

AMtwm 7a m to utt^E Bros Maty 7a 6b Mutttfi Ml (so 7S at. 
BETTVt^ 7-2 Sajufard Dream, 6-1 MMdao Heteb, 7-1 Ukbtotn Hu, 
Pmnea* tiny Limerick Pitot**, BJ Cateeooauc, Safipbi, 32-1 olben 

jO 1C) RIPLEY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS DJ 
l J,xo l £5^)00 added 2YD 6f 

1 00 AUW JOlia B2)MnJmnwtoi 90 IFEgail 

2 ARABMNIBBMfS lbs J Randan 90 MDaeriqgll 

3 0 CKtfSStWCUfl^MabfteaifflSO BIMM4 


10005-6 

145035 


22-5623 


4006E0 


_K May 11 
JIBkthB 

.TINtaiS 

dag)BQC1>mkii486J)ateMcKMn2 

(13)CaSJWfcai586 IPEemB 

HASBtLAVSna m M WEa**i[582 O-lteHlDa (5) 6 
MTS SPlBtDOUt (13) H CobngndfE 4 7 12 — )Qrtail2 

SUSEUA (21) J JKtewn 4 7 10 PFeoey (5)9 

aU£YBOYO0)ifNEx»by37lO- LCftaraadtlS 

COHrsrSIBBO(207)(qjBomntqr5 7T Itnn4 

EWaa£R(W)StkJlr^37 7 Nterhypjl 

BEU3BAN (12) (P) P Bare 6 7 7 J( Adams 10 

SCAPE TALK (137 ) IQ WJ DWaSf f ^JBramM[7]7 

ft 7sf 7fc True handicap aetfhh.- Cbmtet'S Legend 7ff 3b. 
B80m Ga 40. Eaaw S* Saf 3b. 

Keep Tfiuff Diataaca, 4-1 Pat - * Spleodm U-2 Itasta La 
artry Beatt, B-l Cbotect Lee/mt, 10-1 oflan 


RACING RESULTS 





NEWMARKET 

130c 1- BAl. HARBOUR 

< gCL«, Dual ftfBewa: £12-0a CSf- Cil.li, 
2J>£1 domettcs 

2. Sharp 5iwfll«20-ll 3-J^atoW 
1. 27 no. »4few IvdhuaL S 

non). Iter £33.70; £ft3a£8JA“^ 1 oe ‘ 
U4GJB0. CSf: £330.45. 

Li t SMkar vsu* 3-1 
7-1. U ran. «*, 

TWk £12.70; I3J0. “- 40 - J E ?&ST* 
fj fiOQ CSF: 038.4& T«a« £20fcia ' 
TtW 145.00- 


3jfls l. UMAR H»T(R HWW 4-1 
2. Step Play 16-1: 3. WMto 
SCMdcwri U-l- 18 f* 1 - ^ W WSfld- 

^.00, £3J0. mo- 

^y§Tcgiebfl. 008171. 

W aSi^RAytR0VCai®n) 19-8 2. 

linvUllfen 7-liS.firiCMbNS'Hn 

R Hem). Wat fiJj! gJft 

445: J. TARAWA (Pm Eddery) 3-1 fM 2. 

da Zonk 25-1- 20 M»S?2 hS» 

fete! £3.60: £1.60. i^sc, £4^0. £520- 

SsSt. ASK PoringOoaan & wwte cmv 

quK - 


*50: 1. SaVER DOME {Pot Bddaiy) 
to; 2. Saeiaa 4-1; 3. Threa HBs 16-L 14 
ran. Vh, nb. (HCscD-fetec £3-70; £L3Q. 
rt Wt , eSM. OF: 030. CSf: £4J& Aft 
Bowled Ovet T«k £3630. 
jaehpoc £5O3ia30 ftartwon, £63,T72>t2 

ranted fanwrt w Cattedek w»y)- 

nao^ot: £13330- 

Ptae* 6: £143.04. Plaoc 9: £9245. 

REDCAR 

UISl-fllMUTYU CBn« U-2; 2. Lafr«5 
U-2; 3- MWBrt Star 32-3. 
fteVWote*RoiOie WM. **. stehd- (W OTtor- 

SSr£« “ 

£66 OO- CSfi £34.89- ltlK £66-40. 
&S;LWP UDTA Deaw) M; 2-Tte- 


x! 13-8 fw; 3. Prupteta Honour G-i_ 4 ran. 
fiteM, 6. (M StMN.TbtK£2^a Dfi £L80. 
CSF; £5*4, 

2- 55: t, MBU1IIA (LCfwmort) U-3; 2. 
Adabrte Ftema 16-1; S. Katdha 10-3. 14 
ran. 6-4 to Empty Quarter ©w, ly., nk. (R 
Fahey)- TWk £36-5 0; £ 2,60, £4 £0, £2J0. 
DF: £164.50. CSfi £368.05. Tricaffi 

£1,654,95. TUc LiE2JD. Wt BeOaW HBnfr 

3- 25: 1. BUJE nos |P Robenap) B-l; 2. 
Cayman Kal Mi 3. Antbete 8-1. 26 ran. 
9<2 1» MeldnL 1%, Vi. CM Mann, tote: £7 CO; 
£2-40, £2350, £2.70. DK £14 JO. CSfi 
£35.42. Tte £4050. 

3JE:l. GREEN CHARTER (IV ton) 4-1; 
2. Jmie - e r JbmWi 8-1; 3- A W fl am lr 3-1. 

12 ran. U-4 ter S%r And Gener (4th). shl- 
hd. SW-ftcL (H OK*. TBtK £430: £2.60, 


E2J60. £3-90. Oft £1840. CSF. £3685. Trtt 
£22.40. 

4-25: 1. GREEN LAWi (K Fallon} 9-2: 2. 
Matameiwfl 6-2; 3. Wartam HmteBn lXLl- 
11 ran. 9-4 Pretoria Dancer (8th)- 2. L 
(S WStoma}. fete £5.40: £2L20, £3-70, 
£1.70. Oft £15.60. CSfi £16-82. Trie: 
£3Lia Trtcosn £30444. Wte Aholi ft 
Maronaci, 

5.00: L MOON 8HG (J wtavert 6-4; 1 
Epn^te 4^tev; 3. Sdnaitetun 11-1.3 ran. 
IV*. *. (R Honan), feta: £280. Dfc £140. 
CSfi £2.74. 

fiaoepot: £1^320.80. Qoadpot: £3080. 
Ptea# & £33880. Place R £10285. 

TAUNTON 

2JA i DOARABONS DREAM ID BOOg- 


watert 4^U tor. 2. Wa Mm 20- Jj a. Aheta 
Angel 16-1. 10 ran. 5, 3. (M Pipe), fete 
£180; £L10, £280, £190. DF; £5.50. CSF: 
£989. Tho: £20.40. fflfc Ray IW. 

2.45: 3_ NORTHQBI ST3UBJGHT (T DOS- 
combe) 7-4 ter; 2. Retiring Royal 8-1; 3. 
Canto HB 8-1- 9 ran. 8, *«. (P Nlchote). 
fete £2.20; £1- 10, £1-70, £3-70. DP. 
£880. CSfi £15-13. TneasC £7736. Jrtr. 
£B4D. NRs: Always Ready & Utile Hooi&n. 

3-16:1. STAUNCH RIVAL <M A RCffraftr) 
15-8; Z.Luetqr Again 12-H 3. Bold Choten 
9-2. 8 rate 7-4 ter Royal Sann (4thl. 2>k. 
Vi. (G Thomeri, fete £2.20; £1.40. £3-70. 
DP £13 iW. CSF: £17.45. 

3^3.HErSAHNG<MAF<B8!n*fl6- 
l;tl8«terOXbw(ylO-l:3-Pe*»etana6- 
3. 10 ran. 4-6 ter ftoaan S*rtt f*W. 3. nk. 


fete £32.60: £280. £1-10. £L7a DF: 
£2220. CSF: £58. 7& Tnt>: £39-50. 

4JKK 1. NORSC RAD® fD Bntfeiate) & 
4 tav: 2. HobMy 13« 3- Ray ma n 11-1- 7 
ran. 4, 10. (M Pipe), fete £2.90; £180, 
£3-50. DF: £2.70. CSfi £3.99. 

485; 3. GWCER JIM IM Otmon) 6-1: 2- 
ChtdatMdy 4-1 Ater, 3. NonBe Vafley 4- 
J A fan 30 ran. 7. 10. PHertean. fete £680: 
£180. 0.90. £1.90. Dfi £1280. CSfi 
£2751 Tno: £13.50. Tnc«C £96.34. 

&3S: 3. BBM8« DREAM (josbema) 5- 
4 fav; 2. SpaMmr^ HnUM 15-2; 3. Royal 
Tbkahta 9-1. 10 ran. 7. 2Vi. (0 SWuood). 
fete £280; U-20. £3,00. £1.50. PF: 
E5.40. CSF: £10.43. Tno: £1080. 
Plaoflpot £24.60. Quadpnt: £25.80. 
Ptea ft £25.05 Place 5: 1 19-22- 


Bamber 
climbing 
up the 
pyramid 

NOH-LEAGUE FOOTBALL 

RUPERT METCALF 


There has been an unfamiliar 
name on top of the UniBond 
(formerly Northern Premier) 
League for most of the season. 
Bamber Bridge, in their first 
term in the league's top flight, 
are four points clear of the pock 
and have yet to be beaten. 

This is a remarkable achieve- 
ment for a club which, as re- 
cently as 1990, were playing in 
the Preston and District 
League. They advanced to the 
North West Counties League 
that year, and climbed through 
its divisions to reach the North- 
ern Premier in 1993. Last sea- 
son they were promoted from 
the First Division as runners-up 
behind Blyth Spartans - and 
heal Premier Division opposi- 
tion Lo win both the League 
Challenge Cup and the Lan- 
cashire FA ATS Trophy {the 
county cup). 

Bamber Bridge have done all 
this without a wealthy backer 
paying big wages. ‘'Hard work 
and team spirit has got us this 
far," the chib chairman, Dennis 
Alien, said yesterday. ‘'We don’t 
have a board of directors, we're 
a members' dub with a man- 
agement committee who have 
no monetary input apart from 
membership fees. We pay what 
we can afford from gale, ad- 
vertising and bar income - we're 
small fry compared Lo neigh- 
bouring clubs Like Chorley." 

Only two of the dub's play- 
ers have Football League ex- 
perience: Nigel Greenwood, 
whose brother Tony is the man- 
ager, was once with Preston and 
Buiy, while Steve Senior served 
Wigan. “We’ve kept a nude us 
of players as we've risen," Allen 
explained, “and four of our 
lads have been with us since the 
Preston and District League 
days. We've not spent more than 
£3,000 on players since we 
joined the pyramid.” 

There will be no promotion 
celebrations this season, how- 
ever, even If Bamber Bridge win 
their league, for the restrictions 
of their Irongate ground have 
ruled out an application to join 
the GM Vauxhall Conference. 
“We’ve come so far so quickly 
we haven’t had time to sort out 
the ground,” Allen said, “but 
we've put in an application for 
lottery funds for that purpose.” 

Tomorrow's visitors to Iron- 
gate are Mel Sterland's Boston 
United side who, along with 
Guisel ey, are poised four points 
behind Bamber Bridge, waiting 
for a slip-up by the leaders. 
“We've had a good run," Allen 
said, “but it’s getting harder - 
everyone is trying lo knock us 
off our perch.” 


Sohail earns 
Pakistan 
revenge win 

Cricket 


Pakistan, still smarting from 
defeats in the recent home Test 
and one-day series by Sri Lan- 
ka, owed much to Aamir Sohail 
for helping them gain a measure 
of revenge yesterday with an 82- 
rnn victory over the Sri Lankans 
in the Champions' Trophy in 
Shaijab- 

Sohail scored 85. building an 
opening stand of 107 with Sal- 
im Haiti, to help Rildstan to 264 
for 7 from their 50 overs and 
then took four wickets os Sri 
Lanka laboured to 182 for 8. 

Sri Lanka’s batsmen struggled 
against the spin trio of Sohail, 
Saqlain Mushlaq and Mushtaq 
Ahmed. Off-spinner Saqlain 
struck in his first over, dismiss- 
ing the opener Sanalh Jaya- 
suriya for 24 and. in his next, 
bowled Aravinda de Silva to re- 
duce Sri Lanka to SI for 3. 

But the day belonged to So- 
hail, who returned a career-best 
4 for 22 after mesmerising the 
Sri Lankans with excellent vari- 
ations in line and length. 

CHAMPIONS' TROPHY (Stm|ati): Pakistan 
264 (or 7 lAamr Sofa! 85. SaUn Etert 50. 
lrtE»naRK>>teqffii , >:Snljnlaia2tor'a<^rnr 
SoftaN 4 22). Pakistan mm by 82 run. 


YTHE INDEPENDENT 

Horse Racing 


Results 0839- 11 1171 

Comment*!? 0839 -111175 


Soar EkmtouofiM*te tn MS JMi 
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sport 


WORLD MATCHPLAY: Duval’s fightback falls short as Japanese hopes fade quickly in the, mist 

Montgomerie makes a meal of it 


TIM GLOVER 
reports from Wentworth 


period may 
be abolished 




Colin Montgomerie went into 
lunch five up on David Duval 
in the first round of the Tbyota 
World Match Play Champi- 
onship here and the contest 
went the distance. Perhaps the 
problem is that the rotund. 
Scotsman bad a sore wrist and 
a rumbling stomach. 

Because of a delay to the 
start, Montgoir ;rie >iad only 35 
minutes for lunch. "That’s not 
long enough for me” he saidL 
He was not able to enjoy the full 
Monty, being restricted to sand- 
wiches. a Mars Bar and a Coke. 
“I would have had a lot more," 
he said. The abbreviated break 
also meant that he did not have 
time to visit the physiotherapist 

It was lade of a leisurely 
lunch that appeared to have the 
more disturbing effect on Big 
Monty. In the morning he 
cruised round the Burma Road 
in 66 to Duval's 71 and the 
American, making his debut at 
Wentworth, never captured the 
lead. Duval, sporting a shirt that 
looked as if it was sponsored by 
the Chelsea Flower Show, wore 
sunglasses in the morning when 
it was misty and when the sun 
broke through in the afternoon 
he discarded the shades. 


% , 


Montgomerie, with birdies at 
e 23rd and 24th holes, re- 



RUGBY UNION 

DAVID UEW0JYN 


Twickenham is poised to abol- 
ish the 12 (kiay qualification pe- 

■ I L!J tlia t/m hun 


riod which players in the top two 

divisions of the Courage 
League are obliged to serve 
when they register with a new 

dub. A commission set up by 
the Rugby Football Union is 
due to publish its report at the 
end of the month and informed 
sources say that the four-month 
restriction could be abotished al- 
together. 

That means Rob Andrew 



could be playing for Newcastle 
before Christinas- England 






the 23rd and 24th holes, re- 
mained five up and was possibly 
thinking of tea and crumpets 
when Duval won the 2Sth. 29th 
and 30th holes with two birdies 

and an eagle. Things were look- 
ing gaunt for Monty when he 
missed short putts at the 33rd 
and 34th holes and he went to 
the 35th with his lead cut to one. 
Duval hit a good drive down the 
penultimate hole but Monty 
matched it and, after trading 
birdie fours, be won by one hole 
by taking control of the 36th. 

“It was more of a tiring day 
than I anticipated," Monty said. 
"I had to finis h four, four and I 
did." Today in the quarter-finals 


Bunker mentality: Bernhard Langer ignores the perils of the eighth at Wentworth a& he sees off Sam Torrmice yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Montgomerie plays Steve Elk- 
in gton, the Australian who pre- 
vented him fixmwmning the US 
PGA Championship in Los An- 
geles in July. In a sudden death 
play-off Ehdngton won at the 
first extra bole. "I only bad one 
hole then," Monty said. “This 
time Eve got a few more.” 

The World Match Play, 
launched in 1964. was not averse 
to the odd smoker in die field 
when it was sponsored by Pic- 
cadilly for 13 years; Colgate 
came up with a bright-smiled 
winner in IsaoAoki in 1978 and 
thereafter the championship 


has been sponsored by the 
Japanese companies, Suntoiy 
ami Toyota. Alas, the obligato- 
ry Japanese player in the field 
has fallen snort since Aokfs 
achievement. The latest to make 
a swift exit was Katsuyoshi 1b- 
mori, beaten 7 and o by Lee 
Janzen. He was soonjomed in 
a four-wheel drive off the Bur- 
ma Road and on to the A30 by 
Sam Torrance who was defeat- 
ed 5 and 4 by Bernhard Langer. 

Thus it was a case of Herr to- 
day, gone Tbmori. Hie Japanese 
player, who had a good Open 
Championship at St Andrews, 


was feeling under the weather. 
After the pro-am on Wednesday 
he developed a fever and called 
a doctor. Tbmori asked to go on 
a drip but the doctor told him to 
have a shower -"not too hot and 
not too cold.” 

In the season of mists and 
mellow fever, Tbmori bad to 
sweat it out in the morning 
when fog delved the start by two 
hours. “I sweated in the night 
and did not feel so hot," Tbmori 
said. He went into lunch three 
down. *T felt OK when I start- 
ed but I found my putting was 
affected," Tbmori said. Despite 


four birdies in 12 boles in the af- 
ternoon he was comprehensive- 
ly dispatched by Janzen who won 
at the 30th with an eagle. 

Janzen, 1993 US Open cham- 
pion and the leading money 
wirmer on the US Tour this year, 
Estill smarting from being omit- 


ted from the Ruder Cup at Oak 
Hill a few weeks ago- “I should 


have been picked,” he said. 
‘'Winning this would make me 
fed a bit better.” However, he 
added: "Most people in the 
Stales wouldn't know I’m here." 

Torrance was no match for 
Langer who banfiy made a mis- 


take. On the first and third 
holes Tbnance was disturbed tty 
mobile phones ringing in the 
crowd. On the third, his caddie 
Malcolm Mason told a specta- 
tor: “For Christ’s sake turn the 
bloody phone off " Iterance - in 
a practice round here on Tues- 
day be received a message on his 
mobile that he was to play 
Langer-sakL “Tfe2 them Ira not 
in.” Thmorrow Iterance, who 
won £30,000 for his first-round 
exit, , partners seven-year-old 
Daniel in a father and son com- 
petition at School near 

Camberley, Surrey. 


stand-off half Andrew, who 
was appointed as Newcastle's di- 
rector of rogjby development 
three weeks ago, is serving out 
his time with warns and was not 
expected in the North-east un- 
til late in January. 

But Newcastle are struggling 
near the bottom of the Second 
Division having won one match 
in their first five games and An- 
drew is eager to add his experi- 
ence to the team in a bid to keep 
them out of the Third Division. 

Suggestions that the qualifi- 
cation period was going to be 
abandoned have been nfc and 


England's outside- half may have 
to wail a little longer since the 
commission's report, which, will 

also make recommendations 

about the lower divisions’ KWay 
period as well as discussing the 
moratorium on professional- 
ism, has to go before the RFlTs 

executive committee and then to 

the faUcommiltee. 

The sticking point will be 
when the quahficaiim period wiB 
be abandoned There will be ar- 
guments to retain it until the end 
of the season, but realist waHy, if 
pressure is brought to bear and 
the RFU expedite things, the end 
of November could few the wa- 
tershed when a torrent of play- 
era may well take advantage of 

- ! kictArtr 


a little piece of rugby history.. 
While Andrew has to com 


David Campbell, a director of 
Newcastle RFC Ltd, said yes- 
terday: "The rumour is that the 
120 days is goin^ to be dropped 

at the end of this month." 

Andrew promptly said: “If 
that is the case then 1 will im- 
mediately play for Newcastle, 
with whom I am registered.” But 


While Andrew has to com- 
mute from London to undertake 

S rofesaonaJ duties at New* 
e, the Gloucester captain, 

Dave Sims, will not have that 
problem. He turned profes- : j 

sional yesterday when he was ap- • " . 

pointed fuD-time development 
officer. Gloucester’s chief ex- ' 
ccutivc, Mflcc Coley, said: "We 
did not want to risk him being 
tempted by another dub. It's the j 
same as Rob Andrew going to J 
Newcastle, although Dave is ' 
not on the same sort of money." 

Bath have recalled the prop 
Victor Ubogu a week after 
dropping him for not being fit 
or committed enough. Ubogu 
has been been on an intensive 
week-long training programme. 

Will Carling mil miss Har- . 
Icq uins ’ trip to Sale in order to - | 
give his strained calf musde an- | 

other week’s rest. 


Graf confirms Brighton entry 

Tennis Earlier this week there were 
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&45am and 3i30pm 
E ELS (SAJ*L Janzen TUS) 


&30amand 12.45pm . 

B Langer (Get) y N PRICE £jm) 


ngBnnaaagaBsnaaaKS E— aaaanngaaianii'HBBggBs 
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&45amand-2pm • 
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.?.;bBBr.U,. UB BUB 


9ara and 1.15pm • • . I 

Cltocca (W vB CRENSHAW (US) , 
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i (Seeds in capitals) 


%-wcxi hole c conceded 


Steffi Graf, the Wimbledon 
champion and joint wozid No 1 
with Monica Seles, wiU play in 
the Brighton International tour- 
nament, which starts on Tues- 
day. Hie German, who has 
been suffering from chronic 
back trouble this year, has not 
played since winning the US’ 
Open early last month. 

She has always admitted that, 
of aft the tournaments on the in- 
ternational circuit, Brighton is 
herfavourite because she is abie 
to move around the town with- 
out attracting undue attention. 

When die learned that this 
year would be the last time the 
Brighton event, lacking a spon- 
sor, would be staged, the 26year- 
old was determined to play. 


Earlier this week there were - ^ ‘ 

serious doubts about her fitness 
and a report that she had with- 
drawn from the tournament . 

She is also under pressure 
from an investigation into air 
Ieged tax evasion. 

Gcoige Hendon, the Brighton i- 
promoter, said that Graf would 
give herself a “rigorous work-out” 
at home in Gcnnany before r- 

malnqg a final decision. ~- 

Yesterday Graf told the . Jfe- : 

Women's Tennis Association '' 1 Y 1 
that she was “fit and well" and ' ^ !-■ 
would be in the 28-strong field : 
which will include Jana Novot- 
na of the Czech Republic, Mag- I ' 

dalena Maleeva of Bulgaria Ik* 

and the American Lindsay Dav- Wr% 

enport all of whom are in the 
world's lop 10. Clare Wood, the 
former British No 1, is expect- 
ed to be given a wild card. : : KW 


Hamed to keep up 
the psychology 


Goulding stakes claim Kiwi call at last for Paul 


Rugby League 


Boxing 


Naseera Hamed insisted yes- 
terday that there would be no 
let-up in the psychological as- 
sault directed at opponents 
barring his way to becoming a 
multi-world champion. 

Hamed rejected criticism 
that he taunted and humiliated 
Steve Robinson before reliev- 
ing the Welshman of the World 
Boxing Organisation feather- 
weight title a fortnight ago. 

The 21-year-old, who makes 
his first defence at London 
Arena on 9 December, de- 
clared: “1 out-thought him, 
outboxed him and outpunched 
him. I did it in style, just as I said 
I would. There wasn't a mark 
on my face at the end. What do 
I have to do to get the credit I 
deserve?” 


Frank Wuren, the promoter, 
said Hamed was spat at, strode 
by coins and suffered racial 
and personal abuse. “Through- 
out it all, Hamed maintain ed htS 
cooL You say he h umilia ted 
Robinson. We say he did him 
mentally and physically. 
Muhammad Ail and Sugar Ray 
Leonard were praised for that 
sort of thing," Warren d aimed. 

lA&rren is talking to three 
possible first-defence oppo- 
nents and expects to finalise ne- 
gotiations for an announcement 
next Thesday. He revealed that 
it is becoming difficult to find 
suitable matches, but hopes for 
a unification fight against one 
of the other champions early 
next year. That could be 
Ghana's Alfred Kotey, who de- 
fends the WBO bantamweight 
title at London’s York Hall a 
week tomorrow. 


Bobbie Goulding showed Eng- 
land’s coach, IPfail Larder, that he 
is spofit for choice at scrom-half 
with a masterful display in the 
46-0 thrashing of Fyi at Wigao. 

Go ul ding, a former Central 
Park favourite who was deputis- 
ing for the England captain, 
Shaun Edwards, had a hand in 
six of his side’s eight tries on 
Wednesday and also kicked 
three goals in the runaway vic- 
tory, which earned England a 
World Cop semi-final place. 

However, even that man-of- 
the-malch performance may 
not be enough to make the 23- 
year-old St Helens captain Eng- 
land’s first-choice No 7. 
Edwards had the role for Sat- 
urday’s 20-16 defeat of Aus- 
tralia, the World Cup holders, 
at Wembley and it would be a 
considerable surprise if he has 
it taken away from him. 


“I am in an envious position 
with two top scrum-halfs play- 
ing for me. I only wish we had 
the same strength in depth in 
every position. They are two 
world-class players,” Larder 
said. 

Larder will be hoping Ed- 
wards does not go through with 
his threat to retire from in- 
ternational rugby, which fol- 
lowed accusations that the 
Wigan captain made racist re- 
marks to Australia’s winger 
John Hopoate. Edwards, who 
was on the bench for last night's 
game, strongly denies the alle- 
gations. 

The England coach showed 
himself to be hard to please af- 
ter the demolition of Fiji. “I 
thought for the first 20 minutes 
our performance was pretty 
awesome and it probably 
knocked the stuffing out of the 
opposition, but I did feel that 
in the last 15 to 20 minutes we 
went off the boil,” he said. 


Graham Murray, Fiji's coach, 
pretty much concurred with that 
assessment “They hit us hard 
early and we didn’t see the ball 
for seven minutes. We found it 
difficult to recover.” he said. 

“We were impressed with 
England’s top forwards [Panl 
Broadbent and Dean Sampson] 
and the half-backs [Goulding 
and Tbny Smith]. I think Eng- 
land have got a great chance of 
winning the trophy.” 

England were impressive in 
victory as they completely out- 
classed Fiji and they now look 
certain to finish top of group 
one with just the outsiders 
South Africa to come on Sat- 
urday. After that, it will be a 
semi-final showdown with the 
winners ofpool three, which in- 
volves Wales, Western Samoa 
and France. 

Tb judge from their first two 
performances, England have 
no reason to fear whichever side 
they come up against at the next 


Followers of the game in the 
north of England will greet the 
promotion of Henry Paul to 
tonight’s starting line-up as a 
rare intrusion of sanity in the 
New Zealand selection process, 
writes Dave HadfiehL 

The Wigan utility bade, one of 
the most glittering talents in the 
sport, has so far been used only 
with the most extreme caution 
by the Kiwi coach, Rank Eo- 
dacott, and there seemed tittle 
early promise that such a scan- 
dalous waste of ability would be 
rectified during this World Cup. 

However, fin- tonight’s game 
against Papua New Guinea at St 
Helens, Paul bas selected at 
stand-off ahead of Gene Ngamu. 

Apart from the enforced 
change which sees Gary Free- 
man in for the disgraced Syd 
Eru, a match that New Zealand 
need oiffy win or draw to reach 
the semi-finals sees the recall of 
Jason Williams in place of 
Richard Barnett and the inclu- 


sion of Marie Horo for Tony Ira 
One surprise, however, is that 
there is no place for the vice cap- 
tain, John Lomax, who is now 
dear of suspension. 

Martin Offiah is likely to be 
fit to play for England against 
South Africa tomorrow and 
Gaty Connolly will attempt to 
train for the first time since his 
bout of pneumonia on Monday. 

Australia have instigated a 
number of changes to their line- 
up for their third qualifying 
match tomorrow. Robbie 
O'Davis and Brett Dallas are gjv- 
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en the wing spots for the dash 
with the Fgians, while Andrew 
Johns is in at hooker. His goal- 
kidting prowess is required in the 
absence of Rod Wishait, out of 
this match with a slight thigh 
Strain. Gary Larsen will play af- 
ter being drafted in to replace the 
injured Paul Harragon. 
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INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL VERDICT: Venables vitriol ■ Charlton challenge ■ Brown blast ■ Gould grievance HodgSOfl 

Forw ard thinking a priority for England set for 
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Luton Airport was cloaked in 
fog when England’s footballers 
arrived back from Norway in the 
early hours of yesterday morn- 
ing. It was a depressinglv ap- 
propriate sight, a few hours 

earlier the direction of the Eng- 
land team bad seemed equally 
indistinct. 

While a goalless draw away 
to Norway is not a bad result, 
it was achieved through an or- 
dinary performance/In its af- 
termath Terry Venables, 
normally so keen to emphaafef 
performance before result, was 
singing a different tune. “If 
that was a qualifying match we 
would have done the job. It is 
a good result,” Variables said 
“I was happy with everyone.'’ 

It was a bizarre assessment. 
While David Seaman enhanced 
his reputation, and Steve Stone’s 
brief appearance showed 
pr omise , Tony Adams and Gary 
PalHsterwcre the only other play- 
ers to emerge with credit. Hav- 
ing gained a dean sheet, away 
from home, against difficult op- 
position, they and Se aman hart 
every right to feel pleased 

However, Adams and PalKs - 
ter had only proved what every- 
body knows, against opponents 
whose attacking ideas are built 
on set-pieces and brute force 
they are as good as anyone in 
the game. Adams must have felt 
he was in the middle of an Ar- 
senal training session under 
George Graham, almost every 
Norway attack was precipitat- 
ed by a throw-in or comer. 

Stopping Norway, never the 
most creative of teams, is one 
thing, but breaking them down 
is another kettle of herring en- 
tirely. Where the centra] de- 
fenders, and the rest of the 
team, was found wanting was in 
using the ball. With Norway de- 
fending deep and in numbers 
the situation cried out for a de- 
fender capable and willing to 
cany the ball towards them, at- 
tacking the space and commit- 
ting their opponents. 

One can understand why \fen- 
ables is reluctant to criticise his 
players. Graham Tfcylor did so 
and eventually lost them. Chib 
managers are often scathing in 
their criticism - Rank Clark has 
inspired several improved per- 
formances by such means. But, 
wMe a chastened club phayerwill 
be back in action withm a week, 
an international maybe left to 
fester for a month or more. 


« ‘ 
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Blue mood: the England bench is a picture of concern during; Wednesday’s night’s goalless draw against Norway in Oslo 


One player who has received therfbrward on Wednesday, the 
Venables’ niHest backing is Alan suspicion remains that Shearer 
Shearer. He has been included is better stated to playing in a 
in all but one of Enables’ 13 se- partnership, as he does at 
lections --be was injured for the Blackburn. His race and dose 
goalless draw with .Uruguay- but control the chief requirements 
has scored only against Greece . for a lcme role are not, by in- 
and the United States. His last ' temational standards, excep- 
goal was 13 months and more tional. It is his reactions, 
than 12 hours of football ago. ■ shooting and strength that im- 
A1 though Barmby played if f - press and those qualities feed on 


England may have a complete- 
ly reshaped nridfiekL But ao not 
expect Matt Le Ussier to be re- 
called, even though his passing 
might have opened up Nor- 
way's stifling defence. 

Norway’s lack of ambition was 
partly dictated by their next 
match, away to the Nether- 
lands on 15 November. As- 
senting the Chech Republic beat 
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flick-o ns and crosses rather England may have a complete- Luxembourg at home the same 
than balls in to feeL y reshaped nridfiekL But ao not night, Norway must gain a draw 

However, he may have Dar- expect Matt Le Ussier to be re- to qualify for the European 
ren Anderton and Paul Gas- called, even though his passing Championship - and put the 
coigne back to supphr him flex' might have opened up Nor- Netherlands out 
England’s next match, against way’s stifling defence. Only two teams are certain of 

Switzerland at Wembley next Ncsw^s lack tf ambition was being here next summer. Spam 

month. David Platt, iffit, can also partly dictated by their next and Russia, the winners of 
expect a recall if only for the match, away to the Nether- Groups TWo and E igh t Most of 
goals he provides. With John lands on 15 November. As- - the following will also be here: 
Barnes also back in contention sunring the Qecfa Republic beat Romania, France, Denmark, 
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Switzerland, Turkey, Croatia, 
Portugal, Bulgaria. Germany, 
Scotland, Italy, the Republic of 
Ireland or Austria and two 
from Norway, the Netherlands 
and the Czech Republic. TWo of 
the above will have to play off 
at Liverpool on 13 December. 
The draw is made four days lat- 
er in Birmingham. 

Who E nglan d are drawn with 
will deride their spring oppo- 
nents. After Switzerland they 
host Portugal on 12 December. 
The FA hopes to arrange four 
matches in the new year with 
Croatia and Ranee likely op- 
ponents - as long as neither is 
drawn in England’s group. 

The success of the security op- 
eration in Norway has also raised 
the prospect of another game 
overseas. Sweden, who have 
failed to qualify for Euro 96, are 
possibilities with February a 
likely date. Since that is just four 
months from the start of the 
championships, they will need to 
return in better shape than from 
this week's Scandinavian journey. 


Lisbon holds key to Republic’s fate 


REPUBLIC OF 
IRELAND 


PHIL SHAW 

Fear, tension, euphoria, relief. 
The Republic of Ireland expe- 
rienced a gamut of emotions in 
the course of defeating Latvia 
in Dublin. That was nerve- 
racking enough- The climax to 
Group Six threatens to be the 
stuff of coronaries. 

Before their summer col- 
lapse, the Republic were per- 
haps tempted to view next 
month’s visit to Portugal as a cel- 
ebratory jaunt- A few days in the 
autumn sun at Estoril then into 
Lisbon to toast the formality of 
qualification for another beano: 
the European CluuqpioQship fi- 
nals in England. 


It looks different now. The 
travel agents m^r have been ec- 
static tlud there is still all to play 
for; they expect to transport 
4,000 fans to the Stadium of 
light. But Jack Chariton, who 
later admitted that he would 
“probably" resign if the Re- 
public failed to make it, could 
muster no mare tiiatu “It’s nice 
to be in with a shout.” 

The bottom line, as Big Jack 
is wont to say, is that his team 
must beat Rartugal to finish top 
and guarantee their progress. A 
draw might be enough to take 
them through as runners-up, es- 
pecially if Northern Ireland 
upset Austria. Two years ago it 
was the Republic who went to 
Belfast to secure the point that 
confirmed their passage to the 
World Cup. 

This time, they could yet be 


forced as one erf the two second- 
placed teams with the worst 
records to play-off at Anfield on 
15 December. 

Chariton is not aman for mus- 
ing on the maths of it alL Nor is 
he the type of who, needing a 
win, sets out to secure it by 
swashbudding attack. His in- 


to-the-waJnriBerimess with Don 
Revie’s Leeds, is to counsel cau- 
tion and damage-limitation. 

He was under the impression 
that Portugal had already qual- 
ified. In fact, having lost at Lans- 
downe Road and with results 
between the leading teams 
counting in the event of their 
finishing level on points, they 
will be desperate to avoid a de- 
feat which could see them 
squeezed out. 

If Wednesday’s match proves 


to be Chariton’s bast in Dublin, 
the best that can be said is that' 
tire Republic woo. He appeared 
almost obsessed beforehand by 
the problems one of Europe’s 
fkdfflngnaticiosm^ht cause. His 
players, unsurprisingly, looked 
short of confidence and lacked 
the rid intensity before scoring. 

John Aldridge stayed cahn to 
dispatch a penalty and soon 
headed a second, though Nlall 
Quinn was the unsung hero. Ar- 
tur Zakreshevskis stuck to him 
like a tattoo, and a more volatile 
striker might have been scream- 
ing for a penalty at the instant 
Quinn selflessly set up Steve 
Staunton in the prelude to the 
breakthrough. 

Trepidation swept across the 
stadium like a shadow after a 
late Latvian reply. Haring its 
origins back to an Irish cross 


that the visiting keeper picked 
off, Chariton let slip the kind of 
confession which may count 
against him when the dust set- 
tles on this campaign and, pos- 
sibly, his nine-year reign. 

“The ball should never have 
been delivered to that area,” he 
said “Wfe shouldPve been play- 
ing for corners then. It’s not my 
way to be positive. Not at that 
stage. It’s bloody common 
sense.” 

■ Bryan Hamilton, the North- 
ern Ireland manager, has 
promised the Republic his team 
wiD try to help them qualify by 
beating Austria in Belfast on 15 
November. “I will say good luck 
to Jack, and the Republic if they 
qualify,” be said "I felt all along 
that Portugal and the Republic 
would go through- They were the 
best teams in the group.” 


Gould rages against 
radio and England 


WALES 


r 


Scotland pick up the bill for McAllister’s injury 




SCOTLAND 


The Scottish Football Associ- 
. alien's insurance brokers are to 
say Gary McAllister’s wages 

unto he is fit again following the 
Leeds United mi dfield player s 
■.njuiy against Sweden on 
ftfabesday night in Stockholm. 


Training trip 
lands teams 
in trouble 


are Ukefy to be some 
results in lomonoWs 
's National League pro- 
_e, writes Bill ( Twill 
is due to the Great Britain 


the Scotland captain was 
taken off on a stretcher after suf- 
fering ligament damage in the 
S7th mmote of the 2-0 defeat and 
will mice the Premiers hip match 
with Arsenal tomorrow and 
theUefa Cup second round, first 
If g n-pitrh agmnst PSV Fjrvrihoven 

at EUand Road on Tuesday. 


American football 

The National Football League win aBow 
Mon sendee® pfyfcrthe Masta* 
bens, but saw ws seven- y ear, $35m 
(£ 22 Jjm) contract must to restructured 
to meet ssttycap rules. Sanders vri 

t» taka to the ted far the Cowboys as . 
sow as he ificupwatBS Hum sugary on 
hts left anWe- Under Sanders' deal *mh 
the Cowboys. his saBre during the first 
three years is attire league mb-mrum 
of $ 173^00 far veteran players, whfle 
his stated average salary fci the tttse 
seasons tf tha contract that ara not cup- 
rendy capped (1999-2001) is S&5m. 

Athletics 




dub sides because ofa training 
|rip to Spain, which has been 
brought forward a few days, 
j Lesley Hobley, captain of 
She defending champions. 


m 


ted. We have a bare 11 
the visit of Doncaster.” 
Sutton Canada Life wfll be 
issine their three interna- 


ivMe Clifton and Ipswich wfll 
'nth be missing a player as the 
iwo unbeaten teams dash. 


It left the Leeds manager, 
Howard Wilkinson, angry over 
tbe release cifinteritetioxiris. “I 
had an agreement with Craig 
Brown and the pktpsr that, if Gary 
wasn’t fit be wouldn't play, and if 
he was fit he would onfy tmn out 
fin: part of the game. Yet he was 

carried off after nearly an boor. 
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“As far as international foot- 
ball is concerned, in all my 
years as a manager I have always 
co-operated 100 per cent but 
this makes me rethink my pol- 
icy, not only concerning Scot- 
land but in general” 

But Brown said: “Tm des- 
perately disappointed that this 


has happened and sincerely 
hope it it will not impair our re- 
lationship with Leeds or mine 
with Howard Wilkinson. ” 
Russia’s European victory 
over Greece means Scotland wiD 
be second in Group Eight and 
almost certain of qualifying for 
the European Championship. 


GUY HODGSON 


It has not taken Bobby Gould 
long to learn an essential part 
of Welshness is to bold a griev- 
ance against the English. Yes- 
terday, the morning after a 
good performance against Ger- 
many, the man from across 
the Bristol Channel sounded 
like he had been born and 
bred sharpening his daws in 
Tiger Bay. 

The Wales manager’s tar- 
gets were the BBC (mainly) and 
Tferiy Venables (partially) which 
was tub-thumping stuff follow- 
ing a rousing display from his 
players against the team ranked 
third in the world. The Welsh 
had lost 2-1 but gained enough 
confidence for Gould to attack 
from strength. 

Radio Five Live was his par- 
ticular target and its attention 
on Wednesday night to reports 
on England's friendly at the ex- 
pense of Wales, who, after all 
were playing in a European 
Championship qualifying 
match. 

“There’s more countries than 
England,” he said, “and we de- 


serve more recognition. If I've 
stood up to anything in my ca- 
reer it’s about being cheated. 
That national radio station 
needs to get its act together. I 
feel cheated for the players, 
cheated for the supporters and 
1 feel cheated for the staff It's 
a disgrace." 

Gould contacted the BBC on 
Wednesday and yesterday to ex- 
press his anger and he will be 
on the phone again over the 
next few days to Lancaster 
Gate. This time it wfll be to con- 
tinue pestering for a match be- 
tween Wales and England, 
something he suggested to Ven- 
ables within days of his ap- 
pointment 10 weeks ago. . 

“Tve heard nothing since,” 
Gould said. “He's got dates 
available why doesn’t he pick up 
the offer? It's a great game for 
the country. I think he’s afraid 
of playing us. 

Tm going to keep knocking 
on the door because I know the 
match would be good for Eng- 
lish football. He wfll learn more 
from playing us than he wiD with 
some of the games England 
have taken part in. We are not 
a a second-class nation. We 

are a very good football side and 

we will prove it.” 


CUVE WHITE 


As it turned out, Roy Hodgson, 
rather than Terry Venables, was 
the Englishman whom In- 
tern azionale sought as their 
new coach and the man who has 
all but steered Switzerland to 
the finals of the European 
Championship confirmed yes- 
terday that he planned to accept 
the Italian dub's lucrative offer. 

That, however, wfll depend 
upon the Swiss expressing their 
gratitude for the success the 
south Londoner has heaped 
upon them in three and a half 
years by releasing him from his 
contract which is not due to ex- 
pire until after next summer's 
finals in England. The under- 
standing is that they will do just 
that 

Speaking in the wake of his 
team’s 3-0 victory over Hungaiy 
that all but sealed Lbeir quali- 
fication, the 48-year-old former 
Bristol City manager said: “1 
can’t turn down an offer from 
a club of Inter's calibre. That 
kind of gift doesn't fall into a 
trainer’s lap every week.” 

Hodgson, who has been the 
subject of overtures from the 
English Football Association 
in their search for a new tech- 
nical director, wfll meet Swiss 
federation officials today. 

Swiss fens are hoping that 
Hodgson, who as a player found 
his level at non-League with 
Maidstone, wfll be allowed to 
combine dub and country du- 
ties. Hodgson? who has report- 
edly been offered a salary of 
£600,000 a year by Inter, said; 
T would be enchanted if that 
possibility arose.” 

Helemo Herrera, who 
coached Inter in their glory 
days in the Sixties, however, be- 
lieves Hodgson is the wrong 
man for the job. U I have never 
known any really talented Eng- 
lish coaches,” he said. 

Blackburn are hoping to have 
the signing of the Dundee Unit- 
ed and Scotland midfielder Bil- 
ly McKinlay for £1.75m 
completed in time for him to 
play against Southampton to- 
morrow. They were also yes- 
terday “tying up the loose ends” 
on the Norwegian Lars Bohi- 
nen’s £700,000 transfer from 
Nottingham Forest 

Everton’s jailed striker Dun- 
can Ferguson, not due to be re- 
leased until the new year, could, 
miss virtually the rest of the sea- 
son if he is further ordered to 
complete a 12-match ban im- 
posed by the Scottish Football 
Asssoriation over the head- 
butting incident which led to his 
imprisonment 

The ban was put on hold un- 
til after the result of the court 
proceedings, and a Scottish FA 
spokesman said yesterday that 
Ferguson’s appeal would be 
heard by a three-man trihuna) on 
a date to be set Everton are hop- 
ing that if their striker’s appeal 
feus, the ban wfll run concur- 
rently with the prison sentence. 

The Football League has 
made a desperate plea for a 
change in National Lottery 
rules after research revealed 
clubs have lost £3m since its in- 
troduction because of losses 
from scratch card schemes 
and pools contributions. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

31.2m 


The dollars (£20.2m) that the 
Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games is to spend on 
the opening and closing cer- 
emonies next summer. The in- 
crease ofa third on the ear- 
lier figure of $24.2m is being 
financed by a surge in ticket 
sales. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Bastotpau 

EUROPEAN CHAMPKMSMP 

S«nMtal round: En^and 89 


Cricket 

LeeGermon, tfie New Zealand captain, 
refused to start the three-day match 
against India's national champions 
Bombay yesterday, dairring the out- 
field was wet and dangerous. His op- 
posite number, Sachin Tendulkar, 
agBed and the pair pesuaded the um- 
pires to delay the game, already held 
U pbecat^ofheavycveml 0 «rain,fw' 
a further hout When ptey finally began 
in mid-aftemoon, MaikGreatbatcrfsSY 
not out helped the touringteam to 157 
for 3. 


The former Ofymplc and *km decathlon 
champion Daley Thompson, 37, has 
sloped to piay football for minor Ies 0 je 
side Stamford Town. After retiring from 
athletics foUowng a senes of injuries, 
Thompson made a television docu- 
mentary on professorial football and 
briefly played for wtmWedon reserves. 

TEAMSTERS: Joey Be a n c hm p (mldfeMw) 
Srtntfan e Unt Ufeyne tanett (mfdfcfcfci) 
Wymoutfi ID Botom WOTorflany WngrtAs- 

ton VBa D Hcthertwn. 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESISTS European 
nop Ohk Ro- 
3 (XaramtKu 
721; teaal 2 
4 
SI- 


iliii 


m o. anoumdiuan gup atwp a: oenoa 
4 Luton 0; Beruga 0 Knrtnghani 1; Oldham 
0 CeseroO Port Vate 2 Ancona O.EroopB: 
Breads 2 Ipswich Z Regana 1 Southend 
L: Stofca 2 Satemltarw zTwfea Brornttcii 1 

FoeSaZ 


Golf 

OOV Dte£STTO(JRNA£KNT (ftfcyo) Uond- 
m£ firtt-roand score* CJapao urwsa *twt- 

*0s. 86 B Watts {US): W M KuramOto. T 
N&Mpma, N YUiara, Y Sakamoto, HUeda;e8 
S HgBCT.T Maruyviw, R Gibson (Can), T 
Th»an*J, T Hp, g VUoo, H Makftfc 89 N 
Sefewe, TRjkusM,T0BBh.C XaHungflai). 
N\bd*o. KSUIUM. 

WORLD CHAMPtO) 


ice hockey 

NHL; Hartforo 3 Anaheim 2; Ronds 6 Mocv 
tnd i; m Rangers 6 Wkmpeg 4; PMadef- 
P*M 2 Washing on 1: Colorado 3 Boston L. 

Rugby Union 

the Dane* lock Tbny Copsey, banned 
far 10 weeks by the Welsh Rugby Union 
for breaking file cheekbone of the Carefiff 
centre Mite HaB, wS not ptey era in av 
W 30 December. 

Speedway 

PREMBt LEAflUt Hul 54 fWatwnuEp 42. 
THREE-TEAM TOURNAMENT CHAL1EMG& 
Lon&aun 26, Cradey Heath 33, WHw- 
hampen 25; CratSm Heath 69, uvtgKHon 
50, VUUvemampton 49. 


C2ECH INDOOR TOURNAMENT (OMrava) 
Man * t alnflet oac o nd round: W Femnta 
(SA) bt M Damn iCz Res) 6-4 7-6. 

□A AUTUMN SATELLITE (Btanln£um) 
Men's single* semMfciaicC Beecher (GB) 
W G Marefi tAiffl 7-6 4^ 7-6; R Koenig (SA) 
bt B Ctwan [GB) 6-3 64. 

WOIBCS PORSCHE GRAND PRK (Rider- 

atadL Got) Second round: M Ptorce (W bt 

S AppeWwts (Bel) 6-2 6-3; G Sotefem (Arc) 
bt J Haiard-OecuDs (Fn 7-6 6-2: B Schultz- 
McC&rtty (Nath) bt M McGrath (US) 3-6 
6-3 6-3; P Begem* [fed bt C Martnez ISp) 
6-4 6-3; A Huber [Gert bt N tiuaat (Fri 3-6 
6-16-4. 


League 
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FOOTBALL AND TV 

Battle for the armchair fan 8 & 19 
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WORLD HIATCHPLAY 

Montgomerie stays hungry 30 
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The best footballer in Brazil is packing his bags and preparing to 
move to Middlesbrough. He talked exclusively to Phil Davison 


At home 




T hey nicknamed him 
Juninho, Little Ju- 
nior, immediately af- 
ter he was boro. At 5ft 
Sin and only eight and a half 
stone, he still lives up to the 
name. Had he been born 
around Newmarket, instead of 
in the world's second-biggest 
city, he might just have used 
his bufld and exceptional bal- 
ance to become a jockey. 

In a simple. lower middle- 
class home m the Sac Paulo 
suburb of Parque San Lucas, 
Oswaldo Giro I do Junior, alias 
Juninho. was packing his bags 
this week to emigrate to an- 
other, smaller industrial city he 
has trouble finding on a map 
and whose name he can bare- 
ly pronounce. The 22-year-old 
Brazilian midfield sensation 
doesn’t drink, but when he says 
“Meedleshbrow” he sounds 
for all the world like a 'Boro 
fan who’s had a pint too many. 

All he knows is that his new 
home will be “cold, rainy, 
somewhere in the North, not 

‘Cold, rainy, 
somewhere in 
the North, not 
far from 
Newcastle. And 
they play in red’ 


Juninho on what he 
knows of Middlesbrough 


Car from Newcastle and they 
play in red." He’s not too wor- 
ried. S3o Paulo is a fer ay from 
the Copacabana. He grew up 
playing in the si destreets off 
Sao Paulo's busy Oratorio Av- 
enue, or indoors like most 
English kids. Not on the 
beaches. And Sao Paulo, at 
2^500 feet or the height of Ver- 
ifier's busiest ski runs, can get 
pretty damp and chilly or a 
night 

As for Middlesbrough’s red 
jersey, that’s considered the 
luckiest of colours here. Su- 
perstitious residents put red 
caroets at their doors or hang 
rearibbons from their car mir- 
rors to ward off “the evil eye.” 

Juoinho’s been to London, 
where he first attracted the at- 
tention of Middlesbrough's 
manager, Bryan Robson, when 
he scored in Brazil’s 3-1 Um- 
bra Cup victory, to Birming- 
ham, for another Umbra Cup 
match, and to Liverpool. “The 
national squad had a day off so 
we went up to visit the city that 
gave the world the Beatles," be 
told me. But he’d never heard 
of Middlesbrough until a de- 
termined gentleman he calls 
“Mr Hobson” (the Brazilian 
“r” comes out like our “h") 
came calling this summer. 

He gave me a “premifere” 
by donning a Middlesbrough 



no fewer than five or sis full 
meals a dny audit’s a habu he's 
kept up. The nearest McDon- 
alas to his new home can look 
. forward to a significant boast 
in profits when Little Junior 
hits what will surely soon be 
dubbed Rio dc.Tces. 

Although Zico, who played 
for Rio's fTamengo, was his 
hero. Juninho foDowyd the 
Palme iras side as a boy. While 
Sao Paulo Football Club has 
largely middle-class support, 
ana the other local team 
Corinthians is mostly followed 
by the working dass, Palradras 
has the support of the city's 
huge population of Italian ori- 
gin, descendants of 19th cen- 
tury coffee workers. 


jersey given to him by Robson 
when he signed him up last 
week from Sao Paulo for a 
Brazilian record £4.75m. 1 
asked, him him how much he 
himself got “The player gets 
15 per cent,” came the reply. 
That makes him a dollar mil- 
lionaire and you can make that 
a pound millionaire once he 
picks up his first pay cheque 
and sponsorship deals. 

The amiable 22-year-old 
said his immediate ambition 
was to help get Middlesbrough 
into the Uefe Cup. As we chat- 
ted on a sofa in the simply 
furnished living room where 
he lives with his parents and 
only sister, a Brazilian O 
Globo TV reporter, doing a 
piece to camera in the comer, 
was describing him as “the new 
Pele." It’s a tag that has stuck 
mainly because Juninho is 
young, skilled and wears the 
No 10 shirt. But be doesn’t like 
it. 

"That’s a huge responsibil- 
ity,” he said of the comparisons 
with the great Brazilian. “I 
think 1 only scored nine or 10 
for Sao Paulo last season. My 
childhood idol was Zico, when 
he played for Flamengo. I'd 
rather be compared with him. 

“I used to watch him on TV, 
study his moves and tricks 
and rush out to try the same 


S 


until I got it right-" With his 
balance, vision and free-kick 
ability, Juninho conjures up 
memories of Zico. Off the 
pitch, be has an honesty and 
(uiet intensity reminiscent of 
e young Robson himself. 

J uninh o never saw the for- 
mer England captain play. It 
was Robson's belief in him, his 
persistence and his infectious 
ambitions for Middlesbrough 
that led him to sign, he said. 
“The Brazilian, press kept say- 
ing Arsenal, Chelsea, Everton 
etc were interested in me. I'd 
ask my manager and he’d say 
there had been no approach- 
es. Mr Hobson was the only 
one to make a concrete offer. 

“He likes the way Brazilians 
play. I think he wants his 
team to play like that. Mid- 
dlesbrough have Invested a loL 
They’re growing and want to 
grow more,” he said as he set- 
tled down to watch Brazil play 
Uruguay in a friendly. 

lb get to the Uefa Cup. 
even to get a sniff of the ball 
from his team-mates, Juninho 
is going to have to brush up his 
English with a private teacher 
organised by Robson. The O 
Globo TV reporter asked him 
what was English for the Por- 
tuguese “holla." Just fairing off 
the “a” must have seemed too 
simple. 



Small wonder Juninho (top) sits on the family sofa 
pointing to himself in a photograph of the Brazilian 
national team; and (below) in the Middlesbrough kit 
he will soon be wearing Photographs: Phil Davison 


“Bowl bow-ooL bool Some- 
thing like that,” he replied, be- 
fore counting in English to 12 
Going further appeared to 
pose problems and it may be 
some time before he masters 
the figure 25, the shirt number 
Middlesbrough have set aside 


for him. “You is beautiful. I 
love you, sweet honey,” he 
went on in lilting English. 
‘Tost I learn how to talk to the 
girls." 

That brought laughs from 
the assembled family members 
and neighbours who wandered 


in and out of the Giroldo fam- 
ily living room as if it were a 
station waiting room. 

Feirbaps it’s because success 
is relatively new to Juninho - 
he has vaulted to prominence 
since last year's World Cup - 
but there’s no talk of security, 
bodyguards or kidnappings 
here. I had walked through his 
open car port and into his liv- 
ing room unannounced. When 
a tihyydting man in a T-shirt 
and j eans shook toy hand and 
offered me a cup of coffee, I 
thought it must be Juninho’s 
younger brother and found my- 
self looking round the room to 
try to pick the player out. But 
the young man was the man 
himself. He could pass for 16. 

He and his father, Oswaldo 
Snr, a 46-year-old sales rep- 
resentative at a steel manu- 
facturers are flying to Errand 
on Sunday for a medical. 
They will come bade during the 
week to pick up his mother, 38- 
year-old Lucia, and return to 
Middlesbrough on Sunday 
week- to pick . one of four 
rentable hraises Robson has set 
aside. Juninho's only sibling, 
21-year-old sister Gislene will 
join them next February after 
completing her computer sci- 
ence studies. 

“PD go with Gislene in Feb- 
ruary but only for a couple of 


months,” said Juninho's grand- 
mother, 66-year-old Rosa 
Giroldo as she prepared a 
fetjoada, a pork and bean 
casserole, Juninho’s favourite 
dish. “I'm his biggest fen. He 
was my first grandchild so I 
helped bring him iip," she 
said, showing me family snap- 
shots of a three-year-old Jun- 
inho kicking a football. 

"My biggest preoccupation 
is the food,” Juninho’s moth- 
er told me! “We’ll be togeth- 
er as a family so that will 
make it easier. But Fll be 
>lem 

plenty 

After signing him in 1993, 
when he was a part-timer for 
the Ituano dub. Tele Santana, 
the Sao Paulo manager, put 
Juninho on a special diet to 
help him grow and fill ouL He 
went from 5ft 1 in to his current 
5ft 5in and from eight to eight 
and a half stone. That entailed 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 
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By PW Ttoraiay'a soJoUan 
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Macs not hybridised! ISJ 

5 Achilles’ mother is follow- 
ing the Cross? (6) 

9 A fresh medical treatment 
without need for initial 
opening? (8) 

10 Batsman with angle run, 
needing to have put in 
training (6) 

11 Detailed plan gets one in to 
hold meeting (5) 

12 Group sharing beliefs of 
ailing former politician (9) 

14 Confrontation between 
tare? (7,6) 

17 Depend upon something 
uncertain to put the baubles 
on the tree? (421.6) 

20 The sailor gets trampled in 
the rush (9) 


Another answer holds 6 

this reversed word 
meaning trap' (5) 7 

22 Extract a bit of evidence 
following legal process 8 
( 6 ) 

23 Causing irritation, as I 13 

have snatched an item of 
lingerie (8) 15 

24 Say soldiers in retreat ap- 
pear (6) 16 

25 Respectful and always ED- 

1 The main picture? (8) 

2 GirL in a month, may 
come to make too much 18 
of the part (7) 

3 Musical instrument is tak- 
en up by sailor (5) 19 

4 Barbara lewdly embraces 

a scoundrel -it has a mag- 21 
kal effect! (11) 


Game for nimble feet - 
hard work on the booze (9) 
Excavation producing cash 
forme? (3-4) 

Holy man doing well as it 
were, to take a walk (6) 
One in variety of a naval 
blue is not for sale? (11) 
Longing for anger in HK to 
dissipate (9) 

Christian, say, in the Chris- 
tian era, taking this position 
over New Testament (8) 
Girl’s individual about fore- 
most in intrepidity - this 
one? (7) 

Put money away after rise? 
I have, uying to avoid tax. 

arGL 

Good idea gels ay of gk» 
and zeal? Not halt (6) 
Most excellent drug gives 
you a fixed expression (5) 



Three World Cup players 
expelled for drug abuse 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


Three players have been thrown 
out of the World Cup after fail- 
ing drug tests. The most serious 
of the cases casting a cloud over 
the success of the centenary 
tournament is the South 
African, Pierre Grobbelaar, 
who has tested positive for the 
anabolic steroid, nandrolone. 

The revelation has caused a 
rift in the South Africa camp, 
with the coach, Tony Fisher 
claiming, he had been “kept in 
Lhc dark" by his chairiiuuL 

Syd Em, the New' Zealand 
hooker, tested positive for pseu- 
doephedrine after the game 
against Tonga at 'Rfcningtan.ou 
Sunday, Ps eudoe phedrine is a 
banned substance under the 
Sports Council's testing r egime, 
but occurs in some over-the- 
counter cold remedies. Two 
Australian players have regis- 
tered that they have been pre- 
scribed drugs containing it. 

Tire third player caught is the 
Frenchman Stepbane Millet, 
who has tested positive for 
cannabis. His actions had 
"brought a stigma” to the na- 
tion’s rugby league, said the 


France manager, Tas Baitieri. 

Neither Grobbelaar nor Mil- 
let, who has already gone home 
injured, have played in the 
tournament, but have been de- 
tected by the World Cup poli- 
cy of testing all players from 
every country. All players, apart 
from the South Africans, were 
also tested before even leaving 
home. 

Fisher sakk “I was told Pierre 
had a shoulder injury and that 
was why he was not playing. 

"I was never told anything 
about anabolic steroids or tests 
and I have not seen Pierre 
since Tuesday. I have been kept 
m the dark by the chairman, but 
I will be concentrating on con- 
tmumg to coach the payers who 
are still with me.” 

Era, the 24-year-old Auck- 
land TMimois player, who has 
been capped six times, is a se- 
rious loss to New Zealand, as the 
only specialist hooker in their 
sqnad The New Zealand coach, 
Frank Endacott, yesterday de- 
nied any knowiedgs of Era’s test 
result, but said that he had al- 
ready ruled him out of tonight 1 : 
match against Papua Nev. 
Guinea with a groin strain that 
could in any case have forced 
him out of the whole touzna- 


s 

ew 


meat. The veteran half-back 
Gary Freeman mil come into an 
u n familiar position as emer- 
gency replacement. 

The New Zealand camp 
would make no other comment 
on the news from the World 
Cup organisers beyond saying 
that they would take 24 hours 
to consider the situation. 

All three players are now 
banned from playing in the 
tournament, although any fur- 
ther punishment is the province 
of their national leagues. 

Baitieri said: “Stephane Mil- 
let was a late inclusion. He re- 
placed an injured player. 

"He had been at a party on 
the Friday and thought he 
wasn't going to go the World 
Cup, but then he got the call- 
up the night before we left. It’s 
unfortunate he did what he 
did. It was out of character. 

“It’s going to cost him dear- 
ly and he’s very upset about it, 
because he knows he has mined 
his reputation and brought a 
stigma to French rugby league 
and to die World Cup. He's very 
apologetic. He's a young kid 
with a black mark against his 
name and he’s going to have to 
work hard to get back." 

World Cop news, page 30 
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the young Juninho in 
with schoolfrieads many of. 
whom were in the Giroldo 
family home this week to wish , 
him a tearful farewell. ■_ ■- 
“ Stmdade " (roughly translat- 
able as “we’ll miss you") was 
the weird on everybody's lips. 

‘1 used to watch 
him on TV, study 
his moves and 
tricks and rush 
out to try the 
same untilT got 
it right 


Juninho on his 
admiration for Zico 


Juninho wasn’t packing 
much. But he planned to cany 
a ball as fianrfoaggage "fust fa . 
case." It’s ah old habit "Ws’d 
give him toys, model can,] 
name it but he never toucE 
them. All he ever played with 
was a bafl.” his mother said “Fm 
so proud of him, that God gave 
me a soil like this. He's a sim- 
ple boy and humble. " 

Among those bidding him 
farewell was a dark-haired 

of the Juninho fan chS!^OT- 
ganjsation Giggs-like in its pro- 
portion of female members. 
Juninho is one of Brazil’s mast- 
eligible bachelors but be doesn’t 
have a girtfriend and says he vriD 
be staying away from Middles- 
brough discotheques “if there 
are any. No girl means one 
problem less," he said with a 
smile. 
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